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From the President 

Elena Hernández-Ramón, MD, PhD HOT 

President 

Building Bridges Through Toxicology 

Dear HOT members, 
  

It is with mixed feelings that I write this 

message, my last one in Toxenlaces as HOT 

President, and I can’t believe that one year 

has already passed. As we usually do at the 

end of a regular year in our lives, I went back 

and looked at our achievements. These 

achievements that were only possible with 

the help of such an extraordinarily active and 

motivated team. 

  

This year we have increased our membership 

to more than double!, from 174 to 369 

members! We started a new outreach 

program in Latin America providing the first 

webinar of the series  “Updates in Toxicology” 

to student members of Clubes de Ciencia; we 

participated in outreach and mentoring 

activities at the XIV International Congress of 

Toxicology-IUTOX in Merida, Mexico, where 

HOT was showcased, and our scientific 

community established new connections.  

  

We had our first face-to-face meeting with the 

Sister Organizations, now with 14 participant 

organizations and institutions, and we plan to 

have regular communication, support each 

other and grow together. 

Our horizons have expanded; we have now 

established interactions with other 

organizations, such as the Sociedad Cubana 

de la Ciencia de Animales de Laboratorio, 

and the Sociedad Cubana de Toxicología. 

HOT will participate in the 1st International 

Symposium of Environmental and Regulatory 

Toxicology in Cuba, opening the door for 

future collaborations and building new 

bridges. 

  

We have continued our communication with 

our members through our bimonthly 

newsletter, Toxenlaces; we have been 

sending valuable information via email, such 

as jobs, training opportunities, and invitations 

to participate in national and international 

conferences. We have now more than 1,000 

followers on social media!  

  

Of course, our participation in the 2017 SOT 

Annual Meeting was notable. With the 

support of our sponsors, we provided 5 travel 

awards and recognized the 2017 

Distinguished Toxicologist. We all enjoyed 

the HOT Awards Ceremony and Reception 

celebrating our science, our awardees, our 

food, our music, our culture. We also offered 

a mentoring lunch that provided guidance and 

mentoring to support your academic journey. 

  

The balance was clearly positive, and I’d like 

to extensively thank the 2016-2017 Executive 

Board, the Advisory Committee, volunteers, 

and all HOT members for making the HOT 

presence in the Toxicology world remarkable. 

  

Please join me in welcoming the new 

Executive Board, the people who you elected 

to continue the HOT mission and who will 

contribute to our members’ professional 

development. 
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Dr. Casillas is the VP of the Strategic Global Health Security at 

MRIGlobal, and is responsible for developing strategic plans, 

opportunities, and programs for growing and further 

strengthening MRIGlobal’s markets with government, industry, 

and academia. He has expertise in biochemical toxicology 

research, specifically in the management of chemical and 

biological containment operations.  

ROBERT P. CASILLAS 

President 

Dr. Barros is a Senior Professor of the University of São 

Paulo, Brazil. She leads several nationally funded research 

projects with a focus on oxidative stress mediated 

hepatotoxicity and more recently on the photoprotective and 

anticarcinogenic activity of natural products. Also she is 

involved in the development of alternative methods to animal 

experimentation for drugs and cosmetics safety evaluation and 

risk assessment. 

SILVIA BERLANGA  

DE MORAES BARROS 

Vice President  

Dr. Palacios is an Postdoctoral fellow in the Center for Devices 

and Radiological Health, US Food and Drug Administration in 

Silver Spring, MD. Her current position is related to regulatory 

science research on characterization and safety of nanomaterials, 

with high emphasis in the physicochemical analysis and in vitro 

toxicological testing of iron oxide nanoparticles as MRI contrast 

agents. 

TERESA PALACIOS  

HERNÁNDEZ 

Secretary 

Dr. Olalde is a certified toxicologist with a strong background 

in inhalation, combustion, metals and genetic toxicology. Dr. 

Lemus is the Director of the International Tungsten Industry 

Association. Dr. Lemus joined as Principal Toxicologists the 

Advanced Testing Laboratories team to support ATL’s GPS 

Services. 

