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Robert V. House

As the summer of 2002 draws to a close, the Immunotoxicology Specialty Section con-
tinues to grow. Although we are currently listed as the fourth-largest Specialty Section (a
statistic that I’m very proud of), we have recently learned that we must remain vigilant
to ensure that we’re fully credited for our paid members. I would like to ask that each of
you check to make sure you’re fully paid up. Moreover, if you receive a message that
your dues status is in question, please take time to make sure your status is accurate. 
Our finances are directly tied to membership, and the Executive Committee has to make
limited dollars work as efficiently as possible to provide services to the membership.

As in recent years, the Program Committee has assembled a full package of exciting
submissions. However, I want to remind all of you that these programs don’t just hap-
pen. In the past, we have depended on the membership to submit programs; this almost
always resulted in a flurry of last-minute submissions. Although such eleventh-hour sub-
missions have resulted in excellent programs, more often than not a great idea died on
the vine for lack of careful organization. For this reason, the 2004 Program Committee is
taking the novel approach of suggesting program ideas that can be further developed. Of
course, they still depend on independent submissions, so please contact Robert Luebke
or any member of the Program Committee. Any of these folks will be happy to help you
flesh out your idea into a strong submission. In particular, they would like to receive
submissions from young investigators, who can infuse the roster with fresh ideas. Please
remember that successful submissions should appeal not just to the immunotoxicology
community, but to the toxicology community at large.

A project that I am currently pursuing is the development of an Immunotoxicology
Position Paper, something of a state-of-the-art summary of where the field is, and more
importantly where we’re going. I understand that immunotoxicology has grown to the
point that such a task will be daunting; however, I believe that it’s important that 
toxicologists from other sub-disciplines have a current view of where we stand vis-à-vis
basic research, regulatory issues, and connection with toxicology in general. It is my
plan that this Position Paper will be published within the next year.

On a more prosaic level, the Executive Committee has taken steps to work more effi-
ciently, including evaluation of the various committees, and developing a Rule Book 
that should provide a measure of institutional memory, making operation of Specialty
Section consistent over time.

No proper President’s Message would be complete without a section asking for your
help in facilitating the flow of information within our Specialty Section. Please remem-
ber to make use of the website for meeting announcements, notification of employment
opportunities, and any other items of general benefit to the membership. Also, please
remember to provide updated contact information in the event that one of the employ-
ment opportunities works in your favor.

Finally, I want to thank each member for the support that has made us one of the most
active and interesting Specialty Sections in SOT.



Proposed reorganization 
of NIH Study Sections
B. Paige Lawrence and 
Robert V. House

As many of you may be aware, the
NIH has proposed a rather extensive
reorganization of integrated review
groups (IRG) and study sections. Some
of these proposed changes have been
reviewed and accepted, while others
remain open for comment. As part of
the proposed reorganization, the alco-
hol and toxicology study sections
(ALTX) would be eliminated, and toxi-
cology grants would be farmed out to a
variety of study sections. For example,
immunotoxicology grant applications
may be reviewed by study sections
under the Immunology (IMM) IRG, or
could perhaps go to a study section
which reviews grants pertaining to a
specific organ system (e.g., GI tract,
respiratory system). Upon reading the
proposed new IMM IRG (which was
open for comment until July 29, 2002),
we noticed that immunotoxicology
research was not a clear component of
any of the proposed study sections. 

In response to concern that this might
severely impact NIH funding of
immunotoxicology research, the mem-
bers of the Immunotoxicology
Specialty Section Executive Committee
sent the following letter to Dr. Carl
Nathan, Chair of the IMM IRG review
team, Dr. Robert T. Cook, outgoing
chair of the ALTX-4 study section, and
to Michael R. Martin, Director,
Division of Physiological Systems,
Center For Scientific Review.  We plan
to follow up on this letter, in the hope
that our concern and suggestions will
be incorporated into the revision of
NIH study sections.

