Inhalation Specialty Section

Society of Toxicology

Spring 2002







      Newsletter
             

Dear ISS Member:

Much has happened since last year's SOT meeting.  I began my assignment as the SOT Congressional Science Fellow supporting Congressman Jim Greenwood's science issues, and the horrific events of September 11th that have changed the world.  The details of my activities on the Hill have been described in the SOT Communiqués.

it is interesting that Congressman Greenwood, as Chair of the Committee on Energy and Commerce's Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, had scheduled a hearing at 10 AM on September 11 entitled "Review of Federal Bioterrorism Preparedness programs:  Building an Early Warning Public Health Surveillance System".  Obviously the hearing was cancelled, but was held on 1 November 2001.

Also, on September 11th, I had planned to meet with Rich Schlesinger for lunch to discuss his Technical Subcommittee's assignment on "Low Dose Toxicology".  Obviously, this meeting was not held either.  But as our President has stated, life must go on and business must continue.

I have now returned to my position as Chief Scientist at the Edgewood Chemical and Biological Center (ECBC) of the Soldier, Biological and Chemical Command (SBCCOM) at the Edgewood Area of Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland.

The Fourth SOT Congressional Science Fellow selected is John Keller.  I wish him success in finding placement on the Hill and hope that he has a rewarding and fulfilling year.  I encourage any of you who have the desire and support of your home organization.  See the announcement in this newsletter.

I am pleased to report that Congressman George Nethercutt of the 5th District in Washington State will be the recipient of the SOT Award for his Contributions to the Public Awareness of the Importance of Animals in Research.  He has taken a leading role with the media in presenting the case for research facilities and against demonstrations and terrorists.  Representative Nethercutt is the co-sponsor of HR 2795, the Agro-Terrorism Act of 2001. This Bill is designed to increase protection for animal and plant research facilities, and gives the FBI new tools to pursue criminal conspiracies against these research centers and established the National Animal Terrorism and Ecoterrorism Clearinghouse.  The Congressman will be recognized Sunday Evening March 17, 2002 at the Award Ceremony for his passionate effort to educate the public on the importance of the use of animals in scientific research and for his leading legislative role in protecting this research from criminal behavior.  I look forward to seeing you at this ceremony for Congressman Nethercutt.

In this issue of the Newsletter, you will also find a letter from our current ISS President Jack Harkema, and as a reminder, the minutes from last year’s meetings of the ISS Business, Executive and Technical Meetings.

Our Technical Committee will meet on Wednesday morning from 7:00 AM to 8:30 AM in the Bayou E room.

Looking forward to seeing you in Nashville.

Harry Salem   
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear ISS Members:

This year the Inhalation Specialty Section (ISS) is sponsoring or co-sponsoring five symposium and one workshop at the annual meeting in Nashville.  The topics of symposia range from “Hazardous Air Pollution: A Research Strategy” to the “Genetic Susceptibility to Inhaled Pollutants.”  The ISS-sponsored workshop will focus on the “Delivery of the Dose of Inhaled Medicines.”  As in previous years there will also be two large poster sessions featuring the research of many of our members.  I want to thank the ISS program committee and the individual participants for their hard work in organizing these excellent sessions for this year’s meeting.  Once again the members of the ISS have produced a good and broad selection of high quality sessions that should be informative for all those attending.  I encourage you to submit your new proposals for next year’s meeting as soon as possible.  It is also important for our society to contribute to the continuing education program that has been so popular throughout the past years at the annual meeting.  This program serves an important role in providing the membership with up-to-date short courses in various fields of toxicology.  Courses in the area of inhalation toxicology and respiratory cell and molecular biology have not been adequately represented in recent years.

Our ISS business meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 20, at 6:00 pm in the Bayou Room of the Opryland Hotel. This is an excellent time to get together with old friends and colleagues and to meet new members and students within our society.  I encourage you to invite others to the meeting who may want to learn more about our specialty section.  Besides reviews of the state of our membership and budget, other agenda items will include a report from the Technical Committee, the presentation of ISS Awards and the announcement of our newly elected leaders.  I have also invited Dr. James Deyo to talk briefly about the American Chemistry Council’s (ACC) plan to sponsor an Early Award in Respiratory Toxicology.  This ACC award will be similar to the Early Award in Neurotoxicology that the ACC currently presents annually to a young investigator in this field.  In addition, We will also have time to discuss new ways in encourage more active participation of the membership in society activities and how we can bolster our membership and student involvement.  We will also unveil and discuss a proposed logo for our specialty section that could be used on the ISS Newsletter, Website, and other official documents from the society (see figure).

