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President’s Message 
 
It’s hard to believe that March is already here and that in 
just two weeks many of us will be in Baltimore to attend 
the SOT meeting.  The good news is that spring is just 
around the corner.  This first BMSS newsletter of 2009 
highlights several of the events that will be taking place at 
the SOT annual meeting, including installing new officers, 
announcing the winner of the Perry J. Gehring Student 
Award in Biological Modeling, discussing a process for 
selecting a Best Paper in Biological Modeling Award, and 
our planned scientific discussion on the application of 
QSAR models for regulatory decision-making, which will 
start with an introductory presentation by Dr. Dan Benz or 
FDA’s Informatics and Computational Safety Analysis 
laboratory and will be followed by a panel discussion.  The 
annual meeting and BMSS reception is a great way to 
network with scientists having shared interest in 
computational approaches to toxicology and safety 
assessment, to renew old friendships, to make new friends, 
and, possibly even start a new collaboration.  I hope that 
every one of our members who is able to attend the SOT 
meeting this year will make every effort to join us for an 
informal evening of fun and entertaining discussion at the 
BMSS reception on Wednesday evening, March 18.  It has 
been a pleasure serving as President of BMSS this term and 
I wish every one of you a very successful 2009 in your 
scientific career, whether you are winding it down or just 
embarking, and, likewise, in all your personal undertakings.  
I hope to have an opportunity to visit with many of you in 
Baltimore.  God bless. 
 
Craig Zwickl 
President of BMSS 
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BMSS Reception at the March SOT 
Meeting 
Craig Zwickl, President 

The 48th Annual SOT Meeting and ToxExpo 
will be kicking off in less than two weeks in 
Baltimore (March 15 – 19).  The BMSS 
meeting and reception will be held 
Wednesday evening, March 18, from 6:00 – 
7:30 pm in the Baltimore Convention 
Center, Room 330 (see Agenda side bar).  
Please plan on attending—guests are also 
welcome.  It will be a good opportunity for 
some R&R with friends both old and new 
(much needed after three days of scientific 
sessions).  A fine assortment of finger foods 
and refreshments will be served.   
 
A short business meeting will introduce our 
newly elected officers and bid outgoing 
officers adieu with our thanks for the vital 
service they performed for the specialty 
section.  We will roll out a new process for 
selecting a ‘best paper’ in computational 
modeling and will honor our Perry J. 
Gehring student awardee for 2009.  Our 
featured scientific event promises to be an 
interesting, informative, and perhaps 
provocative panel discussion on the present 
and future of QSAR modeling for regulatory 
decision-making.  Drs. Dan Benz and Ed 
Matthews will be in attendance in addition 
to several members from their 
computational toxicology laboratory at 
FDA.  Dan will introduce the topic in a short 
slide presentation that shares their 
experience and vision by explaining where 
QSAR methods are currently gaining 
momentum in the regulatory arena and to 
prognosticate about opportunities and the 
value QSAR approaches to regulatory in the 
future.  The presentation will be followed by 
an open discussion among panel members 
and audience participants.  In addition to 
Drs. Benz and Matthews, the panel will 
consist of the CEOs of several of the leading 
QSAR software development companies and 

consortia in the U.S. and Europe.  They 
include Dr. Gilles Klopman, (Charles F. 
Mabery Professor of Research in Chemistry, 
Oncology and Environmental Health 
Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, 
and founder and CEO of Multicase, Inc.), 
David Watson (Lhasa Ltd.), and Lofty Lucas 
(Leadscope, Inc.).  Professor Klopman is a 
pioneer in the development of QSAR 
methods and is widely recognized as the 
father of machine-learning QSAR 
algorithms.  The distinguished members of 
the panel have been widely engaged, over 
many years, in discussions with businesses 
and regulatory agencies worldwide and are 
sure to bring a wealth of perspective to the 
issue.  BMSS members will have an 
opportunity to engage them in meaningful 
scientific and philosophical discussion on 
the QSAR / regulatory topic.  It is sure to be 

2009 BMSS Reception Agenda 
Wednesday, March 18, Convention 

Center Room 330 
 
6:00 Refreshments 
6:10 Welcome / opening remarks – 

BMSS President 
6:15 Business discussion 

 Process for Best Paper in 
Biological Modeling Award 

 New business 
6:25 Introduction of newly elected 

officers 
6:30 Sponsor recognition 
6:40 Presentation of Perry J. Gehring 

Student Award in Biological 
Modeling 

6:50 QSAR for Regulatory Decision-
Making 
 Slide Presentation, Dr. Dan 

Benz 
 Panel Discussion 
 Open Discussion 

7:30 Adjourn
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an exciting, entertaining, and perhaps 
provocative discussion.  Hope to see all of 
you there. 
 
