
P re s i de nt ’s  M e ssa g e  
By Rober t  House  

comprises many accomplished 

scientists (and scientists-in-

training) who are daily expanding 

the discipline of Biotechnology, 

both in terms of safety of new and 

existing products, as well as 

efficacy of those products. The 

very complexity of the systems 

and approaches we all use make 

this a truly exciting career for all 

of us. We want to share that 

excitement within our own 

specialty section, as well as with 

the SOT at large. One of the ways 

we do this is to recognize 

individuals for their 

accomplishments. Each year the 

Awards Committee has the often 

difficult job of choosing 

individuals for these awards, so 

I’d like to ask all of you to start 

thinking now about those among 

your colleagues who merit such 

recognition. Better yet, volunteer 

for the Awards Committee. It’s 

fun, rewarding, and don’t cost 

nothin’. Jeanine Bussiere 

(jeanine.bussiere@amgen.com) 
would be very happy to provide 

details. 

 

This is going to be a great year 

for the BTSS. I’m looking 

forward to working with you all. 

 

Robert V. House  

  

Past President’s Message 

 
As the time has come to pass the 

baton to a new leadership for the 

BTSS, I wanted to take a moment 

to say thank you to the 

membership and the executive 

group for their help and support 

 

Incoming President’s 

Message 
 

I am truly honored to have the 

opportunity to serve the 

Biotechnology Specialty Section 

this coming year, and look 

forward to working with 

everyone.  I have a bit of 

trepidation trying to fill the shoes 

of Laura Andrews, who did an 

exemplary job as President last 

year. Let me be the first to thank 

Laura for her tireless support of 

the BTSS. Luckily, she will 

remain on the executive 

committee for the next year and 

so hopefully will help me keep 

things in line. 

 

Speaking of the executive 

committee, please join me in 

welcoming the newest members 

of the group Tom Gelzleichter 

(Vice President-Elect), Scott 

Manetz (Councilor) and Diann 

Blanset (Secretary-Treasurer). 

These highly capable individuals 

join the existing team of Laura 

Andrews (Past President and 

Councilor), Mary Jane Hinrichs 

(Vice President), Jeanine Bussiere 

(Councilor), Amy M. Sharma 

(Postdoctoral Representative) and 

Vijay Kale (Student  

Representative). We are all here 

to serve you…the BTSS body at 

large…so please let us know what 

you need. We want to make 

BTSS the premier Specialty 

Section!   

 

This year we are endorsing two 

Continuing Education courses, 

one Symposium and two 

Workshops: 

 

Continuing Education 

Nonclinical evaluation of 

CNS administered 

therapeutics - dose 

routes, study 

considerations, and data 

interpretation 

The New World of Cancer 

Immunotherapy: 

Challenges in Bench to 

Bedside Translation 

 

Symposium 

Immunostimulant Cancer 

Treatments: Toxicology 

Programs with an 

Autoimmmune “Twist” 

 

Workshops 

Utility of animal models in 

the preclinical safety 

assessment of CNS 

drugs 

Friend or foe – challenges 

and perspectives for 

nonclinical development 

of antibody-drug 

conjugates 

 

While still a relative young 

Specialty Section, the BTSS 
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the last year. We had an active and 

enthusiastic participation at our annual 

reception in Phoenix and it was great for 

me to meet new faces and reconnect with 

those I have known for years.  The BTSS 

is no longer an organization in its infancy 

but rather a strong and growing group of 

dedicated members willing to share their 

expertise, experiences and always a few 

laughs along the way.  While I will still 

be an active participant in the executive 

leadership for one more year I look 

forward to the new perspective the 

changing of the guard will bring. As I 

step out of the role of President,  I want 

to thank Hanan Ghantous, Marina Seme-

Nelson and Tom Gelzleichter for their 

contributions to the group (though Tom 

isn’t going far)! And I want to wish the 

new leadership under the guidance of 

Robert House the best of luck for the 

coming year. It has been a fantastic 

opportunity for me and I encourage 

everyone in the membership to get 

involved and stay involved.  Good luck in 

2014. 

 

Laura Andrews, PhD., DABT, Fellow, 

ATS 

 

Past-President, BTSS 

 

Our thanks to Laura for a 

phenomenal year under her 

watch! 

 

-Current BTSS Members  
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Spotlight on Monsanto: sponsors of the new  

Postdoctoral Best Fellowship Proposal Travel Award  

 

 

 2014 was an exciting year for BTSS due to the 

addition of the new postdoctoral award through the gener-

ous funding of Monsanto. Based in Missouri, US, this 

company is a leader in the genetic engineering of agricul-

tural based biotechnologies.  

