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President’s Letter  

Dear SCCT Members, 

First of all, let me thank you for supporting the SOT Sustainable 

Chemicals through Contemporary Toxicology (SCCT) Specialty Section 

during its inaugural year!  Like the rest of life, things did not go as we had 

planned, and we were unable to hold our inaugural meeting back in 

March.  However, the leadership of SCCT has been working behind the 

scenes to establish the Specialty Section and to bring sustainable chemicals-related technical 

content and opportunities to SOT members.  Earlier this year, you elected an Executive 

Committee who has since brought their wealth of experience into establishing an SCCT awards 

program, newsletter, webinar series, programming at the 2021 SOT Virtual Annual Meeting, 

and other opportunities for our members, which are highlighted in this newsletter. 

The purpose of SCCT is to address the broader impact of toxicological research to inform 

decisions that advance safer chemistry throughout the product lifecycle. Additionally, the SCCT 

will support scientific activities designed to promote the execution and application of 

toxicological research to reduce the likelihood of regrettable substitution throughout the supply 

chain through interdisciplinary partnerships.  With your participation in this mission, together 

we will help SOT advance its mission to create a safer and healthier world.  We hope you will 

continue this journey with us by renewing your membership in SCCT and by inviting your 

colleagues and friends to join too! 

Lastly, I would love to hear from you if you are interested in volunteering or have ideas for 

activities that SCCT should pursue. 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Jennifer Y. Tanir, PhD    

SCCT President 
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Volunteers Wanted! 

Are you interested in becoming more involved with the SCCT? SCCT is looking for volunteers to 

assist with judging awards for Best Abstract Graduate Student Award and Best Postdoctoral 

Scholar Award, which are awarded at the annual SOT meeting in March. Judges will be sent 

abstracts from submitters to review and rank in February.  The time commitment is relatively 

brief, but would allow judges the opportunity to network with SCCT Executive Committee 

members. This is an excellent opportunity for anyone considering running for an SCCT office 

next year!   If you are interested in serving as a judge, please contact by Meg Whittaker by 

January 31, 2021. 

SCCT is also seeking nominations for the following leadership positions, for terms starting May 

1, 2021: Vice President-Elect, Councilor, and Postdoctoral Representative.  The Vice President-

Elect serves for 4 years, as Vice President-Elect, Vice President, President, and then Immediate 

Past President.  The Councilor is a 2-year term, and the Postdoctoral Representative term is 1 

year.  The Leadership team holds monthly calls.  Additional details are provided in the SCCT 

Bylaws.  If you are interested, please submit your biosketch to Jen Tanir by December 23, 2020. 

SAMPLE Biosketch: 

Full Name, including degrees and affiliations] 

Dr. [Last Name] is a/the [Current position] at [Place of employment], where he/she [Summary 

of work]. He/She received his/her doctorate in [Field] from [School/University] in [Year] and 

was a postdoctoral fellow at [Institution] from [Years, i.e. 1995-1998]. Dr. [Last Name] has 

served on the [Study sections, Panels, etc.] at the [Organization, i.e. NIH, EPA, etc.]. He/She is 

author/co-author of [Number] [Publications including peer-reviewed articles and/or book 

chapters, etc.]. He/She has been a member of the SOT since [Year] and has served the SOT in 

the following capacities: [Offices/positions held]. 

 

SCCT Collaboration with SETAC   

SCCT is collaborating with SETAC members to propose a session for the SETAC Europe annual 

meeting, to be held virtually in May 2021. The session is titled “Cross Species Extrapolation: 

opportunities in a 21st century regulatory non-animal testing world”.  The focus of the session 

is the advancement of cross species extrapolation to inform a 21st century regulatory non-

animal testing agenda for assessing human and environmental health.  We will seek 

participation from the tripartite groups who are currently engaged in setting the regulatory 

compass, supporting decision making in both regulatory and industry contexts, researching, 

analyzing large datasets and AOP and tool development.  We hope to engage participants from 

government (researchers, regulators, policy-makers), academia, industry, non-government 
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organizations (NGOs), communicators and social scientists. The special session is aimed at 

stimulating valuable discussion on the understanding of shared approaches across human 

health and environmental safety areas in support of the paradigm shift in regulatory safety 

assessment in a future non-animal testing world. We particularly welcome participation from 

those involved in the development or application of bioinformatics approaches which provide 

exciting opportunities to rapidly bridge the gap between human health and environmental 

safety decision making. Further information on registration and the full agenda for the SETAC 

Europe meeting can be found on the SETAC Europe 2021 webpage. 

 

2021 SOT Annual Meeting  

SCCT will host a virtual event at the 2021 SOT Annual Meeting on Monday, March 15, 2021.  

The event will be hosted in a Zoom room.  Please consider adding our event to your meeting 

agenda! 

Draft agenda (times are in ET; subject to change): 

6:00–6:30 PM SCCT Business Presentation 

6:30–6:40 PM Presentation of Awards 

6:40–7:00 PM Social/Networking 

 

Also, mark your calendars for the sustainable chemicals related CE course and Informational 

Session that have been endorsed by SCCT. 

• Continuing Education Course CE05: Less Is More: Sustainable Product Development 

Requires More Toxicological Considerations, to be held on Friday, March 12, 2021 at 

10:00 AM–1:45 PM ET. 

• Informational Session: Toxicology for Chemists: Preparing Chemists to Design Safer 

Products through Smarter Molecular Design, date and time to be announced (check the 

2021 SOT Annual Meeting online-planner for details). 

 

Awards  

If you are a graduate student or postdoctoral scholar with research interests relevant to 

sustainable toxicology, green toxicology, and/or New Approach Methodologies (NAMs), or if 

you are an academic advisor, consider applying to the SCCT Best Abstract Student or 

Postdoctoral Scholar Award. 

The SCCT is one of the newest SOT Specialty Sections, and we are dedicated to 

advancing toxicological research to inform decisions that advance safer chemistry throughout 
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the product lifecycle and reduce the likelihood of regrettable substitution throughout the 

supply chain. 

The deadline for both awards is January 31, 2021, so please plan on applying for the award 

once your abstract is accepted by SOT! 

Please access our awards webpage for award details, and please contact Meg Whittaker if you 

have questions. 

 

SCCT 2021 Webinars  

SCCT is planning webinars in 2021, including in partnership with other Specialty Sections and 

organizations.  Stay tuned for upcoming details!   
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