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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mike Aleo

As a specialty section I had established several goals for us as a leadership body to
achieve this year. I am happy to say that good progress was made on our goals with
summaries listed below.
Raise $5200 in direct contributions to get the Ronald 6. Thurman Student Travel
Award Fund to permanently endowed fund status this fiscal year
The Thurman Student Travel Award is now an endowed fund with SOT. Thanks
to numerous individual and corporate matching gifts we raised over $11,000!!!
Way to go members. This infusion of contributions catapulted this award over
the required $25,000 minimum to reach endowment status. Details will be
presented at the annual meeting and followed in the fall newsletter
announcement and on our website when there is a call for submissions along with
the other awards administered by this specialty section. Special thanks to the
generosity of our donors to achieve this goal. This really is a fremendous way to
honor Ron's contributions to the Society of Toxicology and the mechanistic
research he and his staff, students, post-doctoral fellows and colleagues
conducted.
Establish a Mechanisms Specialty Section career achievement award
We had limited discussions about this as we prepare to institute the Thurman
award in 2013-2014. We will continue discussions to establish this award with
the newly elected officers.
Increase membership in this specialty section
Personal invitations were sent to 12 new members of SOT to join our specialty
section.
I have enjoyed being your specialty section president this past year and look forward to
seeing you at the annual business meeting. Thank you for placing your faith in me to serve
as your president this past year. During the course of the year I have reached out to
several members who assisted me in this office with guidance and support. I am fruly
grateful to have such close friends within this specialty section. Thank you.



A WORD FROM YOUR STUDENT AND POST-
DOCTORAL COUNCILORS

Kyle Poulsen and John Clarke

The Graduate Student Leadership Committee (6SLC) would like to remind students
that the very popular Chat with an Expert (CWAE) program returns for the 2013 SOT
Annual Meeting in San Antonio. This program allows both students and postdocs to
network with established scientists across several disciplines within the SOT. Groups are
composed of about 3 students/postdocs who are matched to the interests of an expert.
The expert chooses the fime and place for the meeting. These meetings will occur
throughout the Annual Meeting in San Antonio (March 10-14). Please refer to the CWAE
website for further details, including opportunities for graduate students to speak with
undergraduates as well as for postdocs to speak with current graduate students.
https://www.toxicology.org/ai/spd/chatexpert.asp#studpost

The In Vitro Toxicology Lecture and Luncheon will take place on Monday, March
11", from 12:00 PM to 1:20 PM. This year's program title is "From Hazard Identification
to Risk Assessment: Linking It Together with In Vitro Models” and takes place in room
006 (ticket required).

The Postdoctoral Assembly (PDA) is sponsoring several events again for the SOT
2013 Annual Meeting. Come get the meeting started at the student/postdoc mixer on
Sunday March 10™ from 7:30-9:00 in Ballroom A (ticket required). There will be a
workshop entitled "Tools for Bringing Creativity into Your Scientific Research” held on
Monday March 11™ from 1:45-3:45 PM in room 212. Also, a Postdoc luncheon will be help on
Tuesday March 12™ from 12:00-1:15 PM in room 006 C (ticket required). Hopefully you
signed up to participate in the poster tours for trainees that will be held throughout the
meeting. We look forward fo an exciting meeting and hope to see you there!

Status of Administration of Mechanisms Awards

The 2013 finalist will be announced at the annual business meeting. Here are the awards
by the numbers of applicants

Award Number of Applicants
Carl C. Smith Graduate Student Award 12
Postdoctoral Student Travel Award 9

Renal Toxicology Award
Gabriel L. Plaa Education Award 5
Robert J. Rubin Student Travel Award 11



https://www.toxicology.org/ai/spd/chatexpert.asp#studpost

Updates and changes to the Carl €. Smith Graduate Student Award

There will be changes to the administration and eligibility of candidates for the Carl C.
Smith award for the 2014. This is motivated by the need to bring another award online
within the specialty section, maintain the high visibility and nature of each award and to
maintain or increase the number of applicants for each award. This will be discussed at
the change of officers meeting and preliminary information communicated during the
annual business meeting.

New Scientific Session Proposal Review Process for 2014 Meeting

There are significant changes to Programming Submissions for the 2014 meeting. A 44
min webinar from SOT is available as a recording using the following hyperlink:

https://aim-hgevents.webex.com/aim-
hgevents/Isr.php? AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=6315632&rKey=d97f4a4c4073a862.

In brief, there are a couple changes to the session proposal submissions. There are no
predetermined themes this year. The meeting themes for 2014 will be determined after
the session proposals are submitted. There will also be no endorsements for 2014.
Instead SOT is encouraging co-sponsorship by other Specialty Sections. As a reminder,
the deadline for proposal submission is April 30, 2013, and the review period will be from
May 1 through May 15, 2013. Proposals for continuing education courses, symposia,
workshops, and round table discussions by members of this specialty section are strongly
encouraged for the 2014 Annual Meeting.

ELECTION RESULTS FOR NEW MECHANISMS OFFICERS

The following members of our specialty section were voted to serve in the following
offices. Please help me congratulate these new officers.

Vice President-Elect Richard Vaillancourt | Vaillancourt@pharmacy.arizona.edu
Junior Councilor Lauren Aleksunes Aleksunes@eohsi.rutgers.edu
Postdoctoral Councilor Matthew Merrell Matthew.Merrell@gmail.com
Graduate Student Laura Armstrong lauraarmstrong@my.uri.edu
Councilor



https://aim-hqevents.webex.com/aim-hqevents/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=6315632&rKey=d97f4a4c4073a862.%20
https://aim-hqevents.webex.com/aim-hqevents/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=6315632&rKey=d97f4a4c4073a862.%20

CURRENT OFFICERS (2012-2013)

President Michael Aleo michael.d.aleo@pfizer.com
Vice President Terrance Kavanagh tjkav@uwashington.edu
Vice President-Elect Vasilis Vasiliou Vasilis.Vasiliou®ucdenver.edu
Secretary/Treasurer Nathan Cherrington | cherrington@pharmacy.arizona.edu
Senior Councilor Brian Cummings bsc@rx.uga.edu
Junior Councilor Angela Slitt Angela_slitt@ds.uri.edu
Postdoctoral Councilor John Clarke clarke@pharmacy.arizona.edu
Graduate Student Kyle Poulsen poulsenk@msu.edu
Councilor
Past President Joan B. Tarloff Jj-tarlof@usp.edu

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Please attend the Mechanisms Specialty Section business meeting on Tuesday (March
12th) from 6:00-7:30 PM in the Lone Star Ballroom (Salon A) of the Grand Hyatt hotel

Looking forward to seeing you at the ALAMO!




