INHALATION SPECIALTY SECTION NEWSLETTER –Summer 2003
Dear ISS Member:

After a very wet virtual spring, we have settled into a very hot summer in the East.  

It was great seeing you all in Salt Lake City, and hope you are having a safe, enjoyable and productive summer.  There was a great deal covered at the Annual meeting, some of which will be reviewed in this newsletter.  A very lively discussion took place at the Technical Committee meeting when we thought that we had missed the opportunity to provide input to the OECD Acute Inhalation Toxicity Guidelines.  At the Business Meeting when asked who saw these in the Federal Register (FR), no one responded.  I was astounded, but I know how busy we all are.  I subsequently learnt that they are not published in the FR since OECD is no a US government organization.  However, if you want to be on their mailing list contact  Maurice Zeeman.   The guidelines and the US response are linked to this newsletter. 

OECD1
OECD2
OECD3
As in the past, this newsletter includes a letter from our new president, Steven Kleeberger, the minutes of the Business Meeting, the Executive Committee Meeting and the Technical Committee Meeting conducted at the SOT meetings in Salt Lake City in March.  In addition there is the awards announcements provided by MaryJane Selgrade, the OECD draft Inhalation Toxicity Guidelines the US comments, and a past Inhalation Newsletter published by Rudy 
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Jaeger.  If you are interested in being on his mailing list, please contact him.

I look forward to seeing you all in Baltimore next year.

Harry Salem 

President’s Message

Dear Members of the SOT Inhalation Specialty Section,

I sincerely hope you all have had a safe and productive Spring.  As I was preparing to write the ISS President’s Message, I thought it would be a good idea to review previous editions of the incoming President’s Message to re-acquaint myself with accomplishments and issues for ISS members.  Each was laudatory of the efforts put forward by ISS members for the annual SOT meetings, and I wholeheartedly agree.  The ISS was well represented in Salt Lake City, with a number of outstanding symposia (3) and workshops (4) presented during the meeting.  Although I have not seen an official compilation, I suspect that the ISS was at or near the top of the specialty section list in the number of these essential components sponsored at the annual meeting.  We also had our usual outstanding representation in the platform and poster sessions throughout the meeting.  I am very aware of the time and effort that is required to put together these presentations, and I would like to congratulate all of you on your efforts and look forward to seeing another round of presentations at the next SOT meeting.


An issue that seems to emerge every year is declining numbers of students and fellows in ISS.  Of course, students and fellows are the “life blood” of our laboratories and professional societies, and it is critical that we continue to foster interest and encourage their participation in respiratory research.  We must be cognizant of the multiple opportunities available to students that may deter them from a career in inhalation toxicology.  It would appear that the days are gone when our recruiting could rely on the initiative of students and fellows (i.e. passive).  We now find ourselves taking a more active strategy to recruit students, which may include visits to undergraduate biology departments in local universities and colleges, and solicitation via email, websites, flyers, etc.  We are also finding that students are increasingly interested in (enamored of) emergent technologies, and incorporation of these developing approaches into our research programs has become essential to student recruitment.  After our students come on board, it is also important to involve them in ISS activities, by encouraging student memberships, awards, and scholarhips.  I would like to add that the SOT really is going to add a clickable spot on the abstract submission system that will allow specialty sections to scan or receive the database of all students wishing to be nominated for a section's award.  


This leads to another recurrent issue - member participation in nominations for the annual ISS awards.  While participation did not appear to decline this year, we also did not have a rousing influx of nominations.  I would like to encourage all of you to please consider nominees for the various awards that are offered through ISS, including Student, Young Investigator, Career Achievement, and Paper of the Year.  It really does not take a lot of time to nominate deserving individuals for these awards, and those who receive the awards certainly appreciate the recognition.  


I would like to close by saying that I am very excited about the future of the ISS.  ISS is certainly a critical component of the SOT, and our participation in ISS activities will continue to be essential to the evolving role of SOT at the national and international level.  I hope you all have a great summer and look forward to seeing you in Baltimore next year.

Sincerely,

Steven R. Kleeberger, Ph.D.

Meeting Minutes, 3/11/03

22nd General Assembly Meeting and Reception, Inhalation Specialty Section (ISS), 2003 Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah

6:41 P:M Terry Gordon called the meeting to order.

The 2002 meeting minutes were approved by motion and seconded.