I have enjoyed serving as your President for this past year and leave the office in good hands with our incoming President Dr. Terry Gordon.  I look forward to seeing you all in the “Queen City of the South.”

Jack R. Harkema, ISS President 

SOT-ISS Annual Business Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 26, 2001

The Annual Business Meeting was held on Monday, March 26, 2001, at the Marriott Hotel.  The meeting began with a social period at about 6 pm.

The meeting was called to order by President Michelle Schaper at 6:30 pm. Schaper welcomed members to the meeting and introduced Secretary/Treasurer Lung Chi Chen  to give the Secretary and Treasurer's reports.

Chen presented the Treasurer's report.  He noted that as of January 31, 2001, the ISS had a paid membership of 221, compared against 217 during the previous year.  Total revenue for the current year was $3,604 (membership fees plus interest).  Expenses for the previous year were $5,895 (awards $1,000.00, newsletter expenses $29, annual meeting expenses $4,702 [reception and others], and symposia expenses $163).  Deficiency of revenue over expenses was thus $2,640.  With a transfer from the SOT general fund, the fund balance as of January 31, 2001 was $6,072.

Jack Harkema added that from year 2001, SOT will continue to infuse $2,500/yr to the specialty section and will also pay for the expenses of outside speakers. However, each specialty section is required to balance its budget. He also added that the annual dues for joining a specialty section is increased from $15 to $25.

Schaper then introduced Harry Salem for a report from the ISS Technical Committee. Salem solicited input from the membership concerning the publication of the ISS newsletters and noted that only electronic copy will be distributed to the members in the future. 

Schaper introduced Terry Gordon, who replaced Kevin Driscoll, to report the progress on the proposed name change of ISS. He reminded the members that only 29 members approved and 10 members opposed the change in the previous ballot and only 11 members voted on the floor in the last year’s business meeting. This was followed by discussions of the pros and cons of the proposed name change by Costa, Alarie, and Miller, There was a motion by Alarie and a vote to keep the present name. There was no one opposed to this motion and it was approved.

Schaper introduced Harkema for a program committee report.  Harkema noted that for this year the ISS has 2 symposia, 2 poster discussion sections, 2 poster sections, and 1 workshop. He also noted that due to the quality of our proposals, the acceptance rate for ISS proposals is much higher than the overall rate (80% vs 50%).  He encouraged everyone to submit proposals for the next year’s program. Harkema also announced that Peter Thorne will be replacing him on the SOT Program Committee.

Schaper introduced Terry Gordon for the awards committee report. Gordon noted that there were very few nominations and therefore, there were no Paper of the Year, Amdur Student Scholarship, and Young Investigator’s awards for this year. Then he introduced the Student award winner, Ladan Fakhrzadeh, Rutgers University [plaque and $500]. Deepak Bhalla presented the Career Achievement Award to Dr. Robert Phalen, University of California, at Irvine, CA. [plaque]. Both Gordon and Schaper requested that all members participate in the nomination process and several members pledged to do so in the coming year.

Schaper then introduced Peter Thorne to reiterate the importance of child-care during the Annual Meeting and encouraged members to contact SOT Councilors to initiate this program.

Schaper, who replaced Driscoll, then announced the winners of the election as follows: Vice President-Elect, Steven Kleeberger; Councilors, Jeff Everitt and Kevin Dreher, Secretary/Treasurer, Ilona Jaspers. Schaper thanked the outgoing officers for their efforts on behalf of the ISS.  These individuals were Jeff Gearhart, Rob Carpenter Councilors [certificate of appreciation], Lung Chi Chen Secretary/Treasurer.

Schaper then turned the meeting and president's gavel over to incoming President Jack Harkema. 

