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ETHICAL, LEGAL, FORENSIC, AND 
SOCIETAL ISSUES (ELFSI)  

Specialty Section Newsletter

Summer 2018

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dear ELFSI Members, 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone 
doing well now that summer is finally 
here. So far, 2018 is turning out to be an 
eventful year for the toxicology and 
scientific community. Record numbers 
of scientists are running for political 
office in 2018 to promote the use of 
science in policy decisions and ensure 
adequate funding. Developments at the 
federal level have engaged scientists at 
all levels; implementation of the final 
TSCA modernization rules, the use of 
science in regulation, and addressing 
the opioid crisis have challenged 
scientists and policy makers alike to 
examine the social and ethical 
implications of their actions. There is 
an enormous need for the expertise 
toxicologists can bring to the table and 
I encourage ELFSI members to engage 
and contribute to the dialogue.  

ELFSI welcomes new and familiar faces 
to the ELFSI leadership. Tamara R. 
House-Knight, the former Secretary/ 
Treasurer for ELFSI, is now Vice 
President-Elect. Herman Gibb was 
elected Secretary/Treasurer and Donald 
Fox is ELFSI’s new Councilor. ELFSI 
also welcomes our new Postdoctoral 
Representative, Nikaeta Sadekar. All of 
our officers have been active in ELFSI 
and are dedicated to its mission and 
members. It is great to have them on 
the ELFSI leadership team.  

A big thanks to all who developed 
and submitted proposals to ELFSI to 
review for the SOT Annual Meeting. I 
am pleased to announce the ELFSI 
endorsed Education-Career 
Development session: Tips for 
Improving Scientific Communication 
with a General Audience and the 
Workshop session: Data for Chemical 
Evaluations: Secret or Otherwise were 
accepted for the 2019 SOT Annual 
Meeting.  I am really looking forward 
to attending these sessions and more 
information will be provided as we 
get closer to the Annual Meeting.  

As always, we would like to thank all 
of you for your contributions 
throughout the year. We are looking 
forward to increased engagement and 
activity within the SOT community. 
We always welcome new volunteers 
and ideas. Please send any ideas or 
thoughts to John Norman or any other 
ELFSI leadership member.  

John Norman 

President
Ethical, Legal, Forensics, Societal 
Issues Specialty Section 
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FORENSIC TOXICOLOGY JOINS ELSI 
Donald A. Fox, PhD, ATS Fellow, ARVO Fellow 
Robson Forensic   

Results from toxicological research 
that are applicable to the forensic 
sciences are widely used in 
administrative, governmental, 
legal, societal/social issue, and civil 
and criminal court proceedings. 
Forensic toxicology is the use of 
toxicology and other disciplines 
such as analytical chemistry, 
pharmacology and clinical 
chemistry to aid medical or legal 
investigation of death, poisoning, 
and drug use. The primary concern 
for forensic toxicology is not the 
legal outcome of the toxicological 
investigation or the technology 
utilized, but rather the obtainment 
and interpretation of results. 

A forensic toxicologist must 
consider the context of an 
investigation, in particular any 
physical symptoms recorded, and 
any evidence collected at a crime 
scene that may narrow the search, 
such as pill bottles, powders, trace 
residue, and any available 
chemicals. Moreover, the 
concentration of chemicals, drugs 
and/or toxicants in various body 
compartments – either 
antemortem or postmortem – 
must be determined. 

Provided with this information, the 
forensic toxicologist must 
determine which substances/ 
chemicals are present, in what 
concentrations, the duration of 
exposure and the probable effect of 
those chemicals on the overall 
behavior, physiology, sensory-
motor functions, cognition, 
judgment, etc. on that person. 

By adding Forensic Toxicology to 
ELSI, we believe that we have 
expanded and strengthened the 
discussion and execution of all 
these aspects. The inclusion of 
forensic toxicology should be of 
interest to all toxicologists 
concerned about the broader 
impact of forensics-related research 
on bioethical and societal decision-
making. The addition of general 
and specific causation as they relate 
to ethical, legal, forensic and social 
issues will enhance the accessibility, 
impact and understanding of these 
integrated areas of toxicology. 
Finally, we expect to become a 
more visible source of expertise 
within SOT in these complimentary 
areas of toxicology. 

