
 

1st WIT Webinar 
 
ToxicoEpigenetics CCT  

2  
 

2 
 
Endowment Funds 
Update  
 

 

2 

2016 WIT Award 
Winners 
 

3 

Highlights from the 
2016 Annual Meeting 
 

4-
10 

K-12 Outreach 
 

 10 

Celebrating Your 
Success 
 

11 

 

  President 

Sharmilee Sawant 

 

President Elect 

Laurie Couture Haws 

 

Vice President 

  Betina Lew  

 

  Secretary/Treasurer 

Brittany Baisch 

 

Past President  

Tao Wang 

 

Councilors 

Marie Fortin 

Nadia Moore 

 

Postdoctoral 

Representative 

Alison Sanders 

 

Student 

Representative 

Lauren Walker 

 

 

 

  

Dear WIT members,  

Greetings! It is my great pleasure to serve 

as your WIT President this year. It is my 

privilege to welcome Betina Lew (VP), 

Nadia Moore (Jr Councilor), Brittany 

Baisch (Secretary/Treasurer), Alison 

Sanders (Postdoc Rep), and Lauren 

Walker (Student Rep) to the Executive 

Committee (WIT EC). They join Tao 

Wang (Past President), Laurie Haws 

(President-Elect), Marie Fortin (Sr 

Councilor) and myself in serving all of our 

WIT members this term (May 2016 to 

April 2017). I would like to thank the 

outgoing officers Brenda Faiola (Past 

President), Alexandria Lau (Sr 

Councilor), Courtney Horvath 

(Secretary/Treasurer), Jaime Mirowsky 

(Postdoc Rep), and Jessica Sapiro 

(Student Rep) for their contributions and 

service to WIT. 

We had exceptional attendance at the 

WIT reception during the SOT Annual 

Meeting in New Orleans. A special thanks 

to Peter Goering, Jacqueline Smith, 

Jerry Hook, and Shawn Lamb for 

attending and addressing the WIT 

members. Dr. Goering, SOT President 

and WIT member, acknowledged and 

supported WIT’s objectives and activities. 

WIT sincerely thanks Shawn Lamb for the 

establishment of the new Celebrating 

Women in Toxicology (CWiT) endowment 

fund and Drs. Smith and Hook, the 

Society’s “First Visionary Contributors,” 

for their generous donation to the CWiT 

Award fund. This year we introduced and 

presented three CWiT awards along with 

the Achievement Awards and Hudson-

Weisberger Award to graduate students 

and postdocs and Mentoring Awards to 

 

President’s Message 

associate and full members. Thanks to 

Alex Lau for chairing the Awards 

Committee and to the committee 

volunteers for their service and bringing 

forth deserving candidates. Many thanks 

to MPI and Charles River for their 

financial support for the WIT reception 

and awards, respectively. 

Based on the feedback received from our 

membership, WIT hosted its first webinar 

on Career Development in April and it 

was a great success with 232 

participants. Many thanks to the 

hostesses Marie Fortin and Jessica 

Sapiro, and the speakers Ruth Roberts, 

Judith Zelikoff, Tao Wang and Myrtle 

Davis. We plan to host at least one more 

webinar later in the year, so please stay 

tuned for more information.  

I strongly urge WIT members to continue 

to be involved and engaged with WIT 

activities, by volunteering on committees 

and helping with the newsletters.  

I look forward to the exciting year ahead 

and to working with the WIT EC and the 

members to further strengthen our 

mission of promotion, leadership, 

education, visibility, and mentoring of 

women in toxicology. If you have any 

bright ideas to further strengthen WIT’s 

mission, please forward them to me.  

Hope you had a great summer! 

Sincerely, 

Sharmilee Sawant, PhD, DABT 

President, Women In Toxicology SIG 

Newsletter 
 End of  Summer 2016 

mailto:sharmilee.sawant@hyh.com
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We Welcome Your Continued Support of  the WIT Endowment Funds 
By Marie Fortin 

 

 

A Successful Webinar Launched the WIT Webinar Program! 
By Marie Fortin & Jessica Sapiro 

A little over a month ago, the Women in 

Toxicology Special Interest Group hosted its first 

webinar. For this first online event, we sought to 

answer our members’ most pressing needs and 

provide them with insightful career development 

advice from successful and outstanding female 

leaders from academia, industry, and 

government. Together, Drs. Judith Zelikoff from 

New York University, Ruth Roberts from 

APCONIX, and Myrtle Davis from the National 

Cancer Institute addressed complex issues such 

as negotiating a competitive salary, climbing a 

career ladder, speaking up without being viewed 

as aggressive, and networking effectively. The 

inaugural webinar was a huge success with over 

230 participants, and more than 40 questions 

received from the participants. 