 

 With a deep roots in biotechnology (Monsanto 

was the first company to genetically engineer plant cells), 

it was only fitting to have them on board the BTSS spe-

cialty section. We extend our deepest gratitude to      

Monsanto for their investment in the BTSS.  

 

 

Monsanto in biotech news and research: 

 
Characteristics and safety assessment of intractable proteins in ge-

netically modified crops. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24662477 

 

Tempest in a Tea Pot: How did the Public Conversation on Genet-

ically Modified Crops Drift so far from the Facts? 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24798648 

 

Genetically engineered crops: from idea to product. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24579994 
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Student Achievement Award:  

Vijay P. Kale, B.V.Sc., M.V.Sc., DABT  

 

“A chemical derivative of naturally occurring isothiocyanate, DJ4, blocks stress 

fiber formation ”.  

 

Department of Pharmacology, Pennsylvania State University. 

BTS S Aw a r ds  2 0 1 4  -  Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t he  w i nne r s !  

Student Achievement Award:  

Shanthi Ganesan, B.V.Sc., MSc. 

“Phosphoramide mustard-induced DNA adduct formation and DNA damage repair 

response induction in rat ovarian granulosa cells”.  

Iowa State University. 

Monsanto Best Fellowship Proposal Postdoctoral Travel Award:  

Amy Sharma, Hons. B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D.  

“Innate immune recognition of noxious xenobiotics and emerging biotherapeu-

tics.” 

Immunobiology, Yale University, School of Medicine. 

A special thanks to Jay S. Petrick from Monsanto for attending the 

BTSS 2014 reception to present the inaugural award in person!  
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BTS S Aw a r ds  2 0 1 4  -  Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t he  w i nne r s !  

Best Paper Award:  

Jean G. Sathish , M.Sc., PhD. 

“Challenges and approaches for the development of safer immuno-

modulatory biologics” 

Nature Reviews Drug Discovery 12, 306-324 (April 2013). 

http://www.nature.com/nrd/journal/v12/n4/authors/nrd3974.html 

 Molecular and Clinical Pharmacology, University of Liverpool, UK 

. 

Outstanding Young Investigator Award:  

Jessica Couch, Ph.D. DABT. 

Genentech Inc. 

Jessica Couch is a Senior Scientist in the Department of Safety Assessment at 

Genentech, where she has supported biotherapeutic programs in both oncolo-

gy and neuroscience since 2008.   Recently, her work to optimize the safety 

profile of a blood-brain barrier crossing antibody was published in Science 

Translational Medicine.  She is also an active contributor and co-author on 

cross-industry collaborations led by the National Centre for the Replacement, 

Refinement, and Reduction of Animals in Research (NC3Rs) to minimize the 

use of animals and improve animal welfare (the 3Rs).  Prior to joining Genen-

tech, she worked as a Scientist in the Pharmacology and Toxicology group at 

Genzyme.  Jessica completed her Ph.D. in Neuroscience at the University of 

Virginia, followed by postdoctoral training in the Departments of Psychiatry 

and Neuroscience at the University of Florida.   Jessica was also named as 

Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology in 2010.  
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BTSS 2014 — Career Achievement Award 

George Treacy, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the recipient: George Treacy  

George Treacy has led a meaningful and productive career as a biologics toxicologist who has 

worked for companies such as Janssen, Centocor and DuPont Pharmaceuticals. He has con-

tributed to numerous areas of  biologics research and mentored countless researchers of the 

future. We congratulate George Treacy on a successful career!  

 

Career Highlights: 

St. John’s University, Jamaica NY, BS and MS 

1973-1975: Assistant Scientist, Toxicology Section, Du Pont Pharmaceuticals 

1975-1979: Supervisor, Laboratory Animal Facility Toxicology Section, Du Pont Pharmaceuticals  

1979-1982 Toxicology Supervisor, Laboratory Operations, Toxicology Section, Du Pont Pharmaceuticals  

1982-1984 Toxicology Supervisor, Toxicology Section, Du Pont Pharmaceuticals  

1984-1989 Research Toxicologist , Toxicology Section, Du Pont Pharmaceuticals  

1989-1992 Assistant Director, Toxicology and Preclinical Pharmacology, Centocor, Inc.  

1995-1997 Associate Director, Toxicology and Preclinical Pharmacology, Centocor, Inc.  

1997-2002 Director, Toxicology and Investigational Pharmacology, Centocor, Inc.  

2002-2005 Senior Director, Toxicology and Investigational Pharmacology, Centocor, Inc.  