RANULFO LEMUS 

OLALDE 

Vice President-Elect 

Dr. Ramírez-Alcántara is a Research Assistant Professor at the 

Mitchell Cancer Institute of the University of South Alabama, 

at Mobile, AL., USA. As a member of the Drug Discovery 

Research Center, she is developing murine models of cancer to 

investigate efficacy, toxicity and pharmacokinetics of 

experimental anti-cancer drugs to select candidates for 

preclinical development. 

VERONICA RAMIREZ  

ALCÁNTARA 

Councilor 

Dr. de Conti is a staff fellow researcher with the US 

Department of Health and Human Services at the National 

Center for Toxicological Research (NCTR) of the US Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA).  Her current position is 

related to the investigation of epigenetic mechanisms and 

biomarkers related to carcinogenesis that can be used for 

prevention and treatment of cancer. 

ALINE DE CONTI  

Councilor 
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Dr. Cárdenas-González is a postdoctoral fellow in the Laboratory 

of Kidney Toxicology and Regeneration, Harvard Medical 

School in Boston, MA. Mariana’s current research interests are 

motivated by her desire to decrease environmental health 

disparities, particularly in less favored populations.  

MARIANA  

CÁRDENAS-GONZALEZ 

Councilor of Sister Organizations 

Teresa Anguiano is currently a graduate student at the University 

of Pittsburgh School of Public Health. Under the guidance of her 

mentor, Dr. Aaron Barchowsky, she explores the role of arsenic 

in dysfunctional muscle stem cell regeneration and pathogenic 

remodeling of the extracellular matrix. 

TERESA ANGUIANO  

Graduate Student 

Representative 

Jose Delagado is currently a postbaccalaureate fellow at the 

National Heart Blood and Lung Institute. He works with 

development of nanoparticles as cancer theranostic agents and 

their toxicological evaluation using in vivo and in vitro 

models.  His research focus is the development of imaging 

probes for cancer detection using fluorescent nanodiamonds.  

JOSE DELGADO 

Toxenlaces editor 

Dr. Viñas is currently a Toxicologist at the Grocery 

Manufacturers Association where he performs safety 

assessments of food ingredients, packaging materials, 

contaminants and manufacturing processes. In particular, he 

works with advocacy teams to translate scientific data into 

language meaningful to state and federal legislators. 

RENÉ VIÑAS  

Councilor 

Dr. Martino is a native of Argentina. She is currently a 

Postdoctoral Associate at Dr. Kara Bernstein’s Laboratory in 

the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute. Her research 

focuses on investigating the role of novel DNA repair proteins 

in the repair of DNA damage induced by alkylating agents.  

JULIETA MARTINO 

Postdoctoral 

Representative 

Dr. Hernández-Ramón is currently a 

Scientific Program Manager at the Office 

of Intramural Training and Education 

(OITE) at NIH, and her work involves pre-

professional advising, supporting 

mentoring programs, and participating in 

various selection committees, among other 

duties.  

ELENA  

HERNÁNDEZ-RAMÓN 

Past President 
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 This year several 

HOT members were 

selected to present 

their work in the 

2017 SOT Annual 

Meeting in 

Baltimore. 



Those who had the opportunity to stop by and chat for some time at 

the HOT table know that those moments were priceless. In this table 

we could enjoy a multicultural conversation that could be in Spanish, 

English, Portuguese, or in these three languages at the same time. 

Moreover, we could meet old friends and make new ones. There is no 

way to deny that this table had a welcome and warm (HOT) 

atmosphere.  

The HOT 2017 Mentoring activity had the theme: How to prepare a 

great Curriculum Vitae? 

It was a great event! It started with the wise words of the key note speaker 

Dr. Peter Goering followed by the outstanding presentation of Dr. 

Mariana Del Carmen Cardenas Gonzalez - Tips and strategies on CV 

preparation. 

Following this introduction, trainees and students went to round tables 

where selected established professionals were available to answer 

questions and to help the trainees/students build their CVs. 

This event was hosted by Dr. Aline de Conti from NCTR-FDA. 