In addition to their preparation for the webinar and their live 

participation, the panelists answered all the questions that 

were submitted prior to, and during the webinar in the form 

of a Q&A. You can listen to the webinar recording or go 

through the slides at your convenience. WIT will be 

preparing another webinar in the coming months in 

response to the interests of our membership. 

 

It’s time to register for the SOT CCT ToxicoEpigenetics Meeting! This 

cross-functional conference will bring together experts in toxicology, 

epigenetics, and risk assessment across industry, government, and 

academia to transform approaches to safety evaluation and risk 

assessment. If you would like to learn more about the epigenome as a 

mechanism mediating exposure effects and its future applications in 

risk assessment and mitigation, please attend! If you have any 

questions please contact the organizers Dr. Shaun McCullough or Dr. 

Dana Dolinoy. They have an exceptional program of speakers and 

discussions scheduled, and will be selecting speakers (with travel 

funding) from submitted abstracts. 

donation, please visit the WIT website. Please use this form for your 

donation, and indicate which WIT Endowment Fund you wish to 

support. Thank you! 

Our two Endowment funds, the Celebrating Women in 

Toxicology (CWiT) Fund and the Vera W. Hudson and 

Elizabeth K. Weisburger Scholarship Fund are two 

permanently restricted endowment funds that enable 

WIT to provide awards for outstanding toxicologists 

who have shown dedication to science and leadership. 

Your contribution to either of these funds will enable 

WIT to continue to provide awards to remarkable 

individuals as a way to recognize them for their 

accomplishments in their fields, contributions to the 

Society, and to WIT. To review the Funds and make a 

November 2–4, 2016 
Tyson’s Corner, Virginia 

 

By Marie Fortin 
 

https://aim-hq.webex.com/aim-hq/lsr.php?RCID=61584163c94e4a2b954fe354399bdf94
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/sig/wit/docs/WIT_Webinar_f1.pdf
http://www.toxicology.org/events/shm/cct/toxicoepigenetics.asp
mailto:mccullough.shaun@epa.gov
mailto:ddolinoy@umich.edu
mailto:ddolinoy@umich.edu
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/sig/WIT/index.asp
http://www.toxicology.org/endowment/docs/Endowment_Donor_form.pdf


 Congratulations to the 2016 Women in Toxicology 
SIG Award Winners! By Brittany Baisch  Awardees are pictured with Tao Wang 
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Mentoring Award 

 

James Luyendyk, PhD 
Michigan State University 

Pictured with Tao Wang, Dr. Aurore Varela 

(Charles River Laboratories), and Marie Fortin 

Vera W Hudson and Elizabeth K Weisburger 

Scholarship Fund Student Award 

 

Logeswari Ponnusamy 
Texas Tech University 

Graduate Student 

Achievement Award 
Postdoctoral  

Achievement Award 

 

Samantha Snow, PhD 
US EPA 

 

Kyla Walters 
Michigan State University 

Celebrating Women in Toxicology Award 

 

Kristin Licko 
Michigan State University 

 

Dana Lauterstein 
New York University 

 

Kimberly Keil, PhD 
University of California Davis 



WIT had a great business meeting and reception in New Orleans! Several 
special guests joined us including: Dr. Jacqueline Smith, Dr. Jerry Hook, 
Dr. Peter Goering, and Mrs. Shawn Lamb.  Dr. Goering, SOT President, 
presented his sincere and heartfelt perspectives on unconscious bias by 
sharing the insights and experiences of three scientists and educators – 
Debra Meyerson (Stanford University), Neil deGrasse Tyson (Hayden 
Planetarium), and Lisa Randall (Harvard University). He reaffirmed SOT's 
commitment to ensure that the contributions, knowledge, and experiences of 
all members are sought out and valued so that each can achieve their full 
potential and that will build an even stronger and more vibrant SOT.  At the 
conclusion of his remarks, Dr. Goering encouraged WIT to continue to “kick 
a little glass” and expressed appreciation to its members for their 
accomplishments in advancing the science of toxicology and for their 
commitment to mentoring women – and men – to advance careers and 
professional development. 