Discussions were held on the current budget.  Terry Gordon and Steve Kleeberger were in agreement that the current budget after meeting expenditures was ~$2000.  Suggestions were made that there was no requirement for having the meeting at either a hotel or the convention center.  These suggestions were preceded by discussions on the extravagant costs of having the specialty section reception/ meeting at the meeting hotel or convention center.  Other locations (restaurants, etc.) were noted as possibilities.  Steve Kleeberger noted that he would look into the possibility of having the ISS meeting at other locations at the 2004 SOT meeting.

6:47 Jack Harkema announced the election results.  The first order of business was to pass the Secretary Treasurer position to Matthew Reed (who was already taking the minutes due to the absence of Ilona Jaspers).  Newly elected officers included Mary Jane Selgrade as the VP Elect and Ian Gilmour and Mike Madden as councilors.  Chet Leach was noted as serving a 1 year term given that Matt Reed had received new duties.  

6:50 Continuing Education courses and Symposia were mentioned as a topic for further discussion.

6:51 Harry Salem gave the report on the technical committee meeting.  Eighteen people were in attendance.  Twenty-two reservations were originally made.  Good attendance was noted as a plus.  John Whalan of EPA discussed two information papers that had been recently published on new OECD guidelines.  It was indicated that these issues brought about a stimulating discussion from all.   Discussions were held on Symposia topics.  Rogene Henderson’s suggestion was approved by general consensus for a Symposia co-sponsored by the Risk Assessment specialty section.  The title was suggested as “ Low Dose Extrapolation: Time for a Fresh Look at an Old Problem”.  Other suggestions were “Acetaldehyde” and “EPA’s Hazardous Air Pollutants”.

6:58 Terry Gordon thanked the outgoing officers and mentioned that Ilona Jaspers was awarded the New Investigator Award from ACC.  Terry then passed the gavel to the incoming president Steve Kleeberger.

7:02 Charlie Plopper presented the ISS awards.

No nominees were submitted for the Young Investigator Award.  

The Student of the Year Award was presented to Alejandro Molinelli, UNC.

The Mary Amdur Student Award was presented to Mila Komarnisky, University of Alberta.

Paper of the Year: 

Wagner JG, Hotchkiss JA, Harkema JR.  Enhancement of nasal inflammatory and epithelial responses after ozone and allergen co-exposure in Brown Norway rats.  Toxicol Sci. 2002 Jun; 67(2):284-94 

Career Investigator: Dan Costa (Dan gave a warm and heart-felt speech)

7:02 New Business

Discussion was held on whether or not to change the time review criterion for Paper of the Year in the bylaws.  Roger McClellan motioned to change the paper of the year review period from Jan 1 to Dec. 31 of the preceding year with the exception of the 2003 award which will also encompass June to December of 2002.  The motion was seconded and accepted.  The additional six month period was approved to account for the overlap from the original language in the bylaws.

7:27 New Business Continued

Joe Mauderly informed the assembly that the Association of Inhalation Toxicology (AIT) was a group of European inhalation toxicologists that met regularly in a meeting format to discuss various topics of concern to inhalation toxicology/ biology.  He asked the assembly if Dr. David Alexander could discuss the upcoming meeting and answer questions about the association.  Dr. Alexander informed the assembly that the AIT met once a year for a two-day meeting.  The 2003 meeting is to be held in the UK.  The topic is the Regulatory Impact of Inhalation Toxicology.  He referred all present that more information was available on the AIT website at www.aitox.org.  

7:33 New Business Continued

Mary Jane Selgrade asked those in the assembly who were interested to fill out review fields for possible inclusion as manuscript reviews.  Steve asked those present to indicate whether they were not receiving emails from the Society (e.g. election ballots).  No response was given indicating that most in the crowd were receiving emails.  Steve offered congratulations for the current year Symposia and reminded all present that it was time to submit new proposals for continuing education courses, workshops and symposia.  The current year submissions are online through the SOT homepage.  Titles and speakers/ topics are to be sent to Charlie Plopper in a separate email for review by the councilors and support by ISS. Steve reminded the assembly that some topics may merit a Contemporary Topics in Toxicology designation.  This provision is for those topics considered to be “more than symposia.”  Contemporary Topics are generally paid for by SOT and encompass a 1 and a half day workshop.  All submissions were due by April 30th of the current year.