5 



6 

http://www.toxicology.org/groups/sig/hot/about.asp


Jose E. Manautou 

Professor of Pharmacology 

& Toxicology 

Interim Head, Department 

of Pharmaceutical Sciences 

 

Jose Zavala 

US EPA 

Sponsor: 

Lis Rueda 

Universidad de Buenos Aires 

Sponsor: Ingenieros  

Lemus de Mexico 

Lina Maria  

Peña-Acevedo 

Universidad de Antioquia,  

Medellin Colombia 

Sponsor: Ingenieros  

Lemus de Mexico 
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Michelle Hernandez 

Department of Environmental  

Medicine, NYU 

Sponsor: 

John Szilagyi  

Department of Pharmacology 

& Toxicology, Rutgers State 

University 

Sponsor: 

Dr. Mariana  

Cárdenas-González 

 

 

Dr. Elena  

Hernández-Ramón 

Past HOT President  

RECOGNITION 
by 

Dr. Silvia Berlanga, 

HOT Vice President- 

Elect 8 

HOT OUTSTANDING 
AWARDS 

Dr. Enrique Fuentes-

Mattei 
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During these 2 years serving as Toxenlaces editor I discovered, in the backstage of HOT, a group of outstanding 

professionals from diverse areas; industry, academia and government, that are working hard to deliver good 

quality of toxicological information and disseminate every opportunity that may improve the career of 

Hispanic/Latino scientists in the toxicology field. It is inspiring! On the other side, during this time as Toxenlaces 

editor, I met several of our members who contributed to the newsletter in the Short Article Section or Trainee 

Section, and again it is inspiring to see how members of our organization are performing their job with excellence. 

Also, by having the opportunity to be involved in planning and organizing our activities for the SOT meeting and 

HOT webinars, I could feel the eager wish of knowledge from the HOT members. All of these things together 

make this organization exceptional. 

Working with HOT helped me to develop and improve skills that, as a full time researcher, I don’t exercise daily. I 

have no doubts to say that being part of this organization makes me a more complete professional, and that 

somehow I am contributing for a cause that I believe, that is to improve enrollment of minorities in the scientific 

field. 

This is my last  issue as Toxenlaces editor, and now I will continue my work in this organization as HOT 

Councilor. Jose Delgado will be the new Editor-in-Chief of our bi-monthly newsletter. I know for sure that I am 

handing over charge of the newsletter to an extremely efficient person and leaving it in very safe and competent 

hands. 

 

Thank you for all the HOT members and executive committee that helped me with Toxenlaces, specially Jose 

Delgado and Alejandro Lee, and a super special thanks to our secretary Teresa Palacios.  

Thank you HOT for let me be part of this team. 

Aline de Conti 

alinedeconti@gmail.com 

Dear HOT members,  

I still remember my first contact with HOT at the 2013 SOT Annual Meeting 

in San Antonio, Texas, when Professor Silvia Berlanga, PhD, brought me to 

the HOT Annual Award Ceremony. I had a great time meeting new people 

and dancing salsa, but beyond this, at that time, I learned that in the 

structure of the Society of Toxicology (SOT) there is an opportunity for 

scientists who share a common interest to get together and effectively put 

the hands on ideas and develop projects to disseminate what they believe. 

In the case of HOT, to provide a forum for the awareness and discussion of 

relevant toxicological issues related to the Hispanic/Latino community inside 

and outside the US and to empower the new generation of Hispanic/Latino 

scientists. 
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Volunteer mentors needed  

  

A diverse workforce is essential to meet priorities in the nation’s biomedical, behavioral and clinical 

workforce. Toxicology is one of the fields lacking diversity. Iowa State University, Tuskegee University, and 

The Ohio State University are running the Toxicology Mentoring and Skills Development Training Program 

(ToxMSDT), to expose underrepresented undergraduate students with interest in STEM careers to 

toxicology. The goal is to build a pipeline of underrepresented undergraduate students entering the field of 

toxicology to create a more diverse and representative future workforce. The program relies on volunteer 

trained mentors from government and the private sector.  The public face of this program is the ToxMSDT 

web resource comprised of learning modules and supplemental resources targeted to student learning that 

also introduces the general public to toxicology. This resource can be accessed online at 

www.ToxMSDT.com.  

 

The program is seeking to recruit the next class of mentees as well as to expand our network of volunteer 

mentors, particularly from the private sector. Both mentee and mentor applications can be accessed 

online at the website. For additional questions please contact Dr. Wilson Rumbeiha, Program Director, by 

email at rumbeiha@iastate.edu.  

