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Greetings and Welcome to the SOT 

Mechanisms Specialty Section! 

For all new members, 
welcome to the Mechanisms 
Specialty Section and hello to old 
friends! The past year has been quite 
exciting. The Mechanisms Specialty 
Section celebrated the selection of 
our first Career Achievement Award, 
which honored the scientific 
achievements of Dr. Dean Jones, 

Emory University. We also selected the first recipients of 
our Ronald G. Thurman Student Travel Award, Kazuhisa 
Miyakawa, Dwayne Carter, and Pranav Shah. We have 
several exciting programs lined up for the Annual Meeting. 
The Mechanisms Specialty Section is sponsoring 3 
Symposium Sessions and 3 Workshop Sessions this year 
in San Diego. As always we invite all our members and 
friends to join us for our Business Meeting and Reception 
to be held during the Annual Meeting in March. There we 
will announce the 2015 winners of all awards and newly 
elected officers! 
 The Mechanisms Specialty Section continues to 
benefit from the excellent support of its members and to 
welcome new individuals to the group each year. We thank 
all our supporters! It is through their continued generosity 
that we are able to honor the scientific achievements of our members. 
 See you in San Diego!  
 Vasilis Vasiliou, Mechanisms President 

Re-Cap of the 2014 Annual Meeting! 
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 President 
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 Vice President-Elect 
 

Christopher Reilly 
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 Senior Councilor 
 

James Roede 
 Junior Councilor 
 

Rhiannon N. Hardwick 
 Postdoctoral Representative 
 

Jamie Moscovitz 
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Terrance J. Kavanaugh 
 Past President 

OFFICERS 2014-2015 

Carl C. Smith Award Finalists 

 
Pictured (Left to Right): Back-Joshua Chandler, 
Surendra Singh, Chris Schaupp, Dilshan 
Harischandra, Joshua Strom, Owen Kinsky; 
Front-Wei Zhang, Swetha Rudraiah, Priyanka 
Trivedi, Rui Xiong, Nikita Joshi 

1st Place Carl C. Smith Award 

 
Pictured: Lauren Aleksunes and 1st place winner 
Dilshan Harischandra, Michigan State 
University, Luyendyk Lab. Abstract: “Platelet 
Function Inhibits Liver Injury and Fibrosis 
Induced by a Bile Duct Toxicant.” 
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Gabriel L. Plaa Award Winners 

 

 

Pictured: 1st place winner Kathryn Page (left), 

Michael Aleo (middle), 2nd place winner John 

Clarke (right); not pictured, 3rd place winner 

Tetyana Kobets 

Postdoctoral Travel Award 

Winners 

 

 

Pictured: Angela Slitt and 1st place winner 

Tongde Wu (top), and 2nd place winner Ying Xin 

(bottom) 

Ronald G. Thurman Student Travel 

Award Winners 

 

 

Pictured: Terrance Kavanagh and 1st place 

winner Kazuhisa Miyakawa (top) and 2nd place 

winner Dwayne Carter (bottom); not pictured, 3rd 

place winners Pranav Shah 

Robert J. Rubin Student  

Travel Award Winners 

 

Pictured: 1st place winner Mary Francis and 

Vasilis Vasiliou; not pictured, 2nd place winner 

Vivekkumar Dadhania 
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All members and enthusiasts of the Mechanisms Specialty Section are invited to the Business 
Meeting/Reception held at the 2015 Annual Meeting for the announcement of the 2015 winners 
of each award shown above. Please come celebrate your colleagues’ achievements with us! 
 
Graduate students and postdoctoral scientists are strongly encouraged to apply for awards each 
year. This is a great way to gain recognition within SOT for all the hard work you do!!  

2014 Mechanisms Specialty Section Career Achievement Award 

Dean Jones, Emory University 

 
Pictured: Terrance Kavanagh and Young-Mi Go (Jones lab), accepting the award on Dr. Jones’ behalf. 
 

Dr. Dean Jones was the first recipient of the Mechanisms Specialty Section Career Achievement 
award.  Dr. Jones has been active in mechanistic toxicology his entire career, with a research program 
designed to define the redox control and signaling mechanisms involved in pathology and to identify 
sites of disruption during oxidative stress.  Not only has Dr. Jones excelled in scholarship, but he has 
also been involved in training and developing the next generation of successful scientists.  Over his 
30+ years in academic science, his laboratory has served as a training environment for over 50 Ph.D. 
students, postdoctoral fellows, early stage scientists, as well as many foreign students and guest 
scientists.  Additionally, Dr. Jones has served the Society of Toxicology as President (2007) of this 
important specialty section.  Please join us in congratulating Dean Jones on this exciting career 
achievement! 
 