WIT had a very productive year and reported on our numerous 
accomplishments. We continued to nominate outstanding female 
toxicologists for the major SOT awards, with the goal of enhancing the 
recognition of female toxicologists within the Society.  In addition, new awards 
will enhance the recognition of young and senior toxicologists among WIT 
members. Our heartfelt congratulations go out to all of the award winners 
(Page 3)! 

WIT had the very good fortune of establishing the new “Celebrating Women 
in Toxicology Award Endowment Fund” in little more than a year. At the 
reception, Mrs. Lamb spoke about how the fund was established. This award 
was inspired and initiated by a generous donation of $8000 from the estate 
of Ms. Anne Wolven Garrett by Mrs. Shawn Lamb. The Executive 
Committee expressed their gratitude to all donors for their generous gifts, 
especially Dr. Jacqueline Smith (formerly served on SOT Council) and Dr. 
Jerry Hook (SOT Past President) for their significant contributions that 
helped to push this WIT endowment fund over the threshold! Dr. Smith 
spoke to the audience about how she and Dr. Hook were impressed by WIT's 
strategies for facilitating the recognition and career development of women in 
toxicology, and encouraged all WIT members to be confident and excel! The 
endowment fund will support the mission of WIT and its members for many 
years to come.  

Shortly after the SOT Annual Meeting, WIT hosted the first webinar on career 
development with huge success (Page 2). 

In addition to building a WIT LinkedIn group to enhance communication and 
form stronger bonds among our members outside the annual meeting, we 
also released three newsletters, created a WIT historical Timeline recording 
major events and decisions, and endorsed excellent scientific programs for 
the SOT annual meeting. 

Many thanks to all of our volunteers, including: Nikita Joshi, Stacie Schulze, 
Jaya Chilakapati, Phoebe Stapleton, Leigh Ann Burns-Naas, Janis Hulla, 
Mercedes Salvador, Nicole Olgun, Michelle Hooth, Virginia Moser, Lisa 
Prince, Kristina Chadwick, Elissa Wong, Shaun McCullough, Virunya 
Bhat, Dana Walsh, Kristin Bircsak, Angela Slitt, Betina Lew, Jennifer 
Cohen, Minerva Mercado, Bethany Hannas, Brittany Baisch, Rebecca 
Comba, Sakina Eltom, Pam Marone, Emma Bowers, Michelle Horner, 
Colleen McLoughlin, Priyanka Trivedi, Haiyan Tong and Katherine 
Zychowski. Your contributions were invaluable, and we hope that each of 
you found your service to the Society rewarding.  See you next year! 

    

 

We had a fantastic reception in New Orleans!   By Tao Wang 
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SOT President, Peter Gehring, PhD, 
addresses the WIT Reception 
attendees 

SOT members and guests 
enjoy the reception 

Ms. Shawn Lamb, Dr. 
Jacqueline Smith, and Dr. Jerry 
Hook 



  WIT Visibility at the Student/Postdoc Mixer!  
By Jessica Sapiro and Jaime Mirowsky 
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 WIT members participate in local education outreach 

events (e.g. STEM events, Girl Scout science 

activities, and sessions on recruiting undergraduate 

students into Toxicology). 

 WIT members participate, both as experts and 

trainees, in Chat with an Expert.  

 

2.) How can I become more involved as a student or 

postdoc? 

 Students and postdocs can volunteer to serve on 

committees for the WIT activities. Sign-up sheets 

were available at the WIT reception or you can email 

the chair of the committee (details and contact 

information are listed on the WIT website).  

 Students and postdocs can volunteer to author or 

edit articles for the WIT newsletter.  

 Students and postdocs can attend the WIT reception 

at the SOT Annual Meeting to keep up-to-date with 

WIT events and news, and meet other WIT 

members. 

