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Message from the President 

Gary O. Rankin 

Mechanisms decided to send out a short 

newsletter before the annual meeting to 

bring everyone up to date on Specialty 

Section sponsored activities and our 

business meeting. 

Our newsletter 

Editor, Dr. Lois 

Lehman-McKeeman, 

has included a list of 

symposia, etc. that 

we are sponsoring at 

the 2009 annual 

meeting later in this 

issue, and I’m sure that you will want to 

attend many of these programs.  

 I would also like to remind you that 

the Mechanisms Specialty Section 

Reception and Business Meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, March 17 from 6:00 – 

7:30 pm. At this meeting, we will be 

announcing winners of the Carl C. Smith 

Graduate Student Awards for mechanistic 

toxicology and the Mechanisms Specialty 

Section Postdoctoral Travel Awardees. I will  

 

 

also be announcing the details of the new 

Renal Toxicology Fellowship Award that 

will be hosted by our Specialty Section. This 

new award was initiated by SOT President 

Dr. Kenneth Ramos with support from 12 

additional Mechanisms members. The initial 

award will be presented in 2010 at the 

annual SOT meeting in Salt Lake City. 

 Lastly, it is also time to start thinking 

about developing a symposium, workshop, 

roundtable, continuing education course or 

informational session for the 2010 annual 

meeting. The April 30 deadline for 

submitting proposals is fast approaching. 

Please consider the Mechanisms Specialty 

Section as the primary sponsor for your 

proposal. Dr. Jose Manautou will be 

coordinating these activities for Mechanisms 

and will be glad to help you develop your 

ideas. 

 See you in Baltimore!  

 

 

 

 

Mentor Match:  A Great Opportunity for Students and Post-Docs 
Courney Woods, the Post-Doc representative for Mechanisms would like to make everyone 

aware of a mentoring program developed by the SOT Career Resources and Development 

Committee.  The program, called Mentor Match, was initiated with postdoc scholars and is now 

open to scientists at all levels.  For young scientists and those still in training, Mentor Match 

provides an opportunity for you to get first-hand advice on navigating a particular career track 

(academia, government, industry, consulting, etc).  It is intended to be an opportunity for 

scientists at all levels, and for senior scientists, this is a great way to meet and impart your career 

experiences to young scientists who are beginning their careers. For mid-career scientists 
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interested in changing fields or work sectors, Mentor Match offers a way to meet other SOT 

members in your new field.   

 

One great feature of the online “Mentee” access of Mentor Match is that you’re immediately 

provided a list of potential mentor matches.  If you’re not already registered with the program, 

you can sign up at http://www.toxicology.org/ai/newcrad/mentormatch.asp.  Be sure to select 

“Mechanisms” as one of your fields of study and/or career interests!  If you have any questions, 

please contact Courtney at cwoods@thehamner.org 

 

 

 

We Want Your Submissions For Mechanisms-Sponsored Symposia, 

Workshops and Continuing Education Courses for 2010 
 

Although you may be putting the finishing touches on posters and presentations for the 2009 

meeting, it’s also time to start thinking about proposals for symposia, workshops or continuing 

education courses for the 2010 Society of Toxicology meeting in Salt Lake City, UT. The 

Mechanisms Specialty Section has a long history of sponsoring high quality programs, and we 

would be pleased to work with you as you prepare your proposals.  

 

For the 2010 meeting, SOT will continue with a thematic program, and the designated themes 

are:  Cell Signaling, Gene-Environment Interactions, Metabolic Disease, Mitochondrial Basis 

of Disease and Toxicity Testing in the 21st Century.   

 

Jose Manautou, serving as Vice President for the 2010 year, is responsible for soliciting and 

helping to develop proposals.  Final proposals will be due to SOT in the end of April, but we 

encourage you to think ahead for the 2010 meeting, and contact Jose directly if you have ideas 

for Symposia, Workshops, Roundtables and Continuing Education Courses for the 2010 meeting. 

