
Dear IRSS Members, 

This year’s SOT meeting in San Francisco was great, and I hope that all of you 
who attended had a good and productive meeting. 

Some of the highlights I would like to share with you are as follows.  Our Spe-
cialty Session Annual Reception and Meeting was phenomenal.  In all of the 
years I have been attending since our inception, I have never seen such a crowd.  
We had to bring in extra chairs, and yet not everyone was seated.  You can see 
the crowd in one of the attached photos.  The meeting itself was also great.  In 
addition to the awards, and introduction of our new President, Michael Klein-
man, Dan Costa provided us with a “dignified yet humorous” summary of our 
activities since 1982.  Also, thanks to Terry Gordon for providing most of the 
photos included in this Newsletter, which captures most of the presentations 
made at the meeting.  In addition, a letter from our past President is included 
here.  Our past president, Jim Wagner, deserves congratulations and thanks for 
his great leadership over the last year, and we welcome our new president, Mi-
chael Kleinman, with great expectations and support from all of us. Hope to see 
you all in San Antonio in 2013. 

Harry Salem 

The 52nd Annual Meeting of 
Society  of Toxicology will 
be held in San Antonio, 
Texas on March 10-14, 2013 

 DEADLINES 
 

Early Bird Registration -  
     January 25, 2013 
 

Housing Reservation - 
     February 8, 2013 
 

Standard Registration - 
     February 15, 2013 
 

Cancellations - 
     February 15, 2013 
 

For additional information 
please visit: 
www.toxicology.org/AI/
MEET/AM2013 
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PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear IRSS Members,  
 
The state of our specialty section in its 30th year is 
strong, and that showed by the large turnout at 
the national meeting and our annual reception in 
San Francisco this spring.  There was a nice mix of 
students, mid-career members and many who 
have been with the Section for over 25 years to 
help commemorate this landmark anniversary. 
Special thanks to Dan Costa, a charter IRSS mem-
ber  who on short notice provided a dignified yet 
humorous summary of IRSS activities since 1982, 
by highlighting our role in advancing science for 
both the political and public good. Kudos also to 
our student rep Chris Carosino, whose enthusiasm 
was most responsible for creating the historical 
poster of inhalation toxicology that was displayed 
and distributed to members at the meeting. An-
other highlight of the reception was Jake McDon-
ald’s introduction of Career Award winner Chet 
Leach, whose work has impacted aerosol delivery 
for human medicine. As inhalation and respiratory 
toxicologists we go to work each morning because 
we love doing science, be it in the laboratory or 
classroom, with colleagues, clients or policymak-
ers. But I thought Jake provided a nice image of 
how these daily efforts to promote the science of 
inhalation toxicology can come to fruition and 
make a difference to promote human health. As a 
group we do good work, and the accomplishments 
of IRSS members are significant and something for 
which we can be proud.  Together Dan, Chris, Chet 
and Jake represent just some of the potential and 
achievements of our large and diverse member-
ship, but I think these few examples bode well for 
the sustained contributions of IRSS to advance sci-
ence for the next 30 years. 
 
During the last 12 months your executive commit-
tee has put most of their efforts to evaluating pro-
gram proposals, award applications, poster crea-
tion, and planning for the 2012 meeting.  

 
 
Our primary sponsorship for this year’s meeting 
was the symposium “Emerging Mechanistic Tar-
gets in Lung Injury Induced by Combustion-
generated Particles” that was chaired by Andy 
Ghio and Marc Fariss, and included a talk by Ian 
Gilmour.  IRSS also endorsed several workshops, 
including “Cooperative Epidemiology and Toxicol-
ogy Research: HEI's National Particle Component 
Toxicity (NPACT) Initiative”, and “Progenitor and 
Stem Cells as Targets of Environmental Pollut-
ants”, among others.  IRSS members were also 
well represented as both speakers and chairs of 
several platform sessions on topics that ranged 
from air pollution, chemical agents, nanoparticles 
and cardiopulmonary toxicity.  It was nice to see 
IRSS student members not only providing oral 
presentations, but acting as chair and facilitating 
discussions during these sessions. Today the IRSS 
executive committee is already busy planning an 
even bigger and better roster of sessions for next 
year’s program in San Antonio.  
 