“By adding Forensic 
Toxicology to ELSI 
we believe that we 

have expanded and 
strengthened the 

discussion” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toxicology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Analytical_chemistry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharmacology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinical_chemistry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinical_chemistry
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2018 SOT ELFSI Luncheon Highlights 
Judith T. Zelikoff, PhD 
NYU School of Medicine 

The 2018 ELFSI SOT luncheon was a huge success 
due (at least partly) to the expansion of the Specialty 
Section to include the scientific area of forensic 
toxicology. The luncheon meeting was attended by 
about 45 people. Since our reconfiguration from ELSI 
to ELFSI, the membership has increased by greater 
than 30%. To welcome our new members, the 
luncheon topic was forensics and the guest speaker 
was a long-time SOT member, Dr. Michael McCabe 
from Robison Forensics. Dr. McCabe’s presentation 
concerning the science of forensics was not only 
informative, but served to ignite the membership 
leading to extensive audience engagement that went 
on even after all the food was gone!  

During the business portion of the meeting, a new 
Program sub-committee was introduced whose 
mission it would be to review and rank sessions for 
presentation and selection by the SOT Program 
Committee. In addition, the new officers were 
welcomed and the student and postdoc awards were 
given out to two very-deserving recipients. The last 
order of business prior to Dr. McCabe’s exciting lecture 
was encouragement for our members to become more 
involved by such things as proposing and hosting 
webinars, contributing to the newsletter, and 
organizing new activities.  

2018 ELFSI Awards  
Congratulations to our 
award recipients! 

The ELFSI Postdoctoral Award was awarded to 
Kristal Rychlik for her abstract titled: 

“Prenatal and Early Life Exposure to Arsenic: Effects 
on Tuberculosis Pathogenesis.” 

The ELFSI Student Award was awarded to 
Katrina Jew for her abstract titled: 

“Ultrafine particulate matter air pollution affects 
reference memory and learning independent of 

Alzheimer’s disease background.” 
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PLANS AND OUTREACH 

As we build our annual program we encourage 
participation from ELFSI membership.  As our 
membership grows, so too will the needs for sub-
committees and assistance with our common goals. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please let us know 
via email: mary.a.popovech@exxonmobil.com 

The Ethical, Legal, Forensic, and Societal Issues 
Specialty Section will be of interest to toxicologists 
concerned about the broader impact of our research 
on bioethical and societal decision-making, as well as, 
the conduct and application of toxicology based 
research.  Our Specialty Section provides a forum in 
which to discuss research integrity, conduct of 
research with animals and humans, and the ethical, 
legal, and social implications of results from our 
science. 

First and foremost, our goals as a Specialty Section of 
the SOT are to: 

• Explore the contributions and implications of
toxicological based research on bioethical
thinking, public policy and forensics.

• Serve as the focal point for interaction of
members of the Society of Toxicology
interested in ethical, legal, forensic and social
issues related to toxicology.

• Develop, propose, and conduct programs that
emphasize the latest developments in ethical,
legal, forensic, and social issues related to
toxicology.

• Act as a resource for SOT in the area of the
ethical, legal, forensic, and social issues
related to the science of toxicology.

You may find more detailed information on the ELSI 
Specialty Section website, including information on 
meetings, newsletters, awards, governance, 
educational outreach, and more: 
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/ss/elsi/index.asp 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

New ELFSI Student and Postdoc 
Awards are available on the SOT website!             

Please be sure to review the eligibility 
criteria and begin to prepare your 

applications. The new deadline for 
application submissions is January 7th! 

We are developing a webinar panel 
focused on improving scientific 

communication, from the perspective 
of non-scientists. Additional details will 

be provided via email! 

mailto:mary.a.popovech@exxonmobil.com
https://www.toxicology.org/groups/ss/elsi/index.asp
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Newsletter Submissions 

If there are items that you would like to have 
included in the next newsletter, please send 

them to Marusia Popovech 
(mary.a.popovech@exxonmobil.com). 

Executive Board 2018-2019 

John Norman 
President 

Marusia Popovech 
Vice President 

Tamara R. House-
Knight 

Vice President-Elect 

Herman Gibb 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Judith T. Zelikoff 
Past President and 

Councilor 

Donald A. Fox 
Councilor 

Linda G. Roberts 
Councilor 

Nikaeta Sadekar 
Postdoctoral 

Representative 

Trudi Denoon 
Graduate 
Student 

Representative 
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