For those interested in this process,
there are other on-going discussions
regarding the inclusion of some of the
ALTX study sections within other inte-
grated review groups.
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Carl F. Nathan, MD 
Chairman, DRGAC IMM-SSB 
Dept. of Microbiology and Immunology 
Weill Medical College 
Cornell University 
New York, NY 10021

Dear Dr. Nathan and Members of the 
Immunology IRG Review Team: 

Upon reading about the NIH reorganization of IRGs, we are concerned
about future NIH funding opportunities for immunotoxicology research and
the lack of representation of this area. Specifically, we are concerned about
where immunotoxicology research grants will fit into this new paradigm.
Although, compared to basic immunology, this is a relatively small field,
studies of the effects of chemicals on the immune system are a valid and
important area for further scientific inquiry. We see no proposed IRG or
study section into which immunotoxicology grants would clearly fit. 

The spirit of immunotoxicology research is included in the 5th study section
of the IMM IRG, which says it will include “primary and secondary
immunodeficiencies including damage from exogenous agents”. While this
terminology clearly could encompass immunotoxicology, we believe it is
important that the term immunotoxicology specifically be included in the
description of topics reviewed by this study section. We believe this is
important for the following three reasons: 

(1) so new and currently funded investigators find a home for their grants, 
(2) so the scientists who serve on this study section expect to receive
immunotoxicology grants for review, and 
(3) to insure the study section includes at least one reviewer with expertise
in immunotoxicology. 

In summary, our goal is to guarantee a place for immunotoxicology research
in this new structure of NIH IRGs. We appreciate your thoughtful attention
to our concern. 

Best regards, 
Robert V. House, Ph.D. 
President, Immunotoxicology Specialty Section 
Society of Toxicology 

and the members of the
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section Executive Committee: 

Tom Kawabata, Ph.D. (Vice President), 
Jean Regal, Ph.D (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Bob Luebke, Ph.D (Vice President elect), 
Jean Meade, Ph.D (Senior Councilor), 
Mary Jane Selgrade, Ph.D (Councilor/Past President), 
B. Paige Lawrence, Ph.D (Councilor), 
Peyton Myers (Student Representative)



Membership Committee
Report
Submitted by B. Paige Lawrence

Once again, the attendance at our
annual mixer and business meeting
indicates that our membership is grow-
ing; however our record of dues-pay-
ment reveals that many
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section
members are either not paying their
dues or, for some reason, their payment
is not being recorded by SOT.  In all
honesty, it appears to be a bit of both,
but poor record keeping by SOT is a
small part of the problem.  A larger
problem is poor compliance by our
membership. Therefore, I implore you
to please do the following:

1. On your annual SOT membership
renewal form, remember to check
the Immunotoxicology Specialty
Section box.

2. Please remember to include the
additional fees for Specialty
Section membership. SOT tells me
that many people check the box but
don’t include the extra money.
Therefore, you don’t get counted by
SOT as a bona fide member of the
Specialty Section.

3. Keep a record that you paid and/or
verify with SOT that they received
your payment and recorded it prop-
erly. 

4. Pay your dues on time. People who
pay their dues late slip through the
cracks when SOT tallies up
Specialty Section members, and we
therefore do not always get credit
for late comers.

As a reminder, student and postdoctor-
al members of SOT are permitted to
join one Specialty Section for free.
However, their mentor/sponsor must be
a member of SOT. Moreover, for stu-
dents and postdocs to join a Specialty
Section gratis, they still need to check
the appropriate Specialty Section box
on the annual dues/renewal form and
return it to SOT.  

Mentors:  please encourage your stu-
dents and postdoctoral fellows to join
SOT and check the Immunotoxicology
Specialty Section box.