It has been a privilege serving as your President 
this last year and I have enjoyed working with 
both the student and senior members to put to-
gether the 30th anniversary meeting this year, as 
well as plan some initiatives that will carry over to 
this year. I welcome incoming President Mike 
Kleinman and Vice President Ian Gilmour, as well 
as a new set of councilors and student reps.  In 
their hands I think IRSS is in great shape for the 
near future. 
 
Cheers!  
 
Jim Wagner 
IRSS Past-President 
 



IRSS BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
March 12; 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM; Room 256 (Convention Center) 

Present: Jim Wagner (President), Ian Gilmour (VP-elect), 
Councilors Willie McKinney, Flemming Cassee, Aimen 
Farraj,  Student rep Chris Carosino, incoming 2012 offi-
cers: Urmila Kodavanti (VP- elect) and Councilors Steve 
Gavett and Mitch Cohen. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35. Jim Wagner wel-
comed the presence of newly elected officers (Urmila Ko-
davanti; VP- elect), Steve Gavett (Councilor) and Mitch 
Cohen (Councilor), who are getting an early start on their 
duties. 
 
Jim Wagner handed out copies of the historical poster cre-
ated Chris Carosino. All officers were impressed with the 
work and were very happy with the finished product. Mitch 
Cohen mentioned that the ImmunoTox poster from 2011 
was published in a journal. A similar option will be pursued 
with the journal Inhalation Toxicology to acknowledge the 
30th anniversary of IRSS. 
 
Chris Carosino provided an update on student involvement 
in the Society and specialty sections. Chris showed the 
IRSS poster at the Sunday night mixer and discussed the 
SS activities with student colleagues. Approaches to ex-
pand recruitment and student involvement were discussed, 
with a possible creation of a student newsletter. Chris 
agreed to maintain communications with the incoming stu-
dent rep to maintain momentum on student initiatives. 
 
Jim Wagner presented details of the SS budget with a pre-
meeting balance of $6,733, and indicated that most will be 
spent on the Annual Meeting expenses, including costs for 
the Officers meeting, the Technical Meeting and the eve-
ning reception. These expenses include room rental and 
food and drinks costs. Costs for awards and certificates 
are also the responsibility of the SS. 
 
Ian Gilmour inquired of the possibility to move the business 
meet offsite next year. The current venue in the confer-
ence center(s) is shared space with other SS officer meet-
ings, making the room very noisy at times, with limited food 
options. Officers agreed to look into an external site and a 
possible breakfast or lunch meeting in 2013. 
 
Jim Wagner reported on the Mary Amdur fund, which had 
a pre-meeting balance of $42,839. This year, Council de-
termined that the Executive Committee could use 4% of 
the balance to provide for the Mary Amdur Student Award. 
The committee discussed the possibility of using funds for 
an international student travel award. Further discussions 
will take place this year, and include original Amdur Fund 
founders. 
 
Ian Gilmour proposed that descriptions for applications 
process for the Amdur and IRSS student awards be better 
delineated. Presently students can be eligible for both 
awards with the application for the Amdur requiring a spe-
cific write-up.  Revised wording for the application descrip-
tions will be worked on this year and extended to the gen-
eral membership for comment. 
 
 
 
 

The agenda items for the evening reception were dis-
cussed. Harry Salem will make a brief announcement at 
the evening reception about Tuesday morning’s Technical 
Committee Meeting. The committee felt it would be helpful 
for Harry to discuss briefly the purpose of the Technical 
Committee. 
 
The role and future of the Technical Committee was then 
discussed.  A more defined framework of the relationship 
between the technical and executive committees was dis-
cussed, and it was agreed that the serving President would 
serve as this liaison.  The specific nature of this relation-
ship will evolve over the next year. 
 
Flemming Cassee had introduced the idea of soliciting 
input from the membership via an online survey. Flemming 
will generate a list of questions that will be discussed by 
the executive committee in the coming weeks. 
 
The 2012 Program committee worked was discussed. 
IRSS submitted 3 proposals last spring, of which 1 was 
accepted this year (Emerging Mechanistic Targets in Lung 
Injury Induced by Combustion-Generated Particles, by 
Andy Ghio and Marc Fariss). Jim Wagner urged all execu-
tive committee members to either initiate a proposal or 
solicit and champion one from the membership. Ian Gil-
mour indicated he has already received some pre-
proposals. Specialty Sections can submit proposals to 
each 5 categories (Symposia, Workshops, Roundtables, 
Historical Highlights, and CE courses). A goal of submitting 
to every category was proposed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00AM. 
 



