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Call for New Officers

With the ballot deadline fast approaching (December 21st!) we are actively looking for officers for 2009-2010.  Nominations are being accepted for Vice-President Elect, Secretary/Treasurer, Post-Doc Representative, and 2009-2011 Councilor.  If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else (with or without their knowledge!), contact Mara Seeley (mseeley@gradientcorp.com).  Serving as a Specialty Section Officer is a great way to become involved with SOT and does not require a big time commitment.  We promise.
Student and Post-Doc Awards

These awards are intended to encourage students and post-docs to consider the underlying ethical, legal and social issues relevant to their research.  Any current Pre- or Post-Doctoral student giving a poster or platform presentation at the Annual Meeting is eligible to compete for the awards (ELSI membership is not required).  Recipients receive a $500 cash award, a plaque of recognition and a Taylor and Francis gift certificate.  Submission requirements include a copy of the presentation abstract submitted to SOT, a statement discussing the ethical, legal and/or social issues of the presentation, and a letter of support from the applicant’s advisor.  The application deadline is January 15, 2009.  Additional information on principles and criteria are available from the SOT web site (http://www.toxicology.org/AI/AF/awards.aspx).  Choose the “Ethical, Legal, Social Issues Student Award” from the awards drop-down list at the bottom of the page.  

ELSI membership is not required to receive this award. For additional information contact: Melinda Pomeroy-Black (mblack@lagrange.edu).
SOT 2009 Meeting – Mark Your Calendar!
March 15-19, 2009 – Baltimore, MD

ELSI Reception –Tuesday March 17th 6:00 – 7:30 pm

This year we are very excited that David Michaels has agreed to speak at our reception.  Dr. Michaels is an epidemiologist, professor at George Washington University's School of Public Health and Health Services, and director of the Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy.  He is also the author of the book "Doubt is Their Product: How Industry's Assault on Science Threatens Your Health"  We hope you can join us at the reception!
Endorsed and Sponsored Sessions  

Topics in Ethics: Conflict of Interest—Real or Imagined?—PBDEs as a Case Study (Sunrise Session)
Chairpersons: Steven G. Gilbert, Institute of Neurotoxicology & Neurological Disorders, Seattle, WA and Philip Wexler, National Library of Medicine, Bethesda, MD
Most toxicologists will confront an array of issues beyond the strictly scientific ones they have trained for, ranging across topics such as animals in research, human subject research, investigational and reporting bias, and conflict of interest concerns. Toxicologists, therefore, need to be braced for an array of ethical, legal, and social challenges, and to learn how to sensibly address allegations of conflict of interest or bias while practicing their science. This course will examine, through a case study related to polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs), the consequences of alleging conflict of interest or bias. The incident highlights the challenge of a scientist holding a scientifically credible opinion about an issue prior to review by an expert panel (on which he/she is serving) assigned to assess the same issue. Under what circumstance does a position become a conflict of interest or bias? Course time will be provided for a discussion of conflict of interest and an examination of related incidents.
Peer Review of Toxicology, Exposure and Risk Data: Ensuring the Best Science (Informational Session)
Chairperson: Philip Wexler, National Institutes of Health

This session will present examples of the scientific peer review process within the context of online databases and publications focusing on the toxicity and risk assessment of chemicals. Issues such as panel selection, impartiality and conflicts of interest, funding, transparency in the conduct of meetings, procedure for reaching consensus, opposing views, and public involvement will be discussed. With an increasing insistence that the regulatory framework be supported by the best science, this session will delve into ways of reaching consensus and credible decisions on chemical toxicity and human health. 

A Quarter of a Century (1984–2009) Since the Bhopal Disaster: Lessons Learned (Historical Highlights Session)
Chairperson: Rosalie Bertell, Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart, Yardley, PA
This session will discuss the 1984 Bhopal disaster, which is widely regarded as a watershed event in the field of process-safety, and has been largely responsible for a paradigm shift in the outlook of industry and public towards risk management within the processing industry. As a direct result of the Bhopal incident, industrialized countries enacted far-reaching environmental legislation forcing corporations to implement comprehensive environment, health and safety management programs to comply with the burgeoning set of rules. The message from the disaster is how safety is not a choice to be made but a fundamental principle that should drive every decision.
Current Officers: 2008-2009

President – Mara Seeley, Gradient Corporation

Vice-President – Melinda Pomeroy-Black, LaGrange College
Vice-President Elect – Philip Wexler, National Institutes of Health

Past President – Thomas McHugh, GSI Environmental, Inc.

Secretary/Treasurer – Lawrence Masten, Toxicology Consultant
Councilors – Michelle Catlin (2007-2009), USDA 


          William Frez (2008-2010), Arcadis            

Student Representative: Daniel Hochman, University of Texas, Galveston
Newsletter Submissions

If you have items that you would like to have included in the next newsletter, please send them to Melinda Pomeroy-Black (mblack@lagrange.edu).