2005-2009 Vice President, Toxicology and Investigational Pharmacology, Centocor R&D, Inc. 

2009-present Vice President, Biologics Toxicology, Janssen Research and Development, LLC, Radnor, PA   
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BTSS 2014—Distinguished Guest Speaker 

Dr. Stuart Lindsay, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Single Molecule Proteomics on a Chip" 

Director of the Center for Single Molecule Biophysics in the Biodesign Institute,  

Arizona State University 

Regent’s Professor and Nadine and Edward Carson professor of physics and chemistry 

About the speaker: Stuart Lindsay is Director of the Center for Single Molecule Biophysics 

(http://www.biodesign.asu.edu/centers/smb/ ) in the Biodesign Institute at Arizona State Uni-

versity, a Regent’s Professor and Nadine and Edward Carson professor of physics and chemis-

try.  He received his B.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in physics from the University of Manchester, 

UK.  His research focuses on nano-scale biophysics (http://labs.biodesign.asu.edu/lindsay/).  

He has pioneered aspects of atomic force microscopy, particularly those related to imaging 

and chemical analysis in water.  He holds 30 US patents and was co-founder of Molecular Im-

aging (now part of Agilent Technologies) and more recently, Recognition AnalytiX. He has 

published over 200 research papers (h=63) and wrote the standard text in the field 

(Introduction to Nanoscience, Oxford University Press). He is a fellow of the American Phys-

ical Society, the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the Institute of 

Physics. His expertise is in bio-nanoscience, nanomeasurement and nanofabrication.  Current 

research interests include nanoscale chemical mapping, applications of nanoscience for sus-

tainable energy, new techniques for DNA and protein sequencing based on electron tunneling, 

and nanoscale probes of epigenetic markings and cell biochemistry. 
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BTSS NEEDS YOU: NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2014  

TIME TO GET INVOLVED!!! 

 

It takes a lot of work to make an impact within the industry and our organization. We need YOU to get in-

volved and help sustain the momentum of this unique specialty section.  There are lots of ways to get in-

volved. Here is a list of the committees that need your HELP. If you are interested in getting involved please 

send an email directly to the contact person with your interest. 

 

Program committee 

This committee, headed by Mary Jane Hinrichs, is responsible for the selection of endorsements for the ab-

stracts submitted for the annual meeting. In addition they are responsible for planning the speaker that we en-

gage to present at our annual meeting. If interested please contact Mary Jane Hinrichs at 

(hinrichsm@medimmune.com). 

Awards committee  

This committee, headed by Jeanine Bussiere, is responsible for the recruitment and review of nominees for 

the awards that are given by the specialty section.  This is a very active group prior to the annual meeting and 

we need as much help as possible. We give awards for Student Achievement, Postdoctoral Travel, Best Paper, 

Outstanding Young Investigator and Career Achievement.   If you are interested in helping out on this com-

mittee please email Jeanine directly with your interest (jeanine.bussiere@amgen.com).  In addition, please 

consider nominating deserving colleagues for these various awards. 

Mentoring committee 

This year we are trying to start a mentoring initiative within the BTSS. We need to start brainstorming ideas  

for this effort and would like volunteers to participate both in the organization of the initiative as well as serv-

ing as mentors as we get this moving forward. If you are interested in this please send an email with your in-

terest to Laura Andrews (laura.andrews@genzyme.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image credit: http://www.adcet.edu.au/Cats/Technology_and_Facilities/Physical_Access.chpx 
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A place for BTSS members to share their current achieve-

ments! 

Majed Al-Shaeri, a Graduate Student at Heriot-Watt University, 

Scotland, wants to share his recent publication titled 

“Potentiating Toxicological Interaction of  Single-Walled Car-

bon Nanotubes With Dissolved Metals.”    

“The present study explored the ecotoxicology of single-walled 

carbon nanotubes (SWCNTs) and their likely interaction with 

dissolved metals, with a focus on the effect of in vivo exposure 

in marine mussels.” Access the full text of this article at  

http://markhartl.sls.hw.ac.uk/Al-

Shaeri%20et%20al%20(2013).pdf  

Profile of Majed Al-Shaeri- 

http://toxchange.toxicology.org/p/us/my/uid=8163 

BTSS Financials  
Balance at End of 2013 (12/07/13): $21, 319 

BTSS Membership 

http://markhartl.sls.hw.ac.uk/Al-Shaeri%20et%20al%20%282013%29.pdf
http://markhartl.sls.hw.ac.uk/Al-Shaeri%20et%20al%20%282013%29.pdf