 

Jim Wagner, President  

Jim Wagner (right) thanks outgoing Student Represen-

tative Chris Cartosino (left). 

Jim Wagner (right) thanks outgoing Councilor Flem-

ming Cassee (left). 

Dan Costa provides a reminiscence of the 30 year history 

of IRSS.  

Jim Wagner (right) thanks outgoing Councilor Jake 

McDonald (left).  

Joe Mauderly (left) and Dan Costa (right) trade stories.  

2012 ANNUAL MEETING 



 

Ian Gilmour, Vice President-elect (right), congratulating 

Paper of the Year Award winner Mehdi S. Hazari (left). 

Ian Gilmour, Vice President-elect 

(right), congratulating IRSS Stu-

dent Award winner Azita Cuevas

(left). 

Ian Gilmour, Vice President-elect 

(right), congratulating Mary Amdur 

Student Award winner Alex Carll (left). 

Ian Gilmour, Vice President-elect (right), congratulating 

Post Doctoral Student Award winner Todd Stueckle (left). 

Ian Gilmour, Vice President-elect (right), con-

gratulating Young Investigator of the Year 

winner Jake McDonald (left). 

Jake McDonald (left) 

congratulating Career 

Investigator Award 

winner Chet Leach 

(right). 

2012 ANNUAL MEETING 

Annual Meeting attendees, 

standing room only 

Harry Salem pre-

senting technical 

committee report 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

This meeting was convened at 7:00 AM in the San Fran-

cisco Moscone Convention Center in an overfilled room.  

Following a brief introduction as to the purpose of this com-

mittee, including the highlighting of innovations and issues 

in inhalation toxicology, we heard two very interesting and 

timely presentations. 

The first presentation by Dr. Dan Angelini, a Senior National 

Research Council Associate at the Edgewood Chemical 

Biological Center, was an overview of “Stem Cells in Pulmo-

nary Injury.”  Dr. Angelini discussed, in addition to the his-

tory of stem cells, pulmonary injury in terms of acute lung 

injury (ALI) and acute respiratory distress syndrome 

(ARDS) -  what it is, including its pathology, and what are its 

causes.   The current medical treatments for ALI/ARDS are 

limited, and the mortality rate remains high at approximately 

40% in the United States.  Most current therapies are con-

sidered to be supportive, and recent studies suggest that 

stem cells could present a novel therapeutic option.   

The second presentation by Dr. Jan Moser, a Battelle con-

tractor supporting the Chemical Security Analysis Center 

(CSAC) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)was 

on “Modeling the Public Health Consequences of Release 

and Dissemination of Toxic Chemicals.”Dr. Moser, who has 

previously made presentations to this group, described 

CSAC’s mission, which is to identify and characterize the 

chemical threat against the American Homeland and the 

American Public.  She described the threat from toxic 

chemicals and presented the Chemical Terrorism Risk As-

sessment (CTRA), the Chemical Infrastructure Risk Assess-

ment (CIRA), and the hazard assessment process. Model-

ing methods used at CSAC such as the Hazard Prediction 

Assessment Capability (HPAC), the Consequences Assess-

ment Tool Set (CATS),   the Facilities Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Decision Analysis Center (FacDAC), and Quick 

Urban and Industrial Complex (QUIC) Dispersion Modeling 

were discussed, along with  the CARVER + Shock method 

used to assess vulnerabilities in the food sector, from “Farm 

to Table”. 

The meeting room was packed, and there was a huge 

amount of interest in state-of-the-art information on the po-

tential of stem cell therapy in pulmonary injury, and CSAC/

DHS activities to combat the threat of chemical attacks 

through regulatory and science and technology efforts. 

If you are involved in exciting inhalation toxicity research and 

are interested in presenting to this group at next year’s tech-

nical committee meeting, please contact me.  

See you in San Antonio in 2013. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harry Salem 

 

 

 

 

*The great table on the last page                                          

“Inhalation Toxicology Through the Ages”                                      

was created by our student representative                                  

Chris Carosino from UC-Davis                                                         

with some additions and revisions by Jim Wagner.  

Jan Moser (CSAC/DHS), presentation at technical committee 

meeting 

Dan Angelini (NRC Senior Associate, ECBC), presentation at 

technical committee meeting 
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