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What’s ELSI all about

The Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues (ELSI) Specialty Section provides you with a forum to discuss the ethical implications of results from our science as well as the resulting legal and social implications. In addition, this Specialty Section serves as a forum for discussing issues related to research integrity and the conduct of research with animals and humans. We welcome all SOT members to join in discussing the many ethical aspects of our work.

The Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues Specialty Section will be of interest to SOT students and members concerned about the broader impact of our research on bioethical and societal decision-making as well as the conduct and application of toxicology based research.

Specific objectives of the Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues Specialty Section can be found on the SOT web site. (http://www.toxicology.org/isot/ss/specsection.asp#ETHICAL) 
Send this newsletter to a friend and ask them to join the ELSI SS.  We need more members!!!!

Officers: 2004-2005

President - Steven G. Gilbert, INND

President-elect - Jacques Maurissen, The Dow Chemical Company

Secretary/Treasurer - Spencer R. Mortensen, Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc

Councilors - Bernard Weiss, University of Rochester 



Bruce Kelman, Veritox 


Tom McHugh, Groundwater Service, Inc.

Student: Darin N Sujjavanich, The Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University

We need new officers  - nominate yourself or others!!!
Highlights From 2005
An ELSI SS reception and meeting was held at the 2005 Annual SOT meeting.  Turn out was low because of the many other simultaneous SS meetings.  We discussed holding a short business only meetings without a reception to discuss futures programs other concerns.

Thus in 2006 there will be no reception at the annual SOT meeting.  The ELSI funds will be used instead for student awards.

Members of the ELSI SS reviewed and commented on the SOT code ethics.

Members of the ELSI SS (Jacques Maurissen and Steven Gilbert) co-chaired a session on conflict of interest which resulted in a manuscript published in the SOT journal Toxicological Sciences.
Workshop Proceedings: Managing Conflict of Interest in Science. A Little Consensus and A Lot of Controversy

Jacques P. Maurissen, Steven G. Gilbert, Miriam Sander, Tom L. Beauchamp, Shelley Johnson, Bernard A. Schwetz, Merrill Goozner, and Craig S. Barrow

Toxicol. Sci. 2005 87: 11-14, doi: 10.1093/toxsci/kfi240

SOT 2006 Meeting
SOT 2006 – March 5-9, 2006 – San Diego
The ELSI SS is the primary sponsor of the following Sunset session:
Work shop: The Precautionary Principle – Implications and Applications

Chair: Steven G. Gilbert, PhD, DABT
Co-chair: Joel L. Mattsson, DVM, PhD
Speakers,

· Steven G. Gilbert, An Introduction to the Precautionary Principle
· Gary E. Marchant, Aspirations and Limitations of the Precautionary Principle
· Terry Collins, Green Chemistry: Developing Sustainable Alternatives to Polluting Technologies 
· Joel L. Mattsson, The Hazards of the Precautionary Principle
This promises to be an exciting session with time for discussion.

Student Awards

The purpose of the ELSI student award is to encourage consideration of the ethical, legal, and social implications of toxicologically based research.  All current Pre- or Post-Doctoral students presenting at the Annual Meeting are eligible to compete for the ELSI Student Awards (membership in ELSI SS is NOT required).  Submission requirements include the abstract plus one-page long discussion of the ELSI aspects of the research and a letter of support from the advisor outlining the student's role in the research as it relates to ELSI considerations.  Students may be contacted by the review committee for a brief discussion of the submission. 

In addition to recognition plaques for each winner, monetary prizes to be awarded for both Pre and Post-Doctoral student categories include 1st prize $500 plus a Taylor and Francis gift certificate and 2nd prize $300 plus a Taylor and Francis gift certificate.  Awards can be presented at the Specialty Section selected by the student or ELSI meeting.  

Additional information on principles and criteria are available in a separate document.  We encourage students to consider the underlying ethical, legal, and social issues relevant to their research.

For additional information contact: Steven Gilbert (sgilbert@innd.org)
Deadline: February 27, 2006

Judging: Judging will be done by volunteers from the ELSI SS.  (We need volunteers – please contact Steve Gilbert – sgilbert@innd.org).
