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Call for New Officers

We are looking for officer nominations for Vice-President Elect, Student Representative, Post-Doc Representative and 2008-2010 Councilor.  If you would like to nominate either yourself or someone else, contact Tom McHugh, at temchugh@gsi-net.com.  Serving as a Specialty Section Officer is a great way to become more involved with SOT, and does not require a big time commitment.
ELSI Student/Post-Doc Awards
This award is intended to encourage students and post-docs to consider the underlying ethical, legal and social issues relevant to their research.  Recipients will receive a $500 cash award, a plaque of recognition and a Taylor and Francis gift certificate.  The application process entails submitting the abstract for the poster or presentation, a brief statement discussing the ethical, legal and/or social issues of the presentation, and a letter of support from the applicant’s advisor.  The application deadline is February 1, 2008.  Additional information on principles and criteria are available from the SOT web site (http://www.toxicology.org/AI/AF/awards.aspx).  Choose the “Ethical, Legal, Social Issues Student Award” from the awards drop-down list at the bottom of the page.  

We urge students and post-docs to consider applying for this very generous award. ELSI membership is not required to receive this award, so please encourage other students and post-docs to apply for this award. For additional information contact: Tom Lewandowski (tlewandowski@gradientcorp.com). 
SOT 2008 Meeting – Mark your calendar!
ELSI Reception – Monday March 18th 6:00pm – JOIN US

Please join us at the ELSI reception.  This year we hope to have a speaker at the reception.  An invitation has been extended to Wylie Burke, Chair of the Medical History and Ethics Department at the University of Washington.  Stay tuned for further developments on this front.  

There are also rumors that the popular and widely acclaimed “GOT ETHICS” mugs, which were received last year with rave reviews, may be making a repeat appearance at this year’s ELSI reception.  These stylish and attractive mugs are a sure way to impress your friends and family and will make you the envy of your co-workers at the office.  
SOT 2008 Roundtable - Wednesday, March 19, 7:30-8:50 A.M.
Reconciling Scientific and Ethical Concerns in the Use of Animals for Toxicological Research 
Co-Chairs: Tom Lewandowski, CUNY – Brooklyn; and  Tracie Bunton, Eicarte
This roundtable will explore the tension between scientific necessity and ethical concerns regarding the use of animals in toxicological research, and includes a great lineup of speakers, including Mel Andersen of the Hammner Institutes for Health Sciences, Thomas Hartung of the European Commission Joint Research Centre, Joanne Zurlo of the National Academies, Alan Goldberg of Johns Hopkins University, Lynnda Reid of the FDA, and Lauren Zeise of the California EPA.
ELSI at SOT 2009
It is not too early to be thinking about sessions for 2009, including roundtables, workshops and symposia. Although the deadline for submissions is not until April 2009, there is not much time after the annual meeting to line up speakers.  If you would like to organize a session, you can follow the on-line submission process.  Or, if you have an idea and would like help organizing the session, you can contact Mara Seeley (mseeley@eheinc.com).

ELSI Current Events
EPA's National Exposure Research Laboratory (NERL) has drafted a document entitled “Scientific and Ethical approaches for Observational Exposure Studies”. Observational studies provide important information that improves EPA’s understanding of human exposures.  Yet, such studies are complex and raise numerous ethical issues. The purpose of the document is to ensure that EPA’s research is based on the most current science from studies conducted using the highest ethical standards.  The draft document (http://www.epa.gov/nerl/sots/SEAOES-review-draft.pdf) identifies key scientific and ethical issues and provides information and resources to assist researchers as they plan and implement observational exposure studies.  Background and other information are available at http://www.epa.gov/nerl/sots/.
Newsletter Submissions

If you have items that you would like to include in the next newsletter, please send them to Mara Seeley (mseeley@eheinc.com).

Current Officers: 2007-2008

Past President - Jacques Maurissen

President - Tom McHugh
Vice President: Mara Seeley 

Vice-President Elect: Melinda J. Pomeroy-Black 

Secretary-Treasurer: Lawrence Masten
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