
Women in Toxicology (WIT) - Special Interest Group 

Society of Toxicology 

Face-to-Face Meeting 

25 March 2014 

2:30 pm (EDT), 1:30 pm (CDT), 12:30 pm (MDT), 11:30 am (PDT) 

 

Attendees: Prathibha Rao, Brenda Faiola, Tao Wang, Kristina Chadwick, Heather Dowty, Kristy 

Kutanzi (phone), Brittany Baisch, Alex Lau (phone), Courtney Horvath, Sharmilee Sawant, Jessica 

Sapiro 

 

Regrets: Laurie Haws, Phoebe Stapleton  

 

Agenda and Discussions: 

1) Informational Announcement - SIG-CG 

a) Kristina announced that the SIG-CG Hot Topic on air pollution was held on Monday, March 

25th at the SOT Annual Meeting. Two of the three speakers were international, with the 

third doing research in Ghana, allowing for a global perspective on the topic. There were 

approximately 50 people in attendance and the session ran 30 minutes past the scheduled 

end time due to questions from the audience. Kristina recommended that next year the 

committee chairs petition SOT to provide a better location and timeslot (which was not 

possible this year as the session was not considered a scientific session by SOT). 

b) A representative of the CCT committee presented at the SIG-CG the opportunities available 

to SS and SIGs to sponsor/host CCT conferences or webinars. With SOT providing the start-

up funds and covering the costs (profits, if any, would be shared 50-50 with SOT), the event 

chairs have support in putting together a 1-2 day in-depth discussion of hot topics in 

science.  

 

2) WIT Seal Update 

Brenda announced that the SIG-CG website was not quite ready to launch in time for the 

meeting. Brenda provided feedback to the web design team at SOT HQ, but these changes have 

not been released for the subcommittee to re-review. The SIG-CG website uses the new circular 

seal/crest of each SIG as a portal to the SIG’s webpage. 

 

3) WIT Volunteer Sign-up Sheet 

A WIT volunteer sign-up sheet will be passed around at the WIT reception (awards committee, 

newsletter committee, annual meeting proposal review committee, endowment fund 

committee). Members will be informed that signing up on the volunteer list does not necessarily 

guarantee that they will be contacted. 



Post Meeting Note: The volunteer sign-up sheet was generated by Heather and available for 

sign-up at the WIT annual reception. A copy of the volunteer list was distributed to the WIT-EC 

on March 31, 2014.  

 

4) Girl Scouts Event 

Tao re-visited the Girl Scouts Events, an event sponsored by WIT in 2013 with NorCal SOT. This 

year WIT has encouraged the organizers of the event to seek SOT sponsorship since SOT has a 

budget set aside for such events. NorCal SOT will organize another Girl Scout Sciences Day on 

April 6th (Sunday) from 1 to 6 pm, and Tao was invited to participate in the event representing 

WIT. Similar to last year, Tao will give an introduction about WIT. NorCal SOT has applied for and 

obtained funding from national SOT to support this event ($500 from SOT, and $500 from 

NorCal SOT).   In the event of a shortage of funds WIT will provide partial support for the event.  

 

5) WIT Endowment Fund Opportunity Update 

Prathibha announced earlier that $8000 was being bequeathed to WIT. This money could be 

used either to fund a student travel award in the amount of approximately $1000 a year for 8 

years, or additional funds could be solicited to bring the value up to $25,000 at which point SOT 

would provide a matching contribution to establish an endowment fund ($50,000). At the WIT 

teleconference meeting in February the WIT EC voted in favor of trying to obtain the additional 

funds to create an endowment award.  The proposal was approved by the legal counsel and is 

currently under review for ratification by the SOT council  A subcommittee will be set up to 

oversee the fundraising efforts (additional volunteers will be invited), but all members are 

encouraged to reach out to their colleagues and to tap into their networks to raise the 

necessary funds. One idea was that a formal letter will be drafted to be sent to potential donors. 

There is no minimum donation; any and all contributions will be accepted. If the $25,000 is not 

raised within 3 years then the WIT EC could either vote to use money from the general WIT 

budget to top up the funds necessary to create an endowment award (note SOT will only match 

new money, not this transfer of funds so WIT would have to double this portion of the 

contribution to obtain the $50,000 needed), ask SOT Headquarters for a 1 year extension to try 

and reach the goal, or use the money obtained for travel awards. Although it had been 

suggested that undergraduates be targeted for awards by WIT, Brittany updated the WIT EC that 

undergraduates are not able to officially join WIT (although they can join SOT for free). 

ACTION: Brittany will follow up with SOT Headquarters to find out why undergraduates cannot 

attain WIT membership and to find out if this can be changed moving forward. 

 

6) Celebrating Women Through WIT 

The idea of announcing the achievements of WIT members was re-visited. It was suggested that 

a blast email could be sent out to the membership encouraging them to submit 

achievements/accomplishments (e.g. graduations, promotions, and/or other career milestones) 

for recognition in the WIT newsletter, on the WIT website, in a subsequent email 

communication, or at the WIT reception next year. 



 

7) Increasing Women’s visibility in the Society 

Tao suggested that besides celebrating women’s in the WIT newsletters within WIT and among 

ourselves, we might also want to think about ways to increase women’s visibility in the Society 

of Toxicology. For example, people noticed that this year the majority of SOT award winners are 

men, such as the Achievement, Merit, Public Communications, Distinguished Toxicology Scholar, 

and Education awards. Historically, we have much less female awardees in general. One 

approach WIT can take is to help nominate outstanding female toxicologists for these awards, 

ultimately increasing women’s visibility in the society. Another approach is to organize some 

good scientific sessions, for example, on breast cancer, children health, etc. We need to discuss 

this in detail. Post meeting note: For example, for the “SOT Achievement Award”, historically 

from 1967 to 2014, we have 5 female awardees out of 44 awardees in total.  

 

8) Proposals for the 2015 SOT Annual Meeting 

The deadline for members to submit proposals to the SOT program committee is April 30th, 

2014. An announcement will be made at the reception to encourage members to seek WIT 

endorsement.  WIT EC members were encouraged to prepare and submit proposals and to 

solicit proposals from members for sponsorship by WIT.  Tao will lead an effort to look into 

possible proposal topics, such as breast cancer and other ideas relevant to women. She will also 

lead the WIT proposal review effort this year. The proposal review committee includes: Tao-

chair, Sharmilee, Brittany, Jessica (the new student rep would like to join the committee and 

learn about this process), Courtney, and one or two WIT members from the Volunteer list. 

 

9) The next WIT EC meeting is scheduled for April 11th at 11:00 am (EDT). Incoming 

officers are also invited to attend. Note that the WIT EC turn-over is May 1st, 2014. 

Post-meeting note: Meeting re-scheduled for April 17th at 1:00 pm (EDT). 