SOT will be mailing out the 2003
annual membership renewal forms
this fall. Please take the time to
renew your membership in both
SOT and the Immunotoxicology
Specialty Section.
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If you have concerns or ideas, please feel free to share them with us.  If you
are moving, please send us your new email address and contact information.
The current roster for the Membership Committee and our email addresses
are as follows: 

B. Paige Lawrence (chair) bpl@wsu.edu
T. Scott Thurmond Scott.Thurmond@cfsan.fda.gov
Marsha Ward ward.marsha@epa.gov

THANK YOU
To all the Immunotoxicologists

who paid their 
Specialty Section dues.

230 strong and growing

Plea
se

pa
y your dues

R&D Systems Offers Training Workshops

R&D Systems is now offering training workshops for ELISA/ELISpot, and ELISA/mRNA
quantitation at their Minneapolis Headquarters. These 2-21/2 day workshops are designed to
provide hands-on experience in these assays including assay theory, troubleshooting tips,
and practical experience. These workshops focus on the use of kits (R&D kits, one would
suppose) and the company points out that they are not intended to teach how to construct

assays from scratch. Cost for the workshops is $650 each, which includes training, 2 nights hotel, 2 lunches, and 
2 dinners. (Price excludes air and ground transportation.). 

Dates for these workshops are:

ELISA/ELISpot
•  September 18-20, 2002 (Full)  •  February 5-7, 2003  •  May 7-9, 2003  

mRNA 
•  November 7-8, 2002

More details, course outlines, and registration forms are available at: www.rndsystems.com
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Program Committee Report
Submitted by Bob Luebke

Believe it or not, it is time to begin
thinking about the program for the
2004 SOT meeting in Baltimore. Over
the years, the Immunotoxicology
Specialty Section has been fortunate to
have a group of dedicated individuals
that could be counted on for good pro-
gram ideas. As a result, we have an
excellent record of acceptance for pro-
gram items submitted to the SOT
Program Committee, and
Immunotoxicology scientific sessions
are well attended. However, to ensure
that our program items are of interest
to the greatest number of our members
and prospective members, it is impor-
tant to maintain a flow of program
items from a wide range of the mem-
bership. This year the
Immunotoxicology Program
Committee continues the tradition of
soliciting symposia, workshops, round-
table discussion and continuing educa-
tion course ideas from the membership.
If you have an idea for a program item,
even if you are not able to chair or co-
chair the session, please send it to us
along with the names of potential
organizers or session chairs. Co-spon-
sorship of program items by other
Specialty Sections is encouraged, if
appropriate, since a wider audience
will be attracted to the session. This is
not lost on members of the national
Program Committee; the likelihood of
approval is generally higher for co-
sponsored sessions.  Please send in
your ideas early, to avoid the last

minute rush. You can send your ideas
to any member of the Program com-
mittee (see below). 

The categories include Continuing
Education, Symposia, Workshops,
Roundtable, Innovation in Applied
Toxicology and Innovation in
Toxicological Sciences. A description
of each category is available on the
SOT web site. From the SOT home-
page, click on the icon for the upcom-
ing meeting, then select Scientific
Sessions from the Scientific Program
dropdown menu.

Bob Luebke (chair) luebke.robert@epa.gov
Don Frazier donald_e_frazier@groton.pfizer.com
Dori Germolec germolec@niehs.nih.gov 
Ian Gilmour gilmour.ian@epa.gov
Ian Kimber ian.kimber@syngenta.com
Greg Ladics gregory.s.ladics@usa.dupont.com
Jean Meade bhm8@cdc.gov
MaryJane Selgrade selgrade.maryjane@epa.gov
Amber Wyman awyman@mc.rochester.edu

Regulatory Committee
Report
Submitted by Ken Hastings

Well, it’s summertime, so not much is
happening on the regulatory front.
However, there are a couple of publi-
cations of interest that have appeared
recently.  The first is a report of an
ILSI/HESI Immunotoxicology
Technical Committee Task Force
working on drug allergy:

Adkinson, N.F., Jr., Essayan, D.,
Gruchalla, R., Haggerty, H.,
Kawabata, T., Sandler, J.D.,
Updyke, L., Shear, N.H., and
Wierda, D.  (2002).  “Task Force
Report: Future Research Needs for
the Prevention and Management of
Immune-Mediated Drug
Hypersensitivity Reactions.”  
J. Allergy Clin. Immunol., 
109, S461-S478.