7:38 PM The meeting was adjourned by Steve Kleeberger upon a second by the assembly. 

Meeting Minutes, 3/12/03

Officers Meeting, Inhalation Specialty Section (ISS), 2003 Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah

12:00 PM Steve Kleeberger calls meeting to order.

Participants: Gavett, Gilmour, Selgrade, Madden, Gordon, Plopper, Kleeberger, Leach, Reed, Salem

Old Business 

Matt Reed read minutes of the last officers meeting recorded by Ilona Jaspers.  The minutes were accepted.
New Business

Budget

Discussions were held on accounting being switched to the central office of SOT.  Steve indicated that as of Jan 1st 2003 our current ISS budget was $5,375 with an approximate net of $3500 after meeting costs (there was a discrepancy between this amount and that quoted by Terry Gordon at the general assembly meeting the night before).  

Membership

Membership was noted as down ~ 20 % from 2002 since the tracking was changed from the specialty section to the central office.  Ian Gilmour “volunteered” to take the lead of heading a Membership Committee to cross reference several lists of what were thought to be current members.  He indicated he would work with the central office and the other officers/ members of the committee to bring together an updated list.  It was noted that the membership fee had decreased from 25 to 15 dollars to encourage participation in the specialty sections.

Website

Chet Leach suggested a communications committee to keep track of journals, abstracts, etc. that are of interest to the specialty section.  This lead to discussion of the ISS website and nominations for paper of the year, etc.  The topic of whether this (submission on the website) was permissible by bylaw was discussed.  The suggestion was to “try-it” to see how participation went.  Final suggestions for the website were for including the bylaws, present and past newsletters, awards criteria, paper of the year criterion consistent with the change to the bylaws approved by the general assembly at the business meeting, etc.  Madden suggested a midyear timeframe for getting these suggestions into the website as supported by SOT.

Awards

Charlie Plopper noted that the awards selection went extremely well.  He suggested that the deadlines for nominations be included in the upcoming newsletter and suggestions were subsequently offered to put these deadlines on the ISS website.  Suggestions were also offered to remind the ISS by email of upcoming deadlines, very near the deadlines.  Mike Madden made the suggestion of bringing corporate sponsors (e.g., Don Gardner, Editor of Inhalation Toxicology) into the award game to deflect the cost.  However, this was not considered possible due to conflict of interest with SOT journals.

Symposia

Steve channeled discussion to Symposia suggestions.  These included:

1) Gilmour/ Mauderly, New Frontiers in Diesel

2) Gilmour/ Reed, Effects of Air Pollutants on Pulmonary Infection, (sponsored by Immunotox, ISS-cosponsor)

3) Leach, Inhaled Drug Delivery (discussion was held on getting regulatory/ pharma more involved with the topics.  Comments were included on the poor performance of the last symposia on a similar topic.  Leach indicated he would work on a good, solid proposal).

4) Henderson/ Mauderly, Low Dose Extrapolation: A Fresh Look at an Old Problem

5) Madden, Complex Mixtures

6) Plopper, Lipomics (lipid metabolite interactions)

7) Plopper/ Costa, Pulmonary Function Testing

It was decided the titles/ speakers would come to Reed by the 30th of April for review by the councilors by the 7th of May.

Steve reminded the officers of topics worth of a Contemporary concepts format.  Chet Leach also asked what councilors do and where to find the information.  Kleeberger and other officers agreed to get the information on duties to the councilors.

1:10 PM Meeting adjourned by Kleeberger.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday March 11, 2003

7:00 AM –8:00 AM

Marriott Downtown Hotel

AGENDA

7:00 AM     Welcome  - Harry Salem


        Introduction of Attendees


        Introduction of John Whalan, Inhalation Toxicologist, EPA

Overview of OECD’s Proposed New Acute Inhalation Toxicity Guidelines 

(Guideline 433 and Guidance Document 39) - John Whalan


Overview of Inhalation Toxicology & Respiratory Biology Newsletter 
 - Rudi Jaeger

Subcommittee Report:


Low Dose Extrapolation Information Paper – Rogene Henderson


Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs) – John Morris

Discussion on Proposed Programs for SOT 2004


Continuing Education


Symposia


Concluding Remarks – Terry Gordon, ISS President

8:00 AM       Adjourn Meeting  – Harry Salem

Minutes of the Meeting

The following were in attendance:  Harry Salem, Rudy Jaeger, Arlene Weiss, Michael Conner, Joe Mauderly,  Rogene Henderson,  David Warheit, Gary Hatach, John Whalan, John Morris, Katherine Squibb, Janet Benson, Owen Moss, Brian Wong, Gunther Oberdorster, Sandra Thomson, Robert Mioduszewski.