 Graduate students can apply for the Student 

Representative position and postdocs can put their 

name on the ballot during the annual election to 

serve as Posdoc Representative for the WIT 

Executive Committee. An announcement is made 

each fall for any open position(s). If you are 

interested in learning more about the positions, we 

encourage you to contact the current 

representatives. 

 

3.) What mentoring opportunities does WIT support for 

its members? 

WIT highly encourages its members to participate in 

the SOT Mentor Match program.   

 

4.) How can undergraduate students join WIT? 

 On the WIT website under the “Join WIT” tab, 

undergraduate students can fill out the non-SOT 

member form and return it to SOT Headquarters. 

 There is no fee for undergraduate student 

membership. 

If you have more questions or were not able to attend the 

Mixer, please email the current student representative, 

Lauren Walker or postdoc representative, Alison Sanders. 

Hosted by the Graduate Student Leadership Committee 

(GSLC), the Student/Postdoc Mixer is an event held on Sunday 

evening of the SOT Annual Meeting. The Mixer provides a 

venue for students and postdocs to catch up with colleagues, 

establish new connections, and learn about the various ways to 

get involved in SOT.  Each Regional Chapter, Specialty 

Section, and Special Interest Group displays its poster that is 

staffed by representatives from that Chapter, Section or Group. 

Attendees are encouraged to play a bingo-like game and 

interact with representatives to learn more about their group. 

WIT had over 50 attendees stop by our poster, including a 

number of undergraduate students (undergraduate students 

are eligible to join WIT)! 

The top questions and answers about WIT were: 

1.) What current activities do WIT members participate in? 

 WIT members can serve as chairs or speakers for 

Annual Meeting scientific sessions.  

 WIT members can serve on the WIT SOT Award 

Nomination Subcommittee or recommend nominees to 

help WIT facilitate SOT Award nominations on behalf 

of its members. 

 WIT members can apply for WIT awards and/or serve 

on the WIT Awards Committee. 

 WIT members can engage in and attend WIT-

sponsored webinars. 

 WIT members are active participants in the SOT 

Mentor Match program by serving as facilitators at the 

Annual Meeting Mentoring Breakfast and engaging in a 

mentoring relationship as a mentor or mentee 

throughout the year.  

https://www.toxicology.org/application/jobbank/mentormatch.asp
mailto:lwalk006@ucr.edu
mailto:alison.sanders@mssm.edu


 

The genome contains the blueprint for the structure and function of 

cells, tissues, and organs. However, the use of this information is 

controlled by chromatin modifications, DNA methylation, and non-

coding RNAs – three different regulatory mechanisms collectively 

referred to as the epigenome. The epigenome is a dynamic 

framework that is responsive to acute environmental exposures, yet 

changes to the epigenome can also be stable enough to have chronic 

and even multi-generational implications. Investigations into the role 

of the epigenome in toxicology are rapidly evolving as a result of 

novel applications of epigenomics to constantly emerging 

toxicological studies. This workshop, co-chaired by WIT members Dr. 

Shaun D McCullough (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) and 

Dr. Dana C Dolinoy (University of Michigan School of Public Health), 

brought together toxicologists with diverse interests to discuss 

cutting-edge research focused around the role of the epigenome in 

translational investigations focused on the effects of environmental 

exposures.   

The workshop was opened by Dr. Ken Olden, Director of the 

National Center for Environmental Assessment at the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, with an introduction to the 

epigenome and its potential in public health research. Dr. Olden 

highlighted the prospect of epigenomic signatures as biomarkers of 

exposure history and disease susceptibility. Furthermore, Dr. Olden 

discussed the foundations of the Neighborhood Epigenetics Study, 

which is currently exploring the impact of social, geographical, and 

environmental stressors on the epigenome, and how the resulting 

epigenomic states influence susceptibility to the effects of pollutant 

exposure. 

Dr. Cheryl Walker, Robert A. Welch Professor and Director of the 

Institute of Biosciences & Technology at Texas A&M University, 

followed by discussing the role of the epigenome in programming that 

directs cell fate during differentiation and its implications in the 

Developmental Origins of Health and Disease (DOHaD). She 

presented evidence that exposures to endocrine disrupting chemicals 

can disrupt developmental programming and thus resetting the 

epigenetic “rheostat” leading to aberrant expression of hormone-

responsive genes and increased risk of carcinogenesis. 