This paper contains an extensive
analysis of immune-mediated drug
hypersensitivity reactions and makes
numerous recommendations concern-
ing research needs.  Of particular
importance is the call for more funding
of research in drug allergy.

The second is the report of a Drug
Information Association meeting that
was held in Noordwijk, The
Netherlands, in November, 2001. This
paper is particularly important for
understanding the European Agency
for the Evaluation of Medicinal
Products/Committee for Proprietary
Medicinal Products (EMEA/CPMP)
position on the immunotoxicity evalu-
ation of new drugs:

Putman, E., Van Loveren, H.,
Bode, G., Dean, J., Hastings, K.,
Nakamura, K., Verdier, F., and Van
der Laan, J.-W.  (2002).
“Assessment of the Immunotoxic
Potential of Human
Pharmaceuticals: A Workshop
Report.”  Drug Info. J., 36, 
417-427.

Mark your calendar for the following: 

The Society of Toxicology is pleased
to announce its Continuing Concepts
in  Toxicology Workshop: Non-clinical
Safety Evaluation of Preventive
Vaccines: Recent Advances and
Regulatory Considerations. Under the
auspices of the CBER, FDA and the
SOT, this workshop will be held
December 2-3, 2002 at the Crystal
City Marriott at Reagan National
Airport, Arlington, VA with the spon-
sorship of the FDA Office of Women’s
Health.

Finally, the FDA Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research (CDER)
Guidance for Industry:
Immunotoxicology Evaluation of
Investigational New Drugs should be
appearing on the FDA website soon.
This is the final version. (I know:
we’ve heard this before. Really, this
time it’s going to happen).

The 2002-2003 Program Committee members are:



Communications
Committee Report
Submitted by Peyton Myers

Work is already underway to get the
next directory for the
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section
ready for 2003. We are attempting to
clarify who is, or is not, an
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section
member before querying the member-
ship for updates/changes to their direc-
tory information. Once we clarify the
correct membership, we will begin the
process of updating everyone’s directo-
ry information. Also, the next
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section
directory will not be in bound format
as the previous versions (i.e., a hard
copy). This version will be an electron-
ic directory in a PDF format (the same
format as this newsletter). This should
cut costs on many fronts for both indi-
vidual members and the
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section.

Several updates have been made to the
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section
webpage. Since the last update, we
have had one more job posting for an
immunotoxicologist.  If anyone has
any job offerings, please forward them
to LMyers@LSUHSC.edu in order to
get them posted to the website.  Also, a
change has been made to the website.
We now have a link for Important
Announcements which are pertinent to
the Immunotoxicology Specialty
Section. Please check the website for
updated announcements.

http://www.toxicology.org/
MemberServices/SpecSection/
immunotox/Index.html

Meeting Report
Andrij Holian

The Center for Environmental Health
Sciences Conference, entitled “New
Directions and Needs in Asbestos
Research”, was held at the University
of Montana-Missoula on June 24 and
25, 2002. The mission of the confer-
ence was to bring together internation-
al experts to identify new investigative
avenues that will allow the research
needs of emerging asbestos-exposed
populations to be addressed. A serious
health situation was identified due to
the exposure of Libby, Montana resi-
dents to asbestos-contaminated ver-
miculite mined and processed in the
local area from 1923 to 1990. While
these exposures have primarily affect-
ed residents of Libby, exposures have
also occurred in a much larger com-
munity through the worldwide distri-
bution of the contaminated vermicu-
lite. With the identification of
asbestos-related diseases (ARD) in
inhabitants of areas around the vermic-
ulite expansion plant in Minneapolis,
as well as in vermiculite workers from
Ohio and California, the potential
national impact of asbestos-contami-
nated vermiculite exposure is becom-
ing more evident.