Remember to identify Mechanisms Specialty Section as your primary sponsor as you complete 

the online proposal form. Please contact Jose (jose.manautou@uconn.edu) or any of the other 

officers of the Specialty Section if you need help in developing good proposals. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mechanisms Specialty Section Reception and Business Meeting 

Tuesday, March 17, 6:00-7:30 pm 

Baltimore Convention Center Room 324 
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Mechanisms-Sponsored Sessions at 2009 Meeting 

 
Mechanisms will be widely represented and recognized for sponsoring and endorsing many 

sessions at the upcoming 2009 meeting.  These include the following (bold denotes sponsorship): 

 

Continuing Education:  
New Frontier in Metal Toxicology: Genetic Susceptibility, Early Diagnosis, and Related 
Biological Indices. Chairs – W. Zheng and M. P. Waalkes  

 
Symposia 

Monday, March 16 

• Eat Well, Breathe Well: Nutritional Determinants of Susceptibility to Airborne 

Pollutants. Chairs – J.G. Wagner and I. Jaspers  

• MicroRNAs in Biology and Toxicology. Chairs - M. E. Hahn and R. F. Novak  

• Genomic, Non-Genomic, and Epigenetic Mechanisms of Nuclear Hormone Receptor 

Action. Chairs - C.L. Walker and S.H. Safe  

• Nitrative and Oxidative Stress in Toxicology and Disease. Chairs - R.A. Roberts and W. 

Slikker  

• Novel Signaling Mechanisms that Regulate Dopaminergic Neuronal Survival or Death: 

Implications in Parkinson’s Disease. Chairs – Z. Xia and A. Kanthasamy  

• Regulation of Drug Transporters in Different Disease States and its Toxicological 

and Clinical Implications. Chairs - J.E. Manautou and N.J. Cherrington  

Tuesday, March 17 

• Mammalian Retrotranspositional Elements: Epigenetic Regulation, Species Differences, 

and Potential Roles as mediators of Cellular Responses to Toxic Stress. Chairs – R.D. 

Storer and C. Qin  

Wednesday, March 18 

• Incorporating ‘Omics in the Study of Reproduction and Development. Chairs – S. 

Sumner and T. Knudsen  

• Transcriptional Changes in Immunotoxicology: Transcriptional Factors, Signal 

Transduction, and Epigenetics. Chairs – K. Nohara and N.L. Kerkvliet  

 

Workshops 

Tuesday, March 18 

• Oxidative Stress as a Regulator of Normal Function and Mediator of Toxicant-induced 

Damage with Impacts on Reproduction and Development. Chairs – S.P. Darney and U. 

Luderer  

Thursday,  March 19 

• Is Modulation of the Immune System by Perfluoroalkyl Acids a Human Health Concern? 

Chairs – J.C. DeWitt and R.W. Luebke  

• The Molecular Mechanism of Alpha, Beta Unsaturated Carbonyl Toxicity – Getting 

in Touch with the Soft Side of Chemistry. Chairs – R.M. LoPachin and D.J. Conklin  

 

Roundtables 
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Wednesday, March 18 

• What is an Adverse Effect in the Age of “Omics? Chairs – R.B. Conolly and B.D. Beck  

Historic Highlights 

Tuesday, March 18 

• Dioxin, Forty years of Science: Are We Any Closer to Assessing Potential Risk. Chairs – 

W.J. Brock and A. Faqi  

 

Education-Career Development Sessions 

• The Future of Environmental Health Science: Featuring NIEHS-Funded Early Career 

Investigators. Chairs – V.S. Vaidya and C. Shreffler 

 

 

 

 

2008-2009 Mechanisms Specialty Section Officers 

President Gary Rankin rankin@marshall.edu 
Vice-President Dennis Petersen dennis.petersen@uchsc.edu 

Vice-President Elect Jose Manautou jose.manautou@uconn.edu 
Secretary/Treasurer Lois Lehman-McKeeman lois.lehman-

mckeeman@bms.com 
Councilors 

Senior 
Junior 

Graduate Student 
Post-Doctoral 

 
Brian Day 

Alvaro Puga 
Emma-Jane Poulton 

Courtney Woods 

 
dayb@njc.org 

alvaro.puga@uc.edu 
epoulton@u.washington.edu 

cwoods@thehamner.org 
Past President Dean Jones dpjones@emory.edu 

 

 

 

 


