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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Joan B. Tarloff

As we book our travel and pack our bags, | will take a moment of your time to brag
about the Mechanisms Specialty Section. It's really hard to keep an organization
going on volunteerism and once yearly meetings, but somehow we manage. We

have a great group of officers who all step up to
the plate when there’s work to be done. We have
a robust membership from which to draw
expertise for the many panels and focus group
that SOT organizes each year.

| think the effort that brings the greatest sense of
pride to me is the many awards our section
sponsors or co-sponsors. Of course, we all know
about the Carl C. Smith Student Mechanisms
Award funded through the Endowment Fund. I'm
so happy to tell you that | speak to Tee at least
once or twice a year, and she’s as alert as ever.
She always asks about Mechanisms and still
takes keen interest in the award process. I'm
extremely pleased to report that the number of
applicants for the Carl C. Smith Student
Mechanisms Award increased this year after
several years of low numbers. This award has a
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rich history and I'm happy to see strong recipients each year.

You probably know that Mechanisms sponsors two travel awards for post-doctoral
scientists. These awards come right out of your dues. It's the membership putting our
money where our mouths are by spending the money to help our successors network
with us.

You may not know that we sponsor two other awards funded through the Endowment
Fund, the Renal Toxicology Fellowship Award and the Gabriel L. Plaa Education
Award. Both of these awards are member-initiated and are organized and awarded
through Mechanisms. The Renal Toxicology Fellowship Award is designated for pre-
and postdoctoral scientists working on any aspect of toxicology that involves kidneys:
biomarker identification, toxicant elimination, therapy for renal diseases, and just
about anything else as long as long as kidneys play a role. The Gabriel L. Plaa
Education Award is earmarked for post-doctoral scientists and honors his outstanding
contributions in the application of mechanistic toxicology toward understanding
chemical-induced injury. The Gabriel L. Plaa Education Award is unique in that
finalists in the application process are interviewed by Mechanisms officers at the
annual meeting. This is a wonderful opportunity for applicants and officers to
exchange information and to begin networking.

The final award funded through the Endowment Fund is one that we co-sponsor with
the Risk Assessment Specialty Section. The Robert J. Rubin Student Travel Award is
presented to predoctoral students who apply mechanistic toxicology to guide risk
analyses.

| mention all our awards because all of them involve cash prizes, either from
permanently endowed funds or from the general Mechanisms funds. We can'’t give
any awards without your continuing support. If you think your donation may be too
small, have no fear. We’'ll gratefully accept any amount! If you only want to donate to
one of our awards, that's fine. Just indicate which fund you designate on the
Endowment form. In case you wonder where to find the form, here is the direct link:
http://www.toxicology.org/ai/csot/Endowment_Donor_form.pdf. | would love to be
able to brag next year that EVERY member of Mechanisms donated to support our
awards. Please help me make that happen!
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A MESSAGE FROM THE POSTDOCTORAL AND

GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCILORS
Tamara Tal and Becky Smathers

Calling all graduate student, postdoctoral, and undergraduate trainees — there are a
number of events at the upcoming meeting designed specifically with us in mind. For
more information, visit https://www.toxicology.org/AI/MEET/AM2012/studevent.asp
See you in San Francisco!

SOT 2012 - Events for Trainees

1. Student/Postdoctoral Scholar Mixer
Sunday, March 11,7:30 PM-9:00 PM, Marriott Marquis, Yerba Buena Salon 9,
ticket required

2. Chat with an Expert
Sunday, March 11 through Thursday, March 15, Time varies by group
Chat with an Expert is designed to provide students and postdoctoral scholars the
opportunity to network informally with well-established toxicologists while
obtaining career advice and meeting new colleagues. For more information or to
register visit: https://www.toxicology.org/ai/spd/chatexpert.asp

3. Trainee Discussion with Plenary Speaker: Leroy Hood
Monday, March 12, 9:30 AM-10:30 AM, Room 111, at capacity

4. In Vitro Toxicology Lecture and Luncheon for Students
Timothy J. Shafer, U.S. EPA. “Can In Silico and/or In Vitro Testing be used for
Toxicity Assessment Instead of In Vivo Approaches?”
Monday, March 12, 12:00 PM -1:20 PM, Marriott Marquis, Golden Gate Ballroom
B, ticket required

5. Postdoctoral Assembly Luncheon
Tuesday, March 13, 12:00 PM -1:15 PM, Room 226, ticket required

6. The Art of Negotiation: A Fundamental Skill for Scientists
Tuesday, March 13, 4:30 PM-5:50 PM, Room 307

7. Student/Postdoctoral Joint Scientific Session: Epigenetic and miRNA
Regulations in Carcinogenesis: Toxicological Implications
Come support fellow student and postdoctoral presenters. Wednesday, March 14,
9:00 AM-11:45 AM, Room 103



8. Undergraduate Student Meeting
Wednesday, March 14, 4:00 PM-5:00 PM, Room 212
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Be sure to attend The MSS
Reception and Business Meeting
Monday March 12
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Marriott Marquis Golden Gate Ballroom C1

I
2012 SESSIONS SPONSORED OR ENDORSED BY THE

MECHANISMS SPECIALTY SECTION

Monday Symposia
The Thick and Thin of Nuclear Receptors and Nrf2 in Diabetes and Obesity
9:15 AM Room 104 Convention Center

Toxicological Considerations of Epigenetic Targets in Product Development
9:15 AM Room 102 Convention Center

Breast Cancer as a Multi-Factorial Disease: Interaction of Genetics, Life Stage,
and the Environment
2:00 PM Room 103 Convention Center

Molecular Basis for Prevention of Cardiotoxicity
2:00 PM Room 104 Convention Center

Toxic Cell Death: Signaling Pathways, Cross-Talk and High-Throughput
Analysis
2:00 PM Room 308 Convention Center



Tuesday Symposium

Cross-Species Analysis of Toxicogenomics Data: Approaches for Assessing
Differences in Sensitivity and Conservation of Mode-of-Action

9:00 AM Room 104 Convention Center

Tuesday Workshops

How Useful are Liver in vitro Models for Toxicity and Mode of Action
Prediction?