  

The Toxicology Mentoring and Skills Development Training Program is a 2 year 
program funded by the National Institutes of Health. The goal of the program is to 
support educational activities that complement and/or enhance the training of a 
diverse workforce to meet the nation’s biomedical, behavioral and clinical research 
needs.  

http://www.toxmsdt.com/
mailto:rumbeiha@iastate.edu
http://www.nih.gov/


The National Cancer Institute (NCI) Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program (CPFP) is now accepting applications for Cancer 
Prevention Fellows. This is a unique postdoctoral training opportunity for scientists and clinicians in the fields of cancer 
prevention and control. 
 
The CPFP is multidisciplinary by nature, as we select fellows from a variety of disciplines and backgrounds to include basic 
science, epidemiology, health services research, medicine, behavioral science, nursing, social science, nutrition, health 
education/health promotion, law, dentistry, statistics, geography, exercise science, and engineering. Unlike some 
postdoctoral programs, our fellows have the opportunity to select their own preceptors, and develop and lead research 
activities based on their own interests. 
  
The Program provides 
• Up to 4 years of financial support 
• Master of Public Health (MPH) or an equivalent degree at any one-year accredited university program, if needed 

depending on prior training  
• Mentored research opportunities at the National Cancer Institute (NCI) and Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
• Dedicated training to build scientific and leadership skills 
• Competitive stipends, relocation expenses, travel allowances, and more 
 
Duration 
The typical duration in the CPFP is 4 years (year 1: master's degree; years 2-4: NCI Summer Curriculum in Cancer 
Prevention and mentored research).  
 
To be considered for the CPFP, you must meet the following eligibility requirements 
Doctoral degree 
You must have an MD, PhD, JD or other doctoral degree in a related discipline (e.g., basic science, epidemiology, health 
services research, medicine, behavioral science, nursing, social science, nutrition, health education/health promotion, 
law, dentistry, statistics, geography, exercise science, or engineering). 
Applicants currently enrolled in accredited doctoral degree programs that have not yet fulfilled all degree requirements 
are welcome to apply with the understanding that all requirements will be completed before the start of the CPFP. 
Assurance to this effect must be supplied in writing by the chair of the dissertation committee (e.g., Ph.D. candidates) or 
the dean of the school (e.g., M.D. candidates). 
Foreign education must be comparable to that received in the United States. 
 
Prior postdoctoral experience 
You must have less than five years of relevant postdoctoral research experience at the time of appointment. 
 
Citizenship 
You must be a citizen or permanent resident of the United States at the time of application OR 
You must be applying through the Ireland-Northern Ireland-NCI Cancer Consortium. 
  
The application deadline is August 25, 2017. To be considered, applicants must submit application via the CPFP website. 
To learn more about eligibility requirements and to apply, please visit our website https://cpfp.cancer.gov/ or contact 
cpfpcoordinator@mail.nih.gov. 
  
Sincerely, 
NCI Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program Coordinators 
  

https://cpfp.cancer.gov/ 
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More information:  

www.sccalcuba.com 

The group Toxicology of the Cuban Society of 

Laboratory Animal Science (SCCAL) has the 

pleasure to invite our colleagues to the course 

General Toxicology and Food Safety that will be 

held in Havana, Cuba from June 15–19, 2017. 

September 20-23, 2017 

Ciudade de Santa De de la Vera Cruz, 

Republica Argentina 

More information: 

www.toxicologia.org.ar/inscripcion-xx-

congreso-toxicologia/ 

September 20-

22, 2017 

Hotel Pierre 

Mundo 

Imperial Punta 

Diamente 

Acapulco 

Gro.Mexico 

More information: www.ritsq.org/ 
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More information:  

www.aetox.es/xxii-congreso-

espanol-y-vi-iberoamericano-

valencia-28-30-junio-2017/ 

More information: 

http://ecfa.uh.cu/ecfa/  

http://www.sccalcuba.com/
http://www.toxicologia.org.ar/inscripcion-xx-congreso-toxicologia/
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Ingenieros 

Lemus de 

Mexico 

  

