
Women in Toxicology (WIT) - Special Interest Group (SIG) of the Society of Toxicology 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

Teleconference Call 
22 May 2018 

1:00 pm (EDT), 12:00 am (CDT), 11:00 am (MDT), 10:00 am (PDT) 
Attendees: 
Betina Lew (BL, President) 
Janis Hulla (JH, President-elect) 
Virunya Bhat (VB, Secretary/Treasurer) 
Jessica Sapiro (JS, Junior Councilor) 
Samantha Snow (SS, Postdoc Rep) 
Lauren Lewis (LL, Student Rep) 
 
Regrets: 
Laurie Haws (LH, Past-President) 
Susan Emeigh Hart (SH, Vice President) 
Jenny Cohen (JC, Senior Councilor) 
Brittany Baisch (BB) invited to give update on AAAS nomination)  
 
SOT Liaison 
Ashley Black (AB)  
 
Agenda: 

1. Welcome (BL)  

The meeting was held via Skype due to technical difficulties assessing the Webex. Since 
some EC members were unable to join the call, BL postponed welcoming the new EC 
members until the June EC call. 

2. Annual Meeting Session Proposal Pre-review- Committee updates (JH) 

Ten proposals were submitted to WIT to pre-review by the WIT deadline. Two additional 
proposals not meeting the deadline were not reviewed. SOT has not yet sent the formal list 
of submitted sessions requesting WIT endorsement. JH will compile and send to VB the full 
list of volunteers from the two pre-review groups, which were headed by Ofelia Olivero and 
SH, so that they can be added to the list of WIT volunteers that is acknowledged at the WIT 
reception.    

3. Webinar request submission (BL) 

BL will confirm that JC will chair the webinar committee, given JC’s past experience serving 
on this committee and BL or JC will email the EC to solicit topic ideas and interest in serving 
on the committee. BL will request that JC send the webinar form with budget request to 
SOT HQ ASAP (deadline July 1) for WIT hosted webinars targeted for Sept 2018 and Feb 
2019. JS will share a previously compiled spreadsheet listing potential topics and will co-
chair the committee with JC for the Sept webinar. JH volunteered to speak about Sexual 



Harassment in the Workplace as a potential topic but does not have time to help organize 
the webinar. JH will send relevant notes she took (e.g. webinar logistics, scheduling, budget) 
during the SOT Leadership Connection Webinar #2 that occurred earlier today.   

4. WIT Newsletter (VB)  

The 1st issue will be published July/August and will recap the Annual Meeting and include 
original and recurring content (e.g. WIT award winners, upcoming award deadlines). To 
date, there are 9 original articles and VB has indicated to the authors that first drafts are 
due June 8. There are 7 volunteers to help format/edit.  

The 2nd issue in January/February 2019 will include announcements related to the Annual 
Meeting. 

5. Updates on AAAS nomination committee  

BB was not able to participate in the call. There was general approval of the proposed 
nomination committee members. BL will tell BB to progress with working with the 
committee to identify a short (e.g. 5) list of potential nominees. Once the short list is 
compiled, WIT EC will help decide how many to nominate and does not foresee nominating 
more than one or two individuals by the Aug 15 deadline. Ofelia Olivero was suggested as a 
good candidate for the short list. BB is invited to give a committee update at the June 18 
WIT EC call.  

6. The next WIT EC meeting will be Monday, June 18th at 1:00 PM EDT.  

VB will touch base with AB to confirm Webex details and availability. 