1:30 PM Room 102 Convention Center

Novel Topics in Environmental Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbon Metabolism
Leading to Carcinogenesis
1:30 PM Room 305 Convention Center

Wednesday Symposia

Epigenetic and miRNA Regulations in Carcinogenesis: Toxicological
Implications

9:00 AM Room 103 Convention Center

New Visions in Toxicology: Lysosomes - roles in disease, toxicity and drug
development
1:30 PM Room 103 Convention Center

Trivalent Arsenic Metabolites and Arsenic Toxicity
1:30 PM Room 304 Convention Center

Wednesday Workshop

Caught in the Act: Free Radical Detection and Implications in Pathways to
Toxicity

9:00 AM Room 304 Convention Center

Thursday Symposia

Emerging Evidence for Novel Noncholinergic Mechanisms of
Organophosphate-Induced Neurotoxicity

9:00 AM Room 308 Convention Center

Emerging Mechanistic Targets in Lung Injury Induced by Combustion-
generated Particles
9:00 AM Room 305 Convention Center

Realizing the Vision of 21st Century Toxicity Testing: Genetic Approaches to
Pathway Analysis
9:00 AM Room 304 Convention Center
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SUBMISSIONS FOR MSS SYMPOSIA, WORKSHOPS
AND CONTINUTING EDUCATION COURSES FOR
THE ANNUAL MEETING IN 2013!

There is still time to start thinking about proposals for symposia, workshops or
continuing education courses for the 2013 Society of Toxicology meeting in San
Antonio, TX. The Mechanisms Specialty Section has a long history of sponsoring
high quality programs, and we would be pleased to work with you as you prepare
your proposals. Terry Kavanagh (tikav@u.washington.edu), serving as Vice
President for 2012-2013, is responsible for soliciting and helping to develop
proposals, but feel free to approach any of your Mechanisms Specialty Section
officers. The deadline for submission of proposals for the 2013 meeting is April 30,
2012. When the application process is open for submission of proposals, the forms
should be available on the SOT website under the “Scientific Session Proposal
Submission” or the “Forms and Applications” link under the Annual Meeting heading.
Be sure to identify the Mechanisms Specialty Section as your primary sponsor.
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SOCIETY OF TOXICOLOGIC PATHOLOGY
UPCOMING MEETING

The Society of Toxicologic Pathology is hosting their 31 annual symposium at the
Boston Marriott Copley Place, June 24-28, 2012. The symposium theme is
“Mechanisms of Toxicity.” Abstract submission deadline is April 1, 2012, and advance
registration deadline is April 10, 2012. For more complete information, please visit
http://toxpath.org/AM2012/.

The global regulatory agencies and the general public require outstanding scientific
rigor and quality in the human risk assessment of xenobiotics. To meet these
demands, the toxicology and pathology professions are positioned to take advantage
of key learnings captured from major advances in the molecular understanding of
host defense, disease and toxicity processes. The purpose of the 2012 Annual
Symposium of the Society of Toxicologic Pathology will be to examine mechanisms
of toxicity in six general sessions covering tissue injury related to the following: 1)
host factors, 2) chemical structure, 3) xenobiotic cellular targets (on- and off-target),
4) new technologies (e.g., nanotechnology, siRNA therapy and immunoconjugates),



5) cellular organelle-specific effects, and 6) high profile environmental chemicals and
consumer products.

Five continuing education sessions will be held on Sunday before the general
sessions begin including: 1) Mechanism-Based Approaches to Cardiovascular Safety
Assessment, 2) Non-Traditional Applications of Clinical Pathology in Drug Discovery
and Preclinical Toxicology, 3) the ACT-sponsored Drug Development 101 course, 4)
“The Placenta as an Immune Organ and its Relevance in Toxicological Studies” and
5) a half-day Career Development Workshop: Social Networking in Career
Development.

A Career Development Lunchtime Series held on Monday will provide participants
guidance in personal growth and development.
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YOUR MECHANISMS SS OFFICERS

Comments, questions, ideas? Please contact the specialty section officers as

needed:
President Joan B. Tarloff j.tarlof@usp.edu
Vice-President Michael Aleo michael.d.aleo@pfizer.com
Vice-President Elect Terry Kavanagh tikav@u.washington.edu
Secretary/Treasurer Patti Ganey ganey@msu.edu
Senior Councilor Vasilis Vasiliou Vasilis.Vasiliou@ucdenver.edu
Junior Councilor Brian Cummings bsc@rx.uga.edu
Postdoctoral Councilor Tamara Tal tamara.tal@oregonstate.edu
Graduate Student Councilor | Rebecca Smathers | Rebecca.smathers@ucdenver.edu
Past President Jose Manautou jose.manautou@uconn.edu

March 11-15, 2012
Moscone Convention

% | ) See you soon!
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