Asociación Española de Toxicología http://www.aetox.es/  

Asociación Latinoamericana de Toxicología http://www.alatox.org/  

Asociación Toxicológica Argentina http://www.ataonline.org.ar  

Asociación Venezolana de Toxicología Médica https://www.facebook.com/groups/1

76740585757320/?ref=br  

Center of Environmental and Toxicological 

Research –University of Puerto Rico 

http://cetr.rcm.upr.edu  

Escuela Académico-Profesional de Toxicología de 

la Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos 
http://farmacia.unmsm.edu.pe/pregr

ado/toxicologia.html  

PLAGBOL – Salud, Agricultura y Medio Ambiente http://plagbol.org.bo/  

Red Iberoamericana de Toxicología y Seguridad 

Química 

http://www.ritsq.org  

Sociedade Brasileira de Toxicologia http://www.sbtox.org.br/  

Sociedad Cubana de Toxicología http://www.sld.cu/sitios/toxicologia/  

Sociedad Mexicana de Toxicología http://www.somtox.com.mx/  

Society for Risk Analysis Latin America http://www.srala.org/  

Toxicología Acuática Ambiental, Medicina 

Veterinaria-Universidad Nacional de Colombia 

http://www.docentes.unal.edu.co/jfg

onzalezma  

Universidad de Cartagena http://reactivos.com  

If your Hispanic Organization is planning a Toxicology meeting or if you are organizing a 

Toxicology event intended for a primarily Hispanic audience, and want to promote it, send an 

email to Marcelo Wolansky (Councilor for Sister Organizations) at mjwolansky@gmail.com 

for more information for its inclusion in upcoming Toxenlaces issues. 

2015-2016 HOT Sponsors 

HOT Sister Organizations 

 

13 

http://www.mriglobal.org/
http://www.alturasanalytics.com/
http://www.aetox.es/
http://www.alatox.org/
http://www.ataonline.org.ar/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/176740585757320/?ref=br
https://www.facebook.com/groups/176740585757320/?ref=br
http://cetr.rcm.upr.edu/
http://farmacia.unmsm.edu.pe/pregrado/toxicologia.html
http://farmacia.unmsm.edu.pe/pregrado/toxicologia.html
http://plagbol.org.bo/
http://www.ritsq.org/
http://www.sbtox.org.br/
http://www.sld.cu/sitios/toxicologia/
http://www.somtox.com.mx/
http://www.srala.org/
http://www.docentes.unal.edu.co/jfgonzalezma
http://www.docentes.unal.edu.co/jfgonzalezma
http://reactivos.com/
Toxenlaces_ Oct_Nov2015 _AdeConti.pptx
Toxenlaces_ Oct_Nov2015 _AdeConti.pptx
Toxenlaces_ Oct_Nov2015 _AdeConti.pptx


 Toxenlaces is the newsletter that informs Hispanic toxicologists in the United States and 

the international Spanish and Portuguese-speaking scientific communities about important 

toxicological events and issues occurring in our countries. It is electronically published and 

distributed to our membership and Sister Organizations in Ibero-America. Toxenlaces 

disseminates critical dates for events, health perspectives, and funding and training opportunities. 

It serves as a toxicology forum for our members and other partner organizations, engages in 

educational outreach to the Hispanic communities and provides the essential elements to support 

networking among Hispanic toxicologists. Toxenlaces is open to receive collaborations from HOT 

and SOT members, and Sister Organizations. You can collaborate with short scientific articles, 

news or notes related with toxicology. Other ways to collaborate is by nominating your peers or 

yourself for the sections Trainee Section and When I Grow Up. For more information about 

collaborating with Toxenlaces send an email to Jose Delgado (Toxenlaces Editor) at 

jose.delgadojz@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/hispanicorganizationoftoxicologists  

Don’t forget to visit also the SOT Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-of-Toxicology-SOT/163627880427831?fref=ts 

HOT wants you to be part of the organization! To make it available to everyone, HOT accepts 

applications from non-SOT members to become HOT members. Yes, that is right!! You only 

have to have the desire to collaborate with and be part of our great organization. 

Your HOT membership provides you with valuable resources throughout your scientific career as 

for networking through the largest Hispanic toxicologist community, giving you opportunity for 

Travel Awards or serving as a mentor to the young Hispanic toxicologists; besides you receive 

the Toxenlaces newsletter every two months. 

Application and more information can be found at Non-SOT Member Application. 

So, what are you waiting for? We are looking forward to receiving your application today!! 

The views expressed in this Toxenlaces issue do not necessarily represent those of the 

Hispanic Organization of Toxicologists (HOT) or Society of Toxicology (SOT).  
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