The session then shifted focus to DNA methylation with a 

presentation by Dr. Andrea Baccarelli, Chairman of the Department 

of Environmental Health Sciences at Columbia University. In his talk, 

Dr. Baccarelli described findings from human environmental studies 

which indicated that epigenetic alterations may mediate, or at least 

help to predict, effects caused by toxic exposures (air pollution, lead, 

arsenic, nickel, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs)). Dr. 

The Role of  the Epigenome in Exposure 
Effects, Susceptibility,  

and Public Health 
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Baccarelli also presented data that demonstrated 

the association between exposure-related 

alterations in DNA methylation in blood and other 

tissues with disease outcomes.  

Dr. Lisa Chadwick, Health Scientist 

Administrator at the National Institute of 

Environmental Health Sciences and one of the 

Program Directors for the NIH Roadmap 

Epigenomics Program, followed by discussing the 

development and applications of the recently-

released Roadmap Epigenomics Program. This 

public data resource of reference epigenomic 

maps represents a wide range of normal human 

cell and tissue types and provides a rich resource 

for researchers interested in understanding how 

epigenetic modifications distinguish cell types. 

The Roadmap Epigenomics Program also 

provides a reference to help interpret the 

significance of epigenomic variation associated 

with disease.   

Dr. Ruchir Shah, Chief Scientific Officer at 

Sciome, closed the session with a presentation on 

the integration of global epigenomics data in a 

multi-omics analytical approach. His presentation 

focused on how investigators can apply 

bioinformatics tools to dig deep into multi-omics 

datasets. These datasets are built from 

epigenomics data that is generated through 

chemical and environmental exposure studies that 

are combined with “omics” data from publicly 

available databases, such as ENCODE and the 

Roadmap Epigenomics Project.   

Overall, this dynamic workshop drew a very dense 

crowd with outstanding presentations that 

showcased work at the forefront of mechanistic 

and molecular toxicology. Data presented in this 

session highlighted the importance of the 

epigenome as a modulator of health effects 

associated with environmental exposures, as well 

as a potential tool in next generation risk 

assessment.   

By Shaun McCullough and Dana Dolinoy 

WIT Endorsed Events at 2016 SOT 

 



The advent of toxicogenomics, proteomics and high-throughput screening has provided 
researchers with massive amounts of information to predict in vivo toxicity. Equally 
important in moving the field forward is the conscience effort to choose biologically relevant 
cells and cell lines. This workshop brought together a broad panel of experts from industry 
and academia to discuss how to select and use human cell models for the most relevant 
toxicity prediction. Dr. Falgun Shah, Principle Scientist in Pfizer’s Computational Sciences 
Center of Emphasis, gave an overview on why we need different cell lines. Using 
pharmaceutical examples, he advocated for the use of cytotoxicity assays from 
rodent/human cell lines in understanding species-specific toxicity, recommended the use 
of multiple cytotoxicity assays and cell lines to identify bad actors from all ionization states, 
and emphasized the importance of knowing the genetic make-up of these cell lines for 
predicting phenotypic toxicity. 
 
Dr. Nisha Sipes, a Health Science Evaluator and Computational Toxicologist within the 
National Toxicology Program Division at the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences (NIEHS), discussed NIEHS’s strategies for choosing biological diversity for the 
next phase of Tox21 high throughput toxicity testing. Large datasets using the National 
Cancer Institute’s 60 cell lines and NextBio’s 1076 biological samples were mined over for 
cytotoxicity and baseline genomic data to reveal that the most diversity came from different 
organ lineages, and cells could be picked using a unique algorithm.  
 
Dr. George Daston, Victor Mills Society Research Fellow at Procter & Gamble, discussed 
the biological diversity of 150 compounds with both specific and broad modes of action 
using toxicogenomic data generated using a global gene array and a smaller L1000 array. 
Evaluating different cell types for specific modes of action can be used as a battery 
assessment approach to adequately predict a variety of toxicities of concern.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

Workshop Session: Which Human Cell Lines Should I Use? Choosing the 
Appropriate Biological Systems for High Throughput Toxicity Testing 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Yvonne P. Dragan, Director of Global Discovery Toxicology at Takeda, spoke next on the cell types to choose for 
assessing toxicity in early drug development. She emphasized the importance of considering metabolism, appropriate 
culture conditions, and intact signaling pathways for better toxicity prediction. She also showed how gene expression 
and functional assessment with 50 positive and negative ionotropes with human induced pluripotent stem cell (iPSC)-
derived cardiomyocytes provided confidence in the utility of iPSC derived cells for early safety screens.  
 