Session summaries
The theme of the first session was
asbestos exposure effects on human

health, using Libby, Montana as an
example. The message of the session
was that the health effects from years
of continuous asbestos exposure in
Libby are still being uncovered, and
that the disease course as a result of
these exposures is different in many
ways from previously described ARD.
These differences may be in part due
to the qualitatively different fibers, and
the high number of short and thin
fibers, as well as the extensive expo-
sures in the Libby valley. In his
keynote address, Dr. Henry Falk sug-
gested that researchers view the 15-30
years between diagnosis and disease
progression as a “window of opportu-
nity” for the development of therapeu-
tic interventions.

Discussion of chronic disease develop-
ment mechanisms began with a pres-
entation on the damage induced by
iron-derived free radicals. It was
demonstrated that the mitochondrial
death pathway regulated asbestos-
induced apoptosis, mediated in part by
iron-derived reactive oxygen species.
In addition, studies indicated that cro-
cidolite-induced DNA damage was
dependent upon the release of iron
from the fibers and production of NO
by the inducible form of nitric oxide
synthase (NOS-2). Additional studies

New Directions and Needs in Asbestos Research
Conference organizers:  Andrij Holian and Elizabeth Putnam

University of Montana-Missoula
June 24-25, 2002

chrysotile amosite crocidolite
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®2002 University of Maryland. This picture is reproduced and distributed with the permission of the University of Maryland.

Asbestos minerals which have been used commercially.
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suggested that the induction of NOS-2
resulted from activation of signaling
pathways caused by a change in the
intracellular redox environment due to
a decrease in glutathione and the pres-
ence of iron from asbestos fibers.
These mechanisms may be important
in the induction of both pulmonary
fibrosis and cancer.

It has long been demonstrated that
short fibers are generally non-patho-
genic, while long fibers can cause
“frustrated phagocytosis”. Data were
presented demonstrating that TNFα
was induced to a much greater extent
by long fibers than by shorter ones.
Longer fibers also induced NFκB to
bind to DNA much more readily than
short fibers, and long fibers increased
phosphorylation of MAP kinase p38
and ERK. Thus fiber length played an
important role in the potential patho-
genicity of fibrous particles with
effects magnified when fibers were too
long to be completely phagocytized. 

The role of immune mechanisms in the
development of ARD was investigated
in both humans and animal models.
The roles of the alveolar macrophage
in antigen presentation and thus the
chronic stimulation of the Th2 pathway
were examined. All forms of asbestos
tested caused alveolar macrophage
apoptosis and necrosis as well as lung
fibrosis in mice. An examination of
autoimmune disease indices in
asbestos-exposed Libby volunteers
indicated that there was a significant
increase in these parameters in the
Libby cohort compared to an age and
sex-matched cohort. These results sug-
gested that further assessment of
autoimmune responses in this cohort
was warranted.

With more evidence accumulating to
indicate the involvement of growth
factors in ARD, model systems have
become important tools for these
investigations. Studies demonstrating
the utility of genetically manipulated

mice as model systems for the analysis
of asbestos response pathways were
presented.

The second keynote address, by Dr.
Kenneth Olden, presented the use of
genomics as a research tool for studies
of many environmentally caused dis-
eases. Genomics has the potential for
great impact on the development of
new and more informative test sys-
tems, and thus, the application of toxi-
cogenomics allows hypothesis-driven
research to develop. In this session,
data were presented on the contribution
of genetic variation to ARD develop-
ment in humans. The importance of
exposure data was emphasized.
Microarray analysis of mesothelioma
cell line RNA demonstrated differen-
tially expressed genes implicating
potential new pathways of investiga-
tion. Microarray analysis of lung RNA
from asbestos-exposed mice demon-
strated specific gene expression signa-
tures for individual fiber types, sug-
gesting the potential for using biologi-
cal methods to type fibers by toxic sig-
natures, as contrasted to purely miner-
alogical means of classification.