Harkema then introduced new business. He acknowledged Michelle Schaper’s contribution with an honorary gavel. He thanked her for pushing the Program Committee of SOT to pay for the outside speakers and for putting a handbook together for ISS officers. He again stressed the importance of recruiting new student members and improving the participation of all members in the nomination process. Harkema asked if there was any other new business.  None being raised, Harkema adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Lung Chi Chen 

1999-2000 Secretary/Treasurer

SOT-ISS Technical Committee Minutes

Monday, March 26, 2001
SOT-ISS Technical Committee Minutes

Monday, March 26, 2001

The SOT-ISS Technical Committee Meeting was held on Monday, March 26, 2001, at the Marriott Hotel.  Chairman Harry Salem called the meeting to order at 11:45 am.  Present were Harry Salem, Rich Schlesinger, Jim McGrath, Jeff Gearhart, Renee Paige, Joe Mauderly, Dick Parent, Rob Carpenter, and Lung Chi Chen. 

Salem reported that the technical paper entitled “Intratracheal instillation as an exposure technique for the evaluation of respiratory tract toxicity: uses and limitations” produced by the Technical Committee was published in Toxicological Science and was also  presented to EPA in the summer of 2000 by Drs. Driscoll, Schlesinger and Salem. The presentation was well received and EPA sent a letter of acknowledgement to the Committee members that contributed to the paper. 

Salem also reported that there were two new initiatives for the Technical Committee to address. One of the new issues is related to Hazardous Air Pollutant regulations. EPA has new test rules for HAPs, and of particular concern are requirements in 40CFR799.1350, acute toxicity with histopathology, and the requirements for bronchoalveolar lavage including alveolar macrophage phagocytosis testing. Mauderly and Paige requested that no action to be taken by the committee until the issue is defined. John Morris will be replacing Rudy Valentine to chair the subcommittee to address this issue. ISS members interested in participating should contact John Morris.

The other new topic to be addressed is low level exposures, focusing on issues of how would “low level” be defined, what types of endpoints might be appropriate to examine in looking at this issue, and how to extrapolate from the effects of high dose to low dose. Richard Schlesinger, who chairs the subcommittee, and Harry Salem will make an effort to obtain funding from SOT headquarters to scope out the issue and make this issue an official task for the ISS.  Salem will also contact the Industrial Hygiene Association to determine the status of their low dose paper, and discuss possible collaboration.

No further business being raised, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Lung Chi Chen, Secretary/Treasurer

SOT-ISS Executive Committee Minutes

Following members of the ISS Executive Committee were present during the meeting:

Gordon, Salem, Schaper, Harkema, Weideman, Kleeberger, Everitt, Jaspers, Pinkerton

The meeting was held on Tuesday March 27th in the “Fly Trap” Restaurant, San Francisco, CA. The meeting was called to order at 12:00 PM by the incoming president of the SOT-ISS (Jack Harkema), who welcomed the new members of the ISS Executive Committee. 

The conclusions taken away from the previous night’s ISS reception and business meeting were summarized. In particular, critiques regarding the decreasing trend in student participation in the ISS and the shortage in nominations for Best Paper and Young Investigator Awards were raised. It was concluded that a special effort needed to be put on increasing the nominations for the individual awards for next year’s meeting and encourage students to participate in the SOT meeting and the ISS reception. 

The duties of the incoming Committee members were discussed. It was suggested by Terry Gordon to formalize the introduction of incoming council members and that outgoing council members should share their experiences and introduce them into their duties to avoid unnecessary replication of mistakes. This would complement the already existing written summary of the councilor’s duties.

It was agreed that the emphasis of the 2001 ISS contribution to the SOT meeting was asthma and allergic airway disease, while there were fewer presentations on particulate matter (PM) as compared to the previous year. The Committee discussed potential topics for symposia, workshops, roundtable discussions, and poster discussion sessions for the 2002 SOT meeting. Following is a list of suggested topics and Executive Committee members that agreed to lead the organization of the respective sessions:

1. Particle size, deposition, and bioavailability, including aerosolized pharmaceuticals (Weideman)

2. Air Toxics and Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAP)

3. Carbon Black, Titanium Dioxide and other inert particles, including interspecies differences to particles (Harkema)

4. Genetic Susceptibility to Air Pollutants (Gordon, Jaspers)

5. Olfactory Exposure as Route for Neurotoxins (Everitt) (could be co-sponsored with the Neurotoxicology Specialty Section)

6. Silica

7. Complex Mixtures of Gases and Particulates 

8. Impact of Air Pollutants on Neuroepithelial Development (Pinkerton)

9. PM10

10. Children and Air Pollutants

Potential Workshop: 

Requirement for Histopathology and 
BAL for Hazardous Exposure 
Evaluation (Weideman): Data 
acquisition and evaluation

Jack Harkema reminded everyone that the proposals for next year’s program are due April 7th, and should be send to him.

