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President’s Message 

 
I am delighted to introduce the third installment of the 
BMSS newsletter.  With summer nearly gone and autumn 
fast approaching, the specialty section is once again 
beginning to plan activities for the 2009 annual meeting in 
Baltimore.  We had a terrific meeting last March, where we 
inaugurated the Perry J. Gehring Student Award for 
Excellence in Biological Modeling and the year’s Best 
Paper Award in Biological Modeling. We are certainly 
committed to building on that success this year.  To achieve 
this takes a great deal of planning and commitment, not 
only from our officers, but also from each of our members.   
 
Now is the time for action.  I call upon each of us to 
respond to this request to serve on one of the BMSS 
committees that will be forming shortly.  These committees 
have the responsibility to nominate the Best Paper in 
Modeling Award, oversee the selection of award recipients, 
develop educational and public information materials for 
the SOT, and determine a topic of interest and arrange for 
either a keynote presentation or form a discussion panel for 
our annual reception.  These committees play a vital role in 
ensuring a successful and worthwhile meeting. 
 
The specialty section also supports the SOT Strategic Plan, 
which was the main topic of discussion at the 2008 SOT 
Leadership Meeting.  Rob DeWoskin, BMSS VP-elect, 
attended the meeting, and highlights several key aspects of 
the Plan in this newsletter.  In his article, Rob includes a 
link to the Plan so we can all familiarize ourselves with its 
details.  He also discusses several new initiatives being 
undertaken by SOT that stemmed from ideas presented at 
the leadership meeting.  As a specialty section, BMSS 
participates in implementing the Plan by submitting new 
ideas consistent with the goals of the Plan and by using it as 
a guide for developing activities of special interest to our 
members.  I hope you will all follow the link to the SOT 
Strategic Plan to study the framework it provides for
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securing the future of SOT and the BMSS 
by increasing the value our science brings to 
society as it continues to face the 
increasingly complex challenges and 
opportunities presented by an ever-
expanding chemical world. 
 
Finally, to reiterate the words of our past-
president, Sean Hayes, BMSS exists for its 
members.  Please continue to send your 
thoughts, ideas, and suggestions to any of 
our officers and help us make the BMSS 
truly a product of the hopes and aspirations 
of our membership.  I am truly looking 
forward to working with you and have high 
expectations for our specialty section. 
 
Craig Zwickl 
President of BMSS 
 
BMSS Represented at the SOT 
Leadership Meeting 
Rob DeWoskin, VP-Elect 

As your VP-elect, I represented BMSS at an 
SOT sponsored meeting of elected officers 
to discuss how best to serve the members 
and address the hot button issues of 2008-
2009.  The meeting was held in Reston, VA 
on July 24-25, 2008 and helped energize and 
coordinate council members and 
representatives of the specialty section, 
specialty interest groups, and regional 
chapters to improve and expand the 
Society’s support of member interests and 
agendas.  
 
Plenary presentations included the Society’s 
strategic plan (available at SOT’s website: 
http://www.toxicology.org/ai/asot/lrp.asp), 
the role of SOT’s many subgroups and 
administrative staff, and a challenge to 
improve the opportunities for members to 
interact.  
 
Two specialty section breakout sessions 
were hosted by SOT Council liaison to the 

specialty sections, Kim Boekelheide, to 
discuss the following issues of particular 
relevance to the specialty sections: 
• Feasibility/functionality of a specialty 

section review process. 
• Governance, coordination and a 

collective voice for specialty sections – 
Is it necessary, and if so, how to?  

• Toxicological Sciences Topic Areas – 
are they current, relevant, and still 
useful? 

• How can the specialty section members 
support and interact with other specialty 
sections to meet the following goals of 
the SOT Strategic Plan: 

o Increase Scientific Impact 
o Advocate the Value of 

Toxicology 
o Build for the Future of 

Toxicology 
o Expand and Deepen Member 

Engagement 
o Strengthen Organizational 

Effectiveness 
 
A draft report of the minutes from the 
specialty section breakout sessions is 
currently being vetted, and will be available 
to members when finalized. Other new 
initiatives to increase communications and 
inter-specialty section collaborations include 
a “new, improved” web site and web 
forums, wider access to specialty section 
newsletters and annual reports, identification 
of research areas that cut across specialty 
sections, and clearer procedures for specialty 
section administrative and logistical tasks 
(e.g., award criteria, roles and voting rights 
of student and postdoc members, handling 
of proposal review, etc.).  The meeting 
ended with an energized SOT leadership and 
renewed commitment to providing members 
with great opportunities to interact on the 
key research and issues in toxicology and 
protecting the public health. 
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2009 Perry J. Gehring Student Award for 
Excellence in Biological Modeling 
Rick Corley, Vice President 

The submission deadline for abstracts for the 
2009 annual meeting in Baltimore is fast 
approaching (October 3, 2008).  If you are a 
student, post-doc or mentor, consider 
applying for the 2009 Perry J. Gehring 
Student Award for Excellence in Biological 
Modeling.  The competition is open to any 
current graduate or post-doctoral student. 
This past year we had a record number of 
submissions (10) with three awardees (Eva 
McLanahan, EPA, Sanjeeva Wijeyesakere, 
University of Michigan, and Miyoung Yoon, 
EPA) honored at our most recent SOT 
meeting in Seattle.  Each award winner 
received an 8×10 plaque, a $500 cash award, 
and selected software provided by the SOT 
Perry J. Gehring Student Award Fund and 
the BMSS corporate sponsors Aegis 
Technologies, Leadscope, Inc., and Lhasa, 
Ltd.  It’s also a great citation for your CV as 
you begin your job search! 
 