Recommendations
The consensus of the participants was
that asbestos research had been some-
what neglected in the last twenty years:
previous studies had not been repeated
with new analytical and toxicological
methods. Because of ongoing asbestos
exposures at many sites, including the
natural outcroppings of tremolite
asbestos in California, ARD will con-
tinue to be a national health issue. The
development of better diagnostic meth-
ods, a more thorough delineation of the
natural history of ARD, and an under-
standing of the cellular and molecular
mechanisms of disease development
are all necessary for the development
of effective therapeutics to prevent dis-
ease progression. Achieving these
goals will require the allocation of
additional money to support ongoing
research as well as to recruit new

researchers from broad disciplines. In
addition, the contribution of the
exposed community to the research
effort cannot be ignored. Education of
the community and transmission of
newly gained information has to
remain a priority. Because of the pro-
liferation in the use of fibrous material,
both natural and manmade, the infor-
mation gained by these studies may
have much broader implications for
patient care than being limited to
asbestos-exposed patients.

The panel discussions raised questions
of the validity of exposure estimates,
and the difficulty in extrapolating from
animal model studies to human studies.
The animal models, while not perfect,
remain an important tool in the dissec-
tion of asbestos exposure pathways.
These animal models need to be vali-
dated with data from human studies.
The development of specific biological
indices may prove to be a more accu-
rate estimate of exposure than the
attempt to reconstruct exposures that
occurred in the past. The importance of
including significant numbers of indi-
viduals in a cohort was also empha-
sized. Discussion of the utility of hav-
ing “pure” forms of asbestos for these
experiments brought up the point that
human exposures tend to occur by
“dirty” mixtures. The value of having
standardized samples with which to
work in the laboratory was endorsed
by all of the participants.
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Meeting Announcements
September 2002
Chemical Mixtures
The Society of Toxicology is co-spon-
soring the International Conference on
Chemical Mixtures 2002 (ICCM
2002), which is scheduled for
September 10-12, 2002 at the Crowne
Plaza Ravinia Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia.
The meeting is sponsored by the
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR), with co-
sponsorship from the National Institute
for Environmental Health Science
(NIEHS), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA),
Health Council of the Netherlands
(Gr), National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), and the International Joint
Commission (IJC), as well as the SOT. 

The conference will include plenary
sessions, breakout sessions, and poster
papers that focus on mixtures research,
mixtures health risk assessment, and
computational methodologies. For
more information visit the conference
web page at http://www.erg.com/iccm.

December 2002
Safety Evaluation of Vaccines
Workshop on Non-clinical Safety
Evaluation of Preventive Vaccines:
Recent Advances and Regulatory
Considerations. Under the auspices of
the CBER, FDA and the SOT, this
workshop will be held at the Crystal
City Marriott at Reagan National
Airport, Arlington, VA with the spon-
sorship of the FDA Office of Women’s
Health. 

The objective of this meeting is to
determine the most appropriate non-
clinical methods for vaccine safety
testing of investigational new vaccine
products. Specifically, discussion will
be focused on issues concerning
methodologies that can be used to
determine the potential adverse effects
of new vaccines and adjuvants, appro-
priate animal models for these evalua-
tions, and the utility of these data for

the design and conduct of clinical tri-
als. In addition, the meeting will offer
an opportunity for participants to dis-
cuss potential approaches to develop-
mental toxicity studies as addressed in
the new guidance on reproductive 
toxicity evaluation of vaccines
www.fda.gov/cber/vaccine/vacpubs.htm

This will be an interactive seminar
intended for experts in the area of vac-
cines and preclinical development
especially from the disciplines of
Regulatory evaluation, Toxicology and
Immunology. Due to the space limita-
tions at the seminar facility and the
meeting format, registrations will be
limited to 150 participants and will be
processed as received, with considera-
tion given to the number of representa-
tives per company.