Technical Committee Report was given by Harry Salem:


The current effort of the Technical Committee is to address the definition of “Low Level” and resulting extrapolation from animal to human. It has been proposed to request funds and approval to turn this into an official SOT project. This could be a combined effort with the American Industrial Hygiene Association, which is already working this issue. The effort by the ISS would enhance and expand the existing effort.   Harry Salem was again re-elected unanimously to serve as chair of the Technical Committee.

Jack Harkema reminded everyone that the next upcoming deadline for ISS newsletter submissions is June 7th. Deepak K. Bhalla will be solicited to summarize the achievements of this year’s winner of the ISS Achievement Award Robert F. Phalen. 

It was suggested that the Newsletter should also include short write-ups on Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT), which are SOT-sponsored workshops focused on specific topics. These meetings would address very focused questions and problems and target a small audience (>100 people). This initiative would be independent of the SOT meeting and require > $60,000.  More information regarding the guidelines for CCT proposals is available online at:

http://www.toxicology.org/AboutSOT/about-tef-frame.html It was suggested that the ISS submits a proposal to set up a CCT workshop on special topics regarding inhalation toxicology. Maximizing dose delivery of aerosolized pharmaceuticals to the deep lung and the effects of particle size, deposition, and bioavailability, was suggested to be a potential topic for such as meeting.

The question was raised whether to change the existing design of the ISS website or Newsletter. It was pointed out that there is no existing logo for the ISS on its website or Newsletter. Jack Harkema volunteered to design such logo, which could then be displayed on pins to be given out to ISS members at the 2002 SOT meeting.

There were no more issues to be discussed and the meeting was adjourned at 1:30PM.

Contact Your Executive Committee

Name
E-mail
FAX
Phone

Steve Kleeberger
SKLEEBERGER@JHSPH.EDU
410-955-0299
410-614-5444

Trish Weideman
Patricia.weideman@spcorp.com
908-629-3412
908-629-3179

Jeff Everitt
everitt@ciit.org
919-558-1300
919-558-1267

Ilona Jaspers
Ilona_Jaspers@med.unc.edu
919-966-9863
919-966-8657

Terry Gordon
gordont@env.med.nyu.edu
845-351-5472
845-731-3536

Harry Salem
Harry.Salem@mail.house.gov
202-225-9511
202-225-4276

Michelle Schaper
MSCHAPER@MSHA.GOV
412-364-0412
412-364-1344

Kent Pinkerton
kepinkerton@ucdavis.edu
530-752-5300
530-752-8334

Jack Harkema
harkemaj@msu.edu
517-353-9902
517-353-8627

Society of Toxicology

Congressional Science Fellowship

Recruiting Qualified Candidates for 2003

Where are you in your career?  Are you looking for an exciting opportunity to apply your expertise and talents in the science policy arena?  Are you ready to gain a valuable and unique perspective as well as really make a difference in how science is applied in the legislative process?  SOT’s Regulatory Affairs and Legislative Assistance (RALA) Committee has just begun the recruiting process for applications for the 2003 Congressional Science Fellowship (CSF).  Applications for consideration must be filed with SOT by August 1, 2002.  The 2003 CSF will be the fifth position sponsored by SOT and offers the opportunity to contribute scientific and technical input to the process of developing 

public policy.  Placement of the fellow will be dependent upon funding and approval of the program.  Candidates for the one-year fellowship, which begins in January of each year, can come from any sector of the Society.  Applicants will be evaluated on the basis of well-rounded scientific training and career history, communication skills, and the ability to bring critical thinking and objectivity to the development of science policy.  Detailed information and application guidelines can be accessed through the SOT website at: http://www.toxicology.org/information/governmentmedia/congfellow.html
You may also contact Michael McCoy at SOT headquarters at 703-438-3115 or michael@toxicology.org for more information.  

Information will be available through the Membership Booth at ToxExpo at the 41st Annual Meeting in Nashville.

Proposed New Logo
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