
SOT ELSI end of 2012 Report 

 

2011-2012 was an exciting year for the Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues specialty section.  We had a lively 
discussion on our focus and future interest.  Our officers have reviewed our mission and vision 
statements, and we will be forwarding some suggested changes soon to Council and the wider team.  
We were also happy to see the Issue State on the Gulf Oil Spill posted on the Society of Toxicology 
External Website.  Some members of the Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues specialty section were directly 
involved in the ad-hoc committee that was appointed by the SOT council to develop and finalize the 
statement. 

We had a successful reception at SOT 2012 in San Franciso with Peter Barton Hutt, former Chief Counsel 
of the FDA,  speaking, we had approximately 35  attend with a lively discussion and dialogue following.  
We also recognized and were happy to offer outstanding Student awards to Eric Beier of the University 
of Rochester, and Smitha Krishnan, runner up from the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.   
We said farewell to outgoing officers Phil Wexler, our Past President and our Councilors Don Korte and 
Robert MacPhail, Councilor.  We welcomed in our new vice-president elect Paul Zigas, and new 
councilors Raymond Singer and Lynne Haber.  Cindy Hoorn has been re-elected to the Treasurer 
position.  Sol Bobst is our President this year and John Norman is our Past President. 

We are looking forward to a successful 2012-2013 year, with an approved webinar on Pesticides and 
Pollinator health, coming in October, with other webinar ideas being planned for the wider Society of 
Toxicology audience.  We also have an ELSI sponsored roundtable for SOT 2013 titled “Skeptically 
Examining the Limits of Toxicology Evidence in the Courtroom.”   We are thankful for all the 
wonderful contributions made by members of the ELSI specialty section, and look forward to a great 
year! 
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