John Whalan, Inhalation Toxicologist from the US EPA, gave an overview of the new proposed draft OECD Acute Inhalation Toxicity Guidelines – Fixed Concentration procedure.  A lively discussion resulted since the comment period had expired and the US response had already been submitted.  Dr. Zeeman the US National Coordinator for the OECD Test Guideline Program was contacted, and we have been assured that we will still have the opportunity to comment.  The proposed guidelines and the US comments are attached to this newsletter.  

Rogene Henderson gave an update on the Low Dose Extrapolation Project, and suggested that the ISS propose a symposium for the 2004 meeting, co-sponsored with the Risk Assessment Specialty Section, before proceeding with an Information Paper.

The group unanimously agreed, and suggested the topic as “Low Dose Extrapolation: Time for a Fresh Look at an Old Problem”. 

The other project on Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs), chaired by John Morris has not made much progress, because of an apparent loss of interest.  If there is still any interest, please contact John or me, and we will proceed. 

Also attached to this newsletter with permission of Rudy Jaeger is a copy of the Inhalation Newsletter he publishes.  If you do not receive it and wish to, contact Rudy.

The meeting was adjourned  shortly after 8:00 AM.

IT’S NOT TOO SOON TO BE THINKING ABOUT AWARDS

Please consider nominating one of your colleagues for one of the following awards:

· Achievement Award

· Young Investigators award

· Paper of the year award

More information about each of these can be found on the WEB at http://www.toxicology.org/Information/AwardsFellowships/awards_SS.html under the Inhalation Specialty Section, but note that the rules have changed for the paper of the year award.  This year papers published between July 1, 2002 and December 31, 2003 are eligible.  Also, nominations are no longer restricted to papers published in Toxicological Sciences and Toxicology and Applied Pharmacology.  Any inhalation or respiratory toxicology paper in a peer reviewed journal is eligible. At least one author has to be an SOT member. 

Nominations are due December 1, 2003.

Also, mentors and students, please consider nominating your work for the student awards. More information on these awards can be found on the Web at http://www.toxicology.org/Information/AwardsFellowships/awards_SS.html#specialtystudent
Nominations are due February 1, 2003

Submit all nominations to MaryJane Selgrade

Selgrade.maryjane@epa.gov

Greetings Colleagues, 

This is the Spring 2003 issue of the inhalation toxicology and respiratory biology newsletter. The full text and documentary material has been posted at <http://www.inhalation.net> 
We direct your attention to that site for full articles and additional details.

Technical Reviews follow the meeting announcements given below.

Add or Remove
If this issue arrives in your in-box and you wish to be removed from the mailing list, send e-mail to this address: mailto: newsletter@inhalation.net?subject=remove <mailto:newsletter@inhalation.net?subject=remove>
To automatically add your name or that of a college to the mailing list, send email from your preferred address to the following location: mailto: newsletter@inhalation.net?subject=add <mailto:newsletter@inhalation.net?subject=add>

Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting

The next meeting of the Society of Toxicology will be held in Salt Lake City, starting March 9 (Sunday) through 13 (Thursday). CH Technologies (USA) Inc. will be at booth number 130. A number of new devices will be on display. We hope to see you there. 

SOT Inhalation Toxicology Specialty Section and Technical Committee Meeting

Harry Salem says" I look forward to seeing you there (SOT-SLC) and invite you to attend the Technical Committee Meeting that will be held on Tuesday morning March 11 from 7:00 to 8:00 AM in the Solitude Room at the Marriott 

TECHNICAL NOTE: This newsletter continues to grow since its inception in October of 1999. With this issue, we will have reviewed 58 papers pertaining to inhalation toxicology. New information pages have been added as well.

<http://www.inhalation.net/recent_events.htm>
<http://www.inhalation.net/calls_for_grants_calendar.html>
<http://www.inhalation.net/laboratory_name.htm>

We would appreciate any contributions to these pages as well as any ideas for new areas or articles that you would like see presented. This 15th issue of the newsletter continues with different aspects of topics of some topics that were covered in previous newsletters. There are a large number of reviews since the newsletter began and we are beginning to refer to relevant past reviews when they relate to a current topic.

