
Women in Toxicology (WIT) - Special Interest Group 

Society of Toxicology 

Teleconference 

15 November 2013 

12:00 pm (EST), 11:00 am (CST), 10:00 am (MST), 9:00 am (PST) 

 

Attendees: Brenda Faiola, Tao Wang, Kristina Chadwick, Heather Dowty, Laurie Haws, Kristy 

Kutanzi, Phoebe Stapleton 

 

Regrets: Prathibha Rao, Brittany Baisch 

 

Agenda and Discussions: 

1) Elections Update  

The deadline for nominations is December 10th. Tao nominated Ofelia Olivera for the VP elect 

position, and will also contact Diana Auyeung-Kim (past President of the American Association 

of Chinese in Toxicology), and Sushmita Chanda (the current president for Norcal SOT RC) to see 

if they are interested in running for either councilor or VP elect. If there is less than two 

candidates for a position by December 2nd, Kristina will re-blast the nomination deadlines to the 

membership. Post-meeting note: Diana and Sushmita declined the nomination, and Ofelia is on 

leave until 25 Nov 13. 

 

2) Treasurer’s Report 

As of September 30th, 2013, the WIT net assets were $32,568. The Hudson and Weissburger 

Endowment Fund made $401 in interest and dividends this past quarter, with a total return of 

$3,775. The net asset value of this fund was $73,836 as of September 30th, 2013. 

 

3) Student Representative Update  

Brittany has received 3 nominations for the Student Representative position that will become 

available in the 2014-2015 SOT year. The WIT EC tentatively set the February teleconference as 

the deadline for deciding on the new Student Representative appointee, so that the 

appointment can be announced at the National meeting in March and the term begin on 01 May 

2014.  

 

4) Awards Update  

a) Charles River Laboratories has confirmed their sponsorship of a $1000 Mentoring Award 

and a $500 Student Achievement Award. Susan Smith, their representative, will be at the 

SOT meeting to present the award. The WIT EC agreed to extend an invitation for a 

representative from Charles River Laboratories to join the awards review committee. 

b) Only 1 Mentoring Award nomination package has been received thus far. If only two are 

received by the deadline, November 18th, the deadline will be extended. Post-meeting note: 



Several new applications were received by the deadline; therefore an extension will not be 

necessary. 

c) The possibility of putting award application packages in a centralized online location through 

an SOT site was discussed. From past communications with SOT, it appears that ToXchange 

is the only medium SOT offers for sharing files, and WIT currently has only 2 options: to 

share files within the WIT EC or with the entire WIT membership. Neither option was 

considered to be an appropriate venue for sharing files between awards committee 

members since there are non-EC members that serve on the Awards committee. There is a 

possibility that Pfizers file share capabilities could be utilized as an alternative. 

d) Heather suggested that the WIT EC could invite members of the awards committee to be 

nominated for WIT EC positions, as they already have shown an interest in serving WIT. 

e) The WIT EC agreed that only current or pending postdoctoral fellows as of the award 

application deadline could be eligible to apply for the WIT Postdoctoral Fellow Achievement 

Award.  

 

5) WIT Seal for SIG-CG website 

SOT headquarters designed a seal for the WIT SIG, along with 3 other SIGs that did not have a 

circular seal, for use on the SIG-CG website. The intent of the seals was to make the site more 

uniform in appearance and would be used as an icon that, when clicked, would act as a gateway 

to each individual SIG’s webpage. Although the SIGs could use the seal for other purposes, such 

as on their own websites, newsletters, etc, it did not necessarily need to be used for anything 

other than on the SIG-CG website. The general consensus from the WIT EC was that, with the 

exception of the SIG-CG website, WIT will continue to use its original logo for all other purposes.  

From the discussion, it was clear members needed to see the revised seal again in order to make 

a final decision on approval (or disapproval) of the design. Post-meeting note: It was suggested 

that minor revisions be made to the seal to improve the visibility of the four central arrows; 

Brenda has provided this feedback to SOT HQ. 

 

6) Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT) Update 

Laurie suggested that WIT sponsor a CCT conference in the future, especially as SOT provides 

the start-up funds and logistical support (i.e., signing contracts, taking on liabilities) necessary to 

host the conference. Although the intent of the CCTs is not necessarily to make money, there is 

a potential to share in the profits, with SOT receiving half the profit and the organizing SIG, RC, 

or SS sharing the other half. The primary benefit of hosting a CCT is that attendees can 

participate in a 1-2 day in-depth discussion of hot-topics in science. The WIT EC suggested that 

Laurie could reach out to the membership at the WIT reception to see if anyone was interested 

in taking on such a time-intensive project.  The WIT EC would be open to endorsing a CCT upon 

review of the proposal. At this time, there was no current EC member with the time to 

spearhead a CCT. 

 

 



7) Requesting Funding/Sponsorship from WIT – Process and Procedures Review 

Kristina led the discussion regarding the process by which the WIT EC review and grant requests 

for funding. Earlier this year, WIT authorized funding of $500 to the NorCal Regional Chapter 

(RC) to host a Girl Scouts toxicology event in April 2013. Funding was requested by NorCal SOT 

to host a similar event again in 2014. The WIT EC suggested that the organizers first be directed 

to seek support from the RC and National SOT. Tao will contact the President of the RC to advise 

them of the pool of money SOT has set aside for funding such RC events. If the RC and/or SOT 

does not fund this event, WIT would like to provide financial support, to co-sponsor the event 

with NorCal SOT. Regardless of whether SOT funds this event, WIT would encourage 

participation in the event by WIT members especially to introduce the field of toxicology as a 

potential career path to young girls. 

 

8) Mentoring Breakfast Update  

Kristy reported on the November 1st Mentoring Breakfast Committee teleconference. The 

committee has raised the cap of mentee slots to 60, up from 50 in the previous 2 years, with 18 

facilitators matching the participants with mentors. The hope is to recruit some of the 

facilitators from previous years to maintain continuity of the program. The committee is 

planning to present 1 or 2 mentee-mentor success stories to satisfy the SOT council metrics. The 

questionnaire used to help facilitators match the mentees with appropriate mentors will be 

reviewed at the next planning meeting in January.  

9) The next WIT EC meeting is scheduled for December 12th at 2 pm EST. Post-meeting 

note: December meeting was cancelled. Next meeting scheduled for January 17th at 12 

pm EST. 


