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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
José E. Manautou 
 
Greetings to all!  We are just few days away from the 
special 50th Anniversary SOT Annual Meeting.  As we 
navigate through the program booklet or website to decide 
which of the multiple scientific sessions, receptions and 
special events to attend, please mark your calendar for the 
Mechanisms Specialty Section (MSS) Reception on 
Wednesday night.  We also have great reasons to 
celebrate.  MSS turns 30 years old!  Although the first 
official business meeting for MSS took place at the 1982 
SOT Meeting, our Specialty Section was officially founded 
in 1981 as the first Specialty Section of SOT.   
 
As every year, we will be recognizing the research 
accomplishments of our students and postdoctoral fellows 
with the following Endowment Fund awards:  Carl C. Smith 
Student Mechanisms Award, Renal Toxicology Fellowship 
Award and the Robert J. Rubin Student Travel Award. For 
the first time, we will be presenting the Gabriel L. Plaa Education Endowment Fund 
Award in recognition of excellence in mechanistic toxicology research by a 
postdoctoral fellow.  Our officers in charge of coordinating the review process for 
these awards have informed me of the high quality of applications received.  I would 
also like to give you an update on the Ronald G. Thurman Student Travel Award 
Endowment Fund.  The Fund was originally established in August 2009 by generous 
contributions from Ron’s former students and family members.  As of November 
2010, this fund has a balance of approximately $15,000.  I would like to encourage 
our members to contribute to this fund to help us reach the $25,000 threshold 
required for permanently restricted funds.  
 
This year, the MSS is endorsing or sponsoring 11 symposia and one continuing 
education course. These are listed below.  I would like to acknowledge the hard work 
of our Vice-President Joan Tarloff who reviewed and provided guidance to those 
who developed the large number of proposals that were seeking endorsement or 
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sponsorship from us.   Please plan on attending these scientific sessions and also 
start considering topics for developing symposia, workshops, roundtables or 
continuing education courses for the 2012 Annual Meeting. Your continuous 
contribution to the Program Committee with mechanistic-focused sessions over the 
years has been instrumental to the success of our Annual Meetings and has 
heightened the quality of science presented at SOT.  The deadline for submitting 
proposals for the 2012 Annual Meeting is April 30, 2011.  Dr. Mike Aleo will be in 
charge of providing advice and guidance in the development of proposals with a 
mechanistic focus. 
 
As my year as President of our Specialty Section ends, I must express my gratitude 
to my fellow MSS officers.  The talent and dedication Joan Tarloff, Mike Aleo, Patti 
Ganey, Pete Harvison, Vasilis Vasiliou and Denny Petersen made my job very 
memorable and easier.  I also wish to acknowledge the work of our student and 
postodoctoral representatives Yinglin Liu and Jeff Vassallo.  To all MSS members, 
I look forward to seeing you in few days in DC!  

  

 
 

 

The Mechanisms Specialty Section Reception  
and Business Meeting 

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 
6:00-7:30 PM  Salon I Convention Center 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2011 Sessions sponsored or endorsed by the Mechanisms 
Specialty Section 

Sunday Continuing Eduction Course 
Epigenetics in Toxicology: Introduction, Mechanistic Understanding, and 
Applications in Safety Assessment  
8:15 AM   Room 202 Convention Center 
 
Monday Symposia 
Environmental Oxidative Pollutant-Induced Pulmonary Toxicity  
9:15 AM  Room 151 Convention Center 
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Ribotoxic Stress: Mechanisms and Models for Human Disease  
9:15 AM  Room 207 Convention Center 
 
Epigenetics, Metals, and Cancer  
2:00 PM   Room 151 Convention Center   
 
Vascular Developmental Toxicity: Identification, Prioritization, and Application  
2:00 PM   Room 206 Convention Center 
 
Tuesday Symposia 
Metabolic Basis of Respiratory Tract Chemical Toxicity  
9:00 AM  Room 206 Convention Center   
 
Uncovering the Role of Non-Coding RNAs in Toxicology 
9:00 AM  Room 147 Convention Center 
 
Livers on a Plate: Next Generation Hepatocyte Models for High-Throughput 
Screening and Mode of Action Prediction  
12:00 PM  Room 147 Convention Center   
 
Macrophages: Regulators of Toxicity and Disease Pathogenesis 
1:30 PM   Room 143 Convention Center   
 
Wednesday Symposia 
New Insights into the Nrf2-Keap1 Pathway and its Impact on Human Disease  
9:00 AM  Room 143 Convention Center  
 
Gene-Environment Disease Interactions in Fish Models of Human Disease  
9:00 AM   Room 144 Convention Center 
 
Autophagy in Toxicology: Essential Process, Adaptive Process, and Disease 
Process  
1:30 PM  Room 147 Convention Center  
 
Progress of the Tox21 Consortium in High-Throughput Bioactivity Profiling of 
Chemicals  
4:30 PM   Room 143 Convention Center 
Thursday Symposium 
Developmental Exposure to Environmental Toxicants: From Persistent 
Toxicities to Diseases  
9:00 AM  Room 143 Convention Center  
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SUBMISSIONS FOR MSS SYMPOSIA, WORKSHOPS 
AND CONTINUTING EDUCATION COURSES FOR 

THE ANNUAL MEETING IN 2012!  
 

There is still time to start thinking about proposals for symposia, workshops or 
continuing education courses for the 2012 Society of Toxicology meeting in San 
Francisco, CA. The Mechanisms Specialty Section has a long history of sponsoring 
high quality programs, and we would be pleased to work with you as you prepare 
your proposals. Mike Aleo (michael.d.aleo@pfizer.com), serving as Vice President 
for 2012, is responsible for soliciting and helping to develop proposals, but feel free 
to approach any of your Mechanisms Specialty Section officers. Proposals for the 
2012 meeting will be due at the end of April, 2011.  When the application process is 
open for submission of proposals, the forms should be available on the SOT website 
under the “Scientific Session Proposal Submission” or the “Forms and Applications” 
link under the Annual Meeting heading.  Be sure to identify the Mechanisms Specialty 
Section as your primary sponsor.  
 
 

 

YOUR MECHANISMS SS OFFICERS 
 

Comments, questions, ideas? Please contact the specialty section officers as 
needed: 
 

President Jose Manautou jose.manautou@uconn.edu  

Vice-President Joan B. Tarloff j.tarlof@usp.edu 

Vice-President Elect Michael Aleo michael.d.aleo@pfizer.com 

Secretary/Treasurer Patricia Ganey ganey@msu.edu 

Senior Councilor Peter Harvison p.harvis@usp.edu 

Junior Councilor Vasilis Vasiliou Vasilis.Vasiliou@ucdenver.edu 

Postdoctoral Councilor Yinglin Liu yinglinl@rci.rutgers.edu 

Graduate Student 
Councilor 

Jeffrey D. Vassallo jeff.vassallo@bms.com 

Past President Dennis Petersen dennis.petersen@uchsc.edu 

 
 

See you soon! 
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