For more information: 
http://www.toxicology.org/
MemberServices/Meetings/
cct-vaccines.html

November 2003
Chemical Allergy:  Models and
Mechanisms
ITCASS is organizing its meeting in
Paris on November 8th and 9th 2003.
The topic will be “chemical allergy:
models and mechanisms” as usual. The
program is based on the presentations
sent by members or people who want
to attend, so as to keep the meeting in
an informal setting. If you need more
information contact: Marc Pallardy,
INSERM U461, Faculté de Pharmacie
Paris XI, rue JB Clément, 92296
Châtenay-Malabry, France 

e-mail: marc.pallardy@cep.u-psud.fr
fax:  00-33-1-46 83 54 96

Submitted by Bob Luebke

The National Center for
Environmental Research, part of
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Office of Research and
Development, provides a list and
description of open and upcoming
grant RFAs on their web
site(http://es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/).
There are 4 solicitations per year,
in January, April, August and
October. The site provides access
to archives of previously funded
grants, final reports, and progress
reports from current grants.  It is
possible to sign up for email
updates on current grants, and to
personalize the page to reflect your
interests. One caveat: when this
piece was written in early August,
several upcoming RFAs on the
page were listed as opening in
August of 2002, and one in July of
2002, but no link was available for
more information. These include: 

Opens July 2002
•  Exploratory/Futures Research  
Opens August 2002
•  Aggregate and Cumulative Risk

Assessment for Pesticides  
•  Drinking Water (microbial and

chemical) 
•  NAAQS Implementation

Research 
•  Novel Analysis of Data on

Human Exposure to Toxic
Chemicals in the Environment 

Opens October 2002
•  Feasibility of Using Human

Health and Exposure
Information to Evaluate
Environmental Decision-
Making  

According to the NCER office,
final details are still being worked
out and October is a more likely
opening date for all of the above.
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Coming:  Fall 2003
Encyclopedic Reference of Immunotoxicology 

Submitted by H.-W. Vohr

A year ago I was asked by Springer-Verlag to edit a book about
immunotoxicology. The book is intended to fit into a new collec-
tion of comprehensive encyclopedic reference books that will pro-
vide rapid and selective information about the fast-growing and
complex field of immunotoxicology. The objective of this publica-
tion is not to replace textbooks on immunology, but rather to pro-
vide a useful complement to the textbooks. Entries will consist of
short keynotes as well as in-depth essays. The simple A-Z format
will provide easy access to relevant information in the field of
immunotoxicology. Extensive cross-references between keywords
and related articles will enable efficient searches in a user-friendly
manner. Outstanding colleagues have joined the Editorial Board,
i.e. J. Dean, M. Holsapple, R. House, M. I. Luster, P. Ulrich, H.
Van Loveren, and K. L. White Jr., and will help to make this proj-
ect a success. 

For many years, discussions centered around identifying a battery
of tests which would easily and reliably identify the immunotoxic
potential of a substance. Requirements became more specific only
after extensive experience was gained by some industrial laborato-
ries as well as through national and international collaborative
studies on immunotoxicity. The first guidelines with the title
“Immunotoxicity” were enforced by the American Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) in 1998. The “Encyclopedic Reference
of Immuntoxicology” also considers the relevant regulatory
requirements.

Of course, immunotoxicology covers not only knowledge of the
basic immuntoxic methods required by the guidelines or basic
mechanisms of immunotoxic action, but also application of this
basic information for human health. This is why plausible, well-
founded risk assessment, based on both the full toxicology profile
of a substance and the benefits for the patient and consumer is also
just as much a part of this field. “Encyclopedic Reference of
Immunotoxicology” is thus aimed not only at scientists, clinicians
or project managers who are involved with immunotoxicology in
some way but also at lecturers, students and the well-informed
lay-person.