Renal Toxicology Award Winners 

 

Pictured: Richard Vaillancourt and 1st place winner L. Jay Stallons (left), 2nd place winner Raghu 

Tadagavadi (middle), 3rd place winner Mark Jimenez-Canet (right) 
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WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN SUNNY 

SAN DIEGO!!! 

 

 

 

 

Programming for the 2015 SOT Annual Meeting 

The following programming was accepted for the 2015 Annual Meeting and is sponsored or 
endorsed by the Mechanisms Specialty Section.  
 
 
 

Symposium Sessions 
 Alternative Models to Study Classical Toxicants: A Mechanistic View 

- Tuesday, March 24: 9:00AM-11:45AM 

 Role of the Gut Microbiome in the Host Response to Xenobiotics 
- Wednesday, March 25: 9:00AM-11:45AM 

 Chromatin Structure, Genomics, and Transcriptional Responses to Environmental Insults 
- Thursday, March 26: 9:00AM-11:45AM  

 
 

Workshop Sessions 
 Toxicological Epigenomics: The Interface between the Environment and Human Health 

- Monday, March 23: 9:15AM-12 Noon 

 Transporters as Gatekeepers for Chemical Exposure in Reproductive Tissues 
- Monday, March 23: 9:15AM-12 Noon 

 Integrating Gene Expression Profiling into High-Throughput Toxicity Testing 
- Wednesday, March 25: 1:30PM-4:15PM 

 
 

Annual Business Meeting and Reception 
All members and enthusiasts of the Mechanisms Specialty Section are invited to attend. You 
can enjoy great food and network with colleagues! New officers will be revealed and all new 
award winners announced! 

- Wednesday, March 25: 6:00PM-7:30PM; CC, Room 29  
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A Message from Your Student Representative 

My name is Jamie Moscovitz, and I am the 2014-2015 Graduate 
Student Councilor for the Mechanisms Specialty Section. I have been a 
student member of SOT since 2011. I am currently a PhD candidate in the 
Joint Graduate Program in Toxicology at Rutgers University, working in the 
laboratory of Dr. Lauren Aleksunes. Our laboratory investigates how drug 
transporters in the liver, kidneys, brain, and placenta protect against the 
accumulation and toxicity of pharmaceuticals and environmental chemicals.  

One of the greatest opportunities for graduate students in the Society 
of Toxicology is the annual meeting, being held March 2015 in San Diego, 
California. As an attendee you are able to present your own data, receive 
feedback from peers, and network with Toxicologists in a variety of careers. 
In addition, the Graduate Student Leadership Committee (GSLC) hosts and/or sponsors several 
events on site for the benefit of graduate students specifically. Here are a few key events to be 
aware of: 

 Chat with an Expert program (Student Registration February 1-28) 

 SOT Mentoring Breakfast (Rolling Registration) 

 Student/Postdoctoral Mixer (Sunday Night) 

 Scientific Session - Alternative Models to Study Classical Toxicants: A Mechanistic View 
(Tuesday Morning)  

Check out the SOT website (Graduate Student, subheading in People & Groups) for more 
information on any of the above listed activities.  
See you there! 
Jamie 

A Note from Your Postdoctoral Representative 

Hi there! My name is Rhiannon Hardwick and I am your 
2014-2015 Postdoctoral Representative. I previously served as 
Councilor for the Postdoctoral Assembly for 2013-2014. 

As the 2015 Annual Meeting approaches, I want to remind 
everyone of the wonderful opportunities available to postdoctoral 
scientists. Sunday, March 22, join us for the Student/Postdoctoral 
Scholar Mixer. This is a fantastic place to meet up with old friends, 
and forge new relationships among the junior members of the 
Society. On Monday, March 23, are several events of interest: Chat 
with an Expert, SOT Mentoring Breakfast, Poster Tour for Trainees, 
Trainee Discussion with Plenary Lecturer J. Craig Venter, and the 
In Vitro Toxicology Lecture and Luncheon with James C. Bonner. 

On Tuesday, March 24, I encourage all postdocs to escape the bustle of the meeting and join us 
at the Postdoctoral Assembly Luncheon. We will have door prizes available, the winners of the 
Best Postdoctoral Publication Award will be announced, and the winners of Specialty Section 
awards highlighted. On Wednesday, March 25 you can join in on the Trainee Discussion with 
Medical Research Council Lecturer Brigitta Stockinger, and attend the Education-Career 
Development Session, Crafting High-Impact Manuscripts: The Process from Hypothesis through 
Review and Publication. 

The Annual Meeting is a great place for networking, and can really shape the path of your 
career. Be sure to take advantage of the opportunities while you’re soaking up the great science. 
The Annual Meeting is an excellent venue for cutting-edge science, but remember to have fun as 
well! The friendships you form now can follow you throughout your career. 

See you there!   –Rhi 

 