Dr. Ellen Berg, General Manager in the BioSeek Division of DiscoverX Corporation, discussed primary human cell 
based assays in high throughput toxicity testing. Using a compound signature in their 8 primary cell systems and its 
similarity to a reference database of >3,000 compound profiles, their assays can estimate the cellular mechanism of 
toxicity for a new compound. This technique has demonstrated the applicability of their chemical biology approach in 
predicting skin, vasculature and liver toxicity.  
 
Dr. Aravind Subramanian, Senior Researcher at the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard, discussed work using the 
Connectivity Map, LINCS consortium, and L1000 platforms to generate a database of compound toxicogenomic profiles 
over a wide range of cell types. Currently these databases contain up to 47 cell types and 312 drugs and possesses 
the ability to query compounds with unknown responses to search for associated compounds that may possess known 
biological activities.  
 
This Thursday morning workshop was widely attended with over 140 attendees, and captured a broad audience 
interested in the fundamental concepts of selecting appropriate cell lines to elucidate and predict in vivo toxicological 
outcomes. 
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By Nisha Sipes 

 

and Falgun Shah 

 

 

1st (5th overall) 

Syril Pettit – 

21:53 

 

SOT Fun Run Top 

Female Athletes!! 

2nd (7th overall) 

Jackie Goodrich – 

22:08 

3rd (9th overall) Emily Schmitt – 

22:38 (no picture available) 



 

Visibil 
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In 2011, the United States Envrionmental Protection 

Agency (US EPA) developed a Reference Concentration 

(RfC) for trichloroethylene (TCE) of 2.0 µg/m3 based on 

two co-critical studies. One of the co-critical studies 

reported a dose dependent increase in fetal cardiac 

malformations (FCM) in pregnant rats exposed to TCE via 

drinking water throughout pregnancy. As a result of 

concerns about this specific endpoint, some EPA regions 

and US states recently issued interim action levels and 

response recommendations for TCE exposures from vapor 

intrusion based on accelerated timeframes meant to be 

protective of the developing fetus during the 3-week period 

in the first trimester during which the fetal heart develops. 

These actions have stimulated substantial debate about 

this particular endpoint within the scientific and regulatory 

communities, with some arguing that the shortcomings of 

the in utero rat study should preclude it from being used as 

a co-critical study in the TCE inhalation risk assessment. 

Others argue that the overall weight of evidence supports 

the conclusion that FCM is a sensitive adverse endpoint 

for TCE inhalation exposure, thereby justifying the use of 

the in utero rat study as a co-critical study.  

This roundtable session, chaired by WIT’s President-Elect, 

Dr. Laurie Haws, was intended to stimulate thought-

provoking and open dialogue with members of the 

audience during a moderated panel discussion 

immediately following the scientific presentations. Dr. 

Laurie Haws opened the roundtable session with an 

overview of the session, which included a summary of key 

issues and a description of the goal of the session, which was 

to identify the specific areas of agreement, disagreement 

and/or uncertainty regarding the association between 

inhalation exposures to TCE and FCM and, through 

discussion, to develop strategies to help bring clarity to these 

areas. Dr. Dan Stralka (US EPA Region 9) followed with a 

discussion of how the TCE RfC is currently being applied to 

address potential concerns related to inhalation exposures 

from vapor intrusion. Dr. Sue Makris (US EPA National 

Center for Environmental Assessment) then presented an 

overview of the toxicological and epidemiological evidence 

supporting FCM as an adverse effect associated with TCE 

inhalation exposure. An alternative viewpoint was then 

presented by Dr. John DeSesso (Exponent, Inc.), detailing 

toxicological and epidemiological evidence suggesting that 

FCM is not an adverse effect associated with TCE inhalation. 