Publication of the “Encyclopedic Reference of
Immunotoxicology” is planned for autumn 2003. You are invited
to have a first look at this project on the Internet: 

http://encref.springer.de/itox/

Students and Postdocs for    
Immunotoxicology

If anyone has new students or post
docs that were not active in the
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section
last year, please email Peyton at
LMyers@LSUHSC.edu with his/her
name and address.  This will help
update the list of active students and
post docs who are interested in activ-
ities for the SOT annual meeting in
Salt Lake City.

Employment Opportunity

Immunotoxicologist:  US Army CHPPM
US Army Center for Health Promotion
and Preventive Medicine is looking for
a Ph.D. with experience in immunotox-
icology. Job duties will include setting
up a panel of immunotoxicity screen-
ing assays, as well as consultations on
human health issues. Background in
immunology, toxicology and biochem-
istry required.  For further information
contact:
Dr. Michael Major
Health Effects Research Program
US Army CHPPM
michael.major@apg.amedd.army.mil
410-436-7159

Deadlines for Awards Nominations
Consider submitting a nomination.

November 29, 2002
• Career Achievement
• Best SOT Journal Paper of the Year
• Outstanding Young 

Immunotoxicologist

February 7, 2003
• Best Presentations by a Student and 

by a Post-doctoral Trainee

Watch for more details in the November
Newsletter
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Since I contributed a chapter, it would be unethical in
the extreme for me to write a review of this excellent
book. Instead, I have provided verbatim a copy of
Academic Press’ announcement:

“A comprehensive treatise on new developments in
biotechnology, the authors of Biotechnology and
Safety Assessment, 3e, bring readers an up-to-date
review of food safety issues, pre-clinical safety and
development of new foods and drugs, plant biotech-
nology, food allergies and safety assessment, and con-
sumer benefits with regard to genetically modified
food. 

Tomorrow’s foods will be obtained from genetically
modified crops, offering consumers higher nutritional
value and more of it. Our medications will be obtained
through a variety of biotechnological procedures
yielding more potent and specific medications for dis-
eases and vaccines. In order to make this view of the
future come to light, John A. Thomas and Roy L.
Fuchs have updated their classic in order to keep
readers one step ahead. Written by internationally rec-
ognized molecular biologists, plant agronomists,
microbiologists, toxicologists, nutritionists, and regu-
latory authorities, this third edition is an excellent and
authoritative resource, making it a valuable resource
to any biomedical library or scientific bookshelf.” 

In comparison to previous editions, the third edition of
Biotechnology and Safety Assessment concentrates
rather heavily on biotech-derived plants, making it a
good resource for anyone interested in learning more
about genetically modified food.

Book Announcement by Robert House

Biotechnology and Safety Assessment, 
Third Edition

Edited by John A. Thomas and Roy L. Fuchs
Academic Press, 2002

ISBN: 0126887217

$99.95 from Academic Press 
(www.academicpress.com)



Compiled by Helen Ratajczak

ANYTIME you have a new publication to report, please send it to hratajcz@rdg.boehringer-ingelheim.com It will be included in
the next newsletter.
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Reviews
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AUTISM

Alarcon M, Cantor RM, Liu J, Gilliam TC, Geschwind DH. Autism Genetic Research Exchange Consortium. Evidence for a lan-
guage quantitative trait locus on chromosome 7q in multiplex autism families. American Journal of Human Genetics 70:60-71,
2002.
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Care, Health & Development 28:65-71, 2002.
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7, 2002.
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Health & Development 28:87-93, 2002.
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2002.

Reviews

Andres C. Molecular genetics and animal models in autistic disorder. Brain Research Bulletin 57:109-19, 2002. 
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