
On a personal note, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued 
support of my leadership in the BTSS; I started as a student representative with the BTSS 
after losing my aunt to cancer with a personal mission and commitment to meaningful drug 
development and transformative medicines. Now, 7 years later, and as President, I am 
proud to say that the BTSS has grown tremendously (both in depth and scope of activities 
and membership), but we still have a long way to go! I am universally proud to be a 
member of such a collegial, intelligent group. Thank you for your support. 

The BTSS would like to continue and extend our mission of educating and sharing 
biotechnology related information to the scientific community, and are in the process of 
planning a number of items to assist with this mission. If you as the membership have any 
ideas around topics or discussions you would like to see addressed by the BTSS, please 
feel free to reach out! We are YOUR leadership and here to represent you, so please do 
not be shy.  

I will end this message by thanking you all again and tell you to please be on the lookout 
for BTSS hosted and sponsored events coming your way. 

With kindest regards,

Amy Miranda Sharma PhD, DABT
President, Biotechnology Specialty Section
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Dear All,

Happy Holidays! 

I want to start by wishing you a safe and restful holiday 
season. 2020 has shaped up to be a memorable year (to 
say the least), and the BTSS leadership is very busy 
planning special edition events and newsletters to educate 
our fellow community around the current COVID-19 
situation. The BTSS has taken a vested interest in the 
educational opportunity covid-19 presents, as many new 
biotechnology frontiers are being reached with attempts at 
potential solutions to the novel coronavirus. Please be on 
the lookout for these coming your way soon!  
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President

Amy Sharma, PhD
Genentech

Vice President

Robert Li, PhD, DABT
LintonPharm

Vice President-Elect

Nicola Stagg, PhD, DABT
Genentech

Past President

Kelly Flagella, PhD, DABT
Ultragenyx

Secretary/Treasurer

Nardos Tassew, PhD
Genentech

Junior Councilor

Jason Pinkstaff, PhD, 
DABT, ERT

Pfizer

Postdoc Representative

Frances Shaffo, PhD
Roche

Grad Student Representative

Muthanna Sultan
University of South Carolina



Past BTSS Officers
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The Executive Committee is looking for members who are interested in getting 
more involved in the work of BTSS and joining the team for the 2021 term. We 
are soliciting candidate nominations for the following positions:

Vice President-elect: (4-year commitment)
Councilor: 2-year term

Graduate Student Representative: 2-year term
Postdoctoral Representative: 2-year term

Candidate nominations are due by December 22, 2020. Please send 
nominations or self-nominations to Nardos (tassewn@gene.com). Terms of 
service for these positions, if elected, begin May 1, 2021. Feel free to spread the 
word about BTSS to colleagues in your network who have an interest in 
biotechnology. We are always excited to welcome new members to the BTSS!

Join the BTSS Executive Committee!

BTSS would like to thank our incredible team from the 2019-2020 year!

2019-2020 Executive Board Members:

● President: Kelly Flagella
● Vice President: Amy Sharma
● Vice President-Elect: Robert Li
● Past President: Jorg Blumel
● Secretary/Treasurer: Nicola Stagg
● Senior Councillor: Ken Oliver
● Junior Councilor: Eunice Musvasva
● Postdoc Representative: Frances Shaffo
● Grad Student Representative: Muthana Sultan



Awards
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Prathap Kumar
Biotechnology SS Outstanding Young Investigator Award

& 
Biotechnology SS Best Paper Award

Frances Shaffo
Biotechnology SS Boehringer Ingelheim Award

Muthanna Sultan 

Biotechnology SS Student Achievement Award

Congratulations to the 2020 BTSS Award Winners!

Apply for BTSS 2021 Awards

Award deadlines are approaching! Please visit the BTSS website for details:
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/ss/btss/awards.asp

● Battelle Postdoctoral Award in Biotechnology
● Best Paper Award
● Boehringer Ingelheim Award for Excellence in Biotherapeutic Safety
● Career Achievement in Biotechnology Award
● Outstanding Young Investigator Award
● Student Achievement Award

Awards Application Deadline: January 1, 2021



Upcoming Annual Meeting
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This year’s annual meeting will be held virtually, 
don’t forget to register! 

Important Dates:

● Early-Bird Registration Deadline: Jan 22
● Standard Registration Deadline: Feb 19

Stay tuned for BTSS announcements about sessions and mentoring 
events during the meeting!

For more information, visit:
https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2021/index.asp

Renew Your Membership

Membership dues and donations are important sources of funding that are critical to fund all 
our awards and activities. If you have not already done so, please renew your BTSS 
membership ASAP! In addition to funding our activities, it will ensure that you are able to 
vote in the upcoming BTSS officer election.  Also, if you or your organization can donate 
money to BTSS, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please reach out to Nardos 
(tassewn@gene.com), if you are interested in donating to BTSS.

To those individuals and organizations who gave generously this past year, THANK YOU!

BTSS FINANCIALS

Net Assets at the end of September: $11,814
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https://www.toxicology.org/events/am/AM2021/index.asp