The scientific presentations were followed by a moderated 

panel discussion lead by Dr. Haws and session co-chair Dr. 

Gary Ginsberg (Connecticut Department of Health). The 

moderated panel discussion incorporated state-of-the-art 

tools including live audience polling to stimulate discussions. 

The live audience polling was lead by Dr. Chris Kirman 

(Summitt Toxicology, LLC; SciPinion, LLC). Polling results 

were presented at the end of the session and were as 

follows: 

1)  

 

 

Roundtable Session: Trichloroethylene Exposure and 

Development of  Fetal Cardiac Malformations:  What Do 

the Data Tell Us About Inhalation Exposures Resulting 

from Vapor Intrusion and Potential Health Risks to 

Pregnant Women? By Laurie Haws 

 

1) Is the Johnson et al. drinking water study sufficiently robust to serve as the basis for the RfC? 
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2) Is the overall weight of the evidence concerning the potential for TCE to cause brith defects, 

and in particular cardiac malformations, following inhalation exposures suffficient to support using the 

Johnson et al. drinking water study as the basis of the RfC? 

   

3) Is the overall weight of the evidence sufficient to support current regulatory actions such as 

evacuation of residents from their homes based on concerns related to the potential for TCE to cause 

birth defects, and in particular cardiac malformations, in pregnant women exposed via inhalation? 

   
 
4) Has this session changes your opinion(s) about trichloroethylene exposure and the 

development of fetal cardiac malformations? 

      



 

 

Women in Toxicology Page 10 

The Society of Toxicology 55th Annual Meeting marked the 5th 

Anniversary of The Mentoring Breakfast. This year’s event was planned 

by Betina Lew (Chair), Erica Bruce, Brenna Flannery, Elena Ramon, 

Echoleah Rufer, Caitlin Murphy, and Kelly Almond. The Mentoring 

Breakfast tickets were claimed very quickly, with all the available tickets 

gone in January soon after pre-registration started for the SOT Annual 

Meeting. SOT President, Dr. Peter Goering, provided a thoughtful 

opening talk in which he shared his own experience as a mentee. Dr. 

Goering emphasized the importance of having strong mentors and 

supporters throughout one’s career and life, and reminded attendees 

that the mentor-mentee relationship benefits both the mentor and the 

mentee. Afterwards, the trainees and facilitators enjoyed a delicious 

breakfast while discussing their ideal mentor-mentee relationships.  

In the months following the Annual Meeting, feedback received so far 

for the Mentoring Breakfast has been overwhelmingly positive. Mentor 

matching is taking place and mentees will soon connect with their new 

mentors.  

Missed the Mentoring Breakfast? You can visit the mentor-match 

website anytime to find a mentor or to sign up to become a mentor: 

http://www.toxicology.org/application/JobBank/mentorMatch.asp 

If you have questions about mentoring programs at SOT or if you 

attended the Mentoring Breakfast and would like to provide feedback, 

please contact Kevin Merritt  or Kimberly von Brook. 

Another Successful Year at The Mentoring Breakfast 
By Betina Lew 

 

 

 

Facilitators and mentees at the Annual 

Mentoring Breakfast 

Paying it Forward at the SOT 
Annual Meeting and Beyond 

By Lauren Walker 

 

 

 

The SOT Annual Meeting offers numerous 

opportunities for WIT members to serve as 

mentors (and mentees) such as the Mentoring 

Breakfast, Undergraduate Diversity Program, 

Poster Tours for Trainees, and Chat With an 

Expert. These opportunities enable 

toxicologists at all career stages to share career 

advice and expand their professional network.  

Dozens of local high school students joined SOT 

toxicologists at the Annual Meeting for the “Safety 

Matters” workshop hosted by the South Central 

Regional Chapter. The workshop encompassed a day 

of interactive discussions, a hands-on experiment, and 

an opportunity for students to present their toxicology 

research projects in a poster session. During lunch, 

students mingled with toxicologist mentors from 

different employment sectors that also included 

international experts. I was fortunate to serve as a 

mentor at this event and really enjoyed talking with 

bright, enthusiastic future toxicologists. We discussed 

their favorite subjects (chemistry and environmental 

sciences), what it is like to be a student working 

towards a PhD, and career opportunities in toxicology. 