New Process for BMSS Best Paper Award 
Craig Zwickl, President 

It became evident this year that we needed 
better definition around the process used by 
the Specialty Section to identify and select 
the winner of our Best Paper in Biological 
Modeling Award.  The Executive 
Committee recently had several discussions 
on the topic and decided to create a 
committee that would identify publications 
meriting nomination.  The committee will be 
chaired by the outgoing President.  All 
BMSS Councilors will also serve on the 
committee and up to four volunteers will be 
sought during the annual reception from 
among BMSS members (and, perhaps other 
related specialty sections, such as Risk 
Assessment) to round out the committee.  
The committee will commence work soon 
after the annual SOT meeting, when it will 
organize and determine details of the 
process for selecting a ‘best paper’ for the 
current year.  Since the Councilors’ terms 
are multi-year, it is anticipated they will 
bring their previous year’s experience to 
provide continuity for the process.  The 
Executive Committee further decided to 
postpone awarding a ‘best paper’ for 2008 
so that it could focus, instead, on defining 
and implementing a more standardized 
approach that should greatly facilitate the 
process in the future 
 
New BMSS Officers to be Installed at the 
BMSS Reception 
Rob DeWoskin, VP-Elect 

We have the final ballot results, with over 
40% of the BMSS members weighing in this 
year to choose the new slate of 2009 
officers. Congratulations to Jim Bruckner, 
our new Vice-President Elect, and to both 
Mike Bartels and Jeff Schroeter, who tied 

for the most votes for Councilor! The 
current BMSS Board decided that both new 
councilors will be needed in 2009 to assist 
with the growing list of activities and 
improvements planned for this year.  We 
sincerely thank Hisham El-Masri, Paul 
Schlosser, and Jeanne Domoradzki for 
volunteering to be on the ballot this year. 
The final tallies were as close as possible 
with only one vote difference between the 
winners and the “also winners” – everyone 
on the ballot helped our specialty section 
remain vital and active!    
 
Thank you all, and place a reminder on your 
calenders to be on the ballot for next year.  
And please, don’t forget to vote! 
 
2009 Perry J. Gehring Student Award for 
Excellence in Biological Modeling 
Rick Corley, Vice President 

The BMSS committee on student awards has 
completed its work to select the winner of 
the specialty section’s 2009 SOT student 
abstracts.  The committee is pleased to 
announce that this year’s winner is M. Marc-
André Verner of the Université du Québec à 
Montréal, Montréal, QC, Canada, for his 
presentation “A PBPK modeling tool to 
predict infant internal exposure to persistent 
organic chemicals and assess critical 
periods of susceptibility”.  M. Verner will 
receive an 8x10 plaque, a $500 cash award 
and selected software provided by BMSS 
corporate sponsors at the BMSS reception 
March 18 in Baltimore.  Congratulations to 
M. Verner and to each of the students and 
sponsors who nominated an abstract for 
consideration. 

Given the current market conditions, the 
BMSS council decided that the student 
award this year would be funded from the 
BMSS operating budget, leaving the Perry J. 
Gehring Student Award Fund alone in the 
hopes that it (along with all of our 
401(k)’s!!) can recover and prosper with 
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new donations (remember, it’s a buyers 
market, so please consider this fund as you 
plan your discretionary charitable donations 
this year).  Conferring student awards is also 
facilitated by our corporate sponsors: Aegis 
Technologies, Leadscope, Inc., and Lhasa, 
Ltd.  Each of these companies has sponsored 
the BMSS student awards in the past and we 
are grateful for their continued interest and 
generous support in promoting the next 
generation of toxicologists with an interest 
in biological modeling. 