Let’s try to beat the record number of 
submissions, so start planning as you 
prepare your abstracts. Here’s the process:  
each candidate, whose abstract has been 
accepted by the SOT for presentation at the 
2009 Annual Meeting, must submit: (1) a 
copy of the abstract, (2) a letter (2 pages 
maximum) discussing the significance and 
potential impact of the work on toxicology 
and biological modeling, and (3) a letter of 
support from their major advisor. The 
application submission should be submitted 
as a single PDF file containing all 
supporting documents. To participate in the 
BMSS Student Award competition, 
membership in SOT and/or BMSS is not 
necessary. Research areas of interest include 
all aspects of biologically based modeling 
and simulation. Issues of interest may 
include, but are not limited to: models of 
complex biological systems, biological 

insights gained through model development, 
model validation, and mathematical/ 
statistical/computational approaches to 
modeling. The deadline for submission of 
applications will be January 15, 2009. We 
encourage all interested graduate and post-
doctoral students to consider submitting 
their abstract for consideration. Full 
applications should be submitted to Rick 
Corley at rick.corley@pnl.gov.  
 
2009 BMSS Best Paper Award 
Craig Zwickl, President 

At the 2008 annual meeting, BMSS 
introduced a new award for the Best Paper 
in Biological Modeling.  Twelve outstanding 
papers were nominated, representing a broad 
cross-section of work in computational 
modeling approaches to toxicology.  The 
award, presented during the BMSS 
reception, went to Qiang Zhang and Melvin 
Anderson, CIIT, for their paper, Dose 
Response Relationship in Anti-Stress Gene 
Regulatory Pathways.  In 2009, BMSS will 
once again sponsor a Best Paper in 
Biological Modeling award for papers 
published in 2008 as a way to recognize the 
contributions of colleagues who work in this 
increasingly important and interesting area.  
Through their publications, the scientific 
community is made aware of the power and 
effectiveness of modeling and simulation for 
toxicology prediction and risk assessment.  
They are also the primary vehicle through 
which talented young scientists become 
introduced to the techniques and real-world 
application of modeling approaches.  In this 
way, students become encouraged to 
consider a career in modeling or to apply 
modeling to other areas of special interest to 
them. 
 
The BMSS officers wish to encourage 
members to consider papers to nominate for 
this award and to volunteer to serve on a 
committee that will continue to solicit 
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papers and select the award recipient prior to 
the 2009 SOT meeting.  Please respond with 
your interest to Craig Zwickl 
(zwickl@lilly.com). 
 
BMSS Informal Contest-What are 
Pharmacokinetic Models? 
Rob DeWoskin, VP-Elect 

Do you think you can explain “What 
pharmacokinetic models are” to a high 
school level audience? SOT is hoping you 
can, and has asked BMSS members to 
submit a five to seven page article on this 
topic to be posted on SOT’s soon-to-be 
expanded internet site in early 2009. Articles 
are also being prepared by specialty sections 
on over 25 other topics.   
 
If you (and colleagues) would like to give 
this a try, send your article to Craig M 
Zwickl (zwickl@lilly.com) or Rob 
DeWoskin (dewoskin.rob@epa.gov) by 
October 15, 2008 (please send an e-mail to 
Craig or Rob by September 19 if you are 
planning to submit so we can plan 
accordingly). Your BMSS board will review 
the submissions, and choose the best article 
(or composite of articles). All contributing 
authors to this article on the SOT website 
will be acknowledged. Come on and help 
the BMSS and SOT educate the general 
public on what we do!   
 
SOT’s Communications/Media Manager, 
Martha Lindauer (martha@toxicology.org), 
provided the following article on 
biomonitoring as an example: 
http://www.mackinac.org/archives/2008/ms
2008-02.pdf.   
 
New BMSS Officer Candidates Needed 
Rob DeWoskin, VP-Elect 

This year we will be electing a new 
Councilor and VP-elect for BMSS to replace 
outgoing officers.  Please consider running 
for one of these positions yourself or 

suggesting one of your colleagues.  
Nominations will be needed by the end of 
2008, so please send your nominations to 
Rob DeWoskin (dewoskin.rob@epa.gov). 
 
BMSS Finances 
Hugh Barton, Secretary/Treasurer 

Below is a preliminary statement of finances 
for BMSS for July, 2007-June, 2008. 

Jul '07- Jun '08
Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
Contributions 500                  
Dues 1,425               
Student Dues -                       
Grants - Food Safety -                       
Grants - Mechanisms -                       
Misc. Income -                       
Registration 1,385               
Interest 469                  

Total Income 3,779               

Expense
Awards - Sections 1,850               
      Plaques 248                  
Ballot -                       
Exec. Mtgs. 100                  
Miscellaneous -                       
Newsletter -                       
Reception 2,109               
Steno/Clerical -                       
Symposia -                       
Web Development -                       

Total Expense 4,307               

Excess (Deficiency) of 528                  
     Revenue over Expenses

Net Assets Beginning of Year 10,378            

Transfers from General Fund -                      

Net Assets Beginning of Year 10,378            
     After Transfers

Net Assets End of Year 9,850              

Biological Modeling Specialty Section Financials 

 
 

Final Note 
If you have any meetings of interest or job 
postings that you want to see included in this 
newsletter, please send them to Rick Corley 
(rick.corley@pnl.gov) at least two weeks 
prior to each newsletter (issued three 
times/year at the end of February, August 
and November).  Also, any suggestions for 
changes in content or other items that the 
membership might find useful or interesting, 
don’t hesitate to pass them along. 