For me, interacting with the students underscored how 

rewarding it feels to help foster their curiosities about 

our favorite science and profession.  

Students received 

SOT awards from 

Mark Korchinski, 

President of the Lake 

Ontario Regional 

Chapter of SOT, for 

toxicology-related 

science fair projects 

presented at the 

Canada-Wide 

Science Fair in 

Montreal, May 2016. 

http://www.toxicology.org/application/JobBank/mentorMatch.asp
mailto:kevin@toxicology.org
mailto:kimberly@toxicology.org
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Celebrating YOUR Success! 
By Katelyn Lavrich 

WIT is pleased to continue the Celebrating YOUR Success! announcements. This is a great way for our membership to “toot 

their horns” and recognize the achievement and advancement of other WIT members. The accomplishments below were 

earned between February 2016 and May 2016. CONGRATULATIONS! 

To have your recent accomplishments highlighted in the next edition of this newsletter, please click here and log-in. This link 

will remain active until October 15, 2016. We look forward to hearing your good news! 

Please help us reach out to any of your WIT colleagues who may be reluctant to share their achievements. All 

accomplishments entered into the survey will be published in our newsletter.   

 
Awards (Employer) 
 

Pamela Lein, PhD 
University of California, Davis 
Awarded the 2015 Zoetis Award for Veterinary 

Research Excellence 
 
 

Awards (Non-Employer) 
 

Brittany Baisch, PhD  
Sun Products Corporation 
Awarded the Alumnus of the Year Award by 

Western CT State University 
Elected as WIT Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Jeanine L Bussiere, PhD, DABT, 
ATS 

Amgen Inc. 
Awarded the Career Achievement Award by the 

SOT Biotechnology Specialty Section 
 

Logeswari Ponnusamy, DVM, 
MVSc 

The Institute of Environmental and Human 
Health 

Recognized as one of “100 inspiring women in 
STEM,” a national award by Insight into 
Diversity Magazine 

 

Katelyn Siegrist, BS 
West Virginia University and National Institute 

for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
Awarded the SOT Nanotoxicology Specialty 

Section Outstanding Graduate Student Travel 
Award 

 

Rachel R Worley, MA 
University of Georgia and the Center for Disease 

Control (CDC) 
Awarded the SOT Biological Modeling Specialty 

Section Perry J. Gehring Student Award 
 

 

Career Advancement / 
Transitions 

 

Nicole Kleinstreuer, PhD 
National Institute of Environmental Health 

Science (NIEHS)  
Promoted to Deputy Director of NTP 

Interagency Center for Evaluation of 
Alternative Toxicological Methods 

NIH Merit Award for Demonstrating Use of 
Tox21 Tools to Replace Regulatory 
Animal Testing 

 

Haley Neff-LaFord, PhD 
Seattle Genetics  
Promoted to Principal Toxicologist 
 
 

Grants/Funding 
 

Emma Bowers, MS 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Awarded the 2016 EPA Science to Achieve 

Results (STAR) Fellowship in Human 
Health Risk Assessment and Risk 
Management 

Elected Junior Student Representative for 
SOT Molecular and Systems Biology 
Specialty Section 

 

Cheryl Rockwell, PhD 
Michigan State University 
Awarded an Outstanding New Environmental 

Scientist (ONES) Award, a R01 grant from 
NIEHS 

 

Elissa Wong, MS 
University of Rochester Medical Center 
Awarded NRSA Predoctoral Fellowship (F31) 

from the National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) 

Elected to Communications Subcommittee 
Chair of SOT’s Graduate Student 
Leadership Committee 

 
 

 

Earned Degree 
 

Emily Resseguie, PhD 
Univeristy of Rochester Medical Center 
PhD thesis on lung hyperoxia  
 

Rola Zeidan, MS 
University of Florida 
MS Earned 
Accepted into Physiology Department PhD 

program at University of Florida 
Earned Grinter Fellowship at the University of 

Florida 
 
 

Other 
 

Jessica Graham, PhD, DABT 
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Fulfilled all requirements for the Diplomate of 

the American Board of Toxicology 
Certification 

 

http://toxchange.toxicology.org/p/su/rd/survey=004845a0-477f-11e6-bc05-4040f7e9a909
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