PUBLIC HEALTH, OCCUPATIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL HEALTH

The topic of public health is continued in this newsletter. There is a study of Aspergillis versicolor mold spores and their inflammatory effect in mouse lungs in "Spores of Aspergillus versicolor Isolated from Indoor Air of a Moisture-damaged Building Provoke Acute Inflammation in Mouse Lungs. Juha Jussila, H. Komulainen, V. Kosma, A. Nevalainen, J. Pelkonen, M Hirvonen. Inhalation Toxicology, 14:1261-1277, 2002". The paper is reviewed by Susan Shami. The editorial comment notes two other reviews in past newsletter on molds. This is clearly becoming an important new area of research. Look for more issues pertaining to mold in the next newsletter.

<http://www.inhalation.net/Aspergillis_versicolor_spores_in_lungs.htm>

There is also recent comprehensive review of occupational lung diseases. It is found in "Occupational Respiratory Diseases Review, 2000: Occupational Respiratory Diseases, William S. Beckett, New England J Med., 342:406-413, 2000" and reviewed by Susan Shami. The most prevalent occupational lung disease is now asthma. The review of popcorn workers' lung by Arlene Weiss in the last Newsletter issue follows this novel occupational lung disease.

<http://www.inhalation.net/occupational_respiratory_disease.htm>

OLFACTORY SYSTEM, ODOR PERCEPTION AND HEALTH:

The subject of Odor, Irritation and Perception of Health Risks as Dr. Patricia Dalton reports it is reviewed by Arlene L. Weiss. Her paper is entitled: Odor, Irritation and Perception of Health Risk. Int. Arch Occup. Environ Health 75:283-290, 2002. Dr. Dalton describes her research on hormonally based differences in odor perception. 

<http://www.inhalation.net/Odor_perception_health_risk.htm>

EXPERIMENTAL DATA HEALTH EFFECTS OF ULTRAFINE PARTICLES

Susan Shami continues the study of fine and ultrafine particles with a review of inhalation of ammonium salts in healthy and monocrotaline-treated rats. This large multi-group study was performed by Cassee et. al. and published as "Pulmonary Effects of Ultrafine and Fine Ammonium Salts Aerosols in Healthy and Monocrotaline-Treated Rats Following Short-Term Exposure." FR. Cassee, J. Arts, P. Fokkens, S. Spoor, A. Boere, L. van Bree, J. Dormans Inhalation Toxicology, 14, 1215-1229, 2002. Dr. Shami adds some editorial comments.

<http://www.inhalation.net/ammonium_salts_inhaled_by_rats.htm>

RESPIRATORY BIOLOGY

As promised in the last issue, the role of the basement membrane in the large airway can be found in: "Fibroblast Growth Factor-2 in Remodeling of the Developing Basement Membrane Zone in the Trachea of Infant Rhesus Monkeys Sensitized and Challenged with Allergen". M.J. Evans, LS Van Winkle, MV Fanucchi, GL Baker, AE Murphy, SJ Nishio, ES Schelegle, LJ Gershwin, PL Sannes, CG Plopper. Laboratory Investigation 82: 1747-1754. 2002. (Dec). It is reviewed by Susan Shami. Dr. Shami's editorial comments explain the potential significance of this information to inhalation toxicology. 

<http://www.inhalation.net/fibroblast_growth_factor.htm>



TOBACCO SMOKE EXPOSURE EFFECTS

The topic of cigarette smoke exposures is continued from the Summer, 2002 issue of the newsletter. The paper reviewed is entitled: "Inhibition of Tobacco Smoke Induced Lung Inflammation by a Catalytic Antioxidant. KR Smith, DL Uyeminami, UP Kodavanti, JD Crapo, LY Chang, KE Pinkerton. Free Radical Biology and Medicine, Vol 33, 1106-1114, 2002." It describes an exciting new model in which the adverse effects of tobacco smoke inhalation by mice were reduced by pulmonary administration of an antioxidant. The reviewer is Kevin Smith, PhD.

Senior Editor/Publisher Rudolph Jaeger, PhD, DABT 
Susan Shami, ScD - Senior Science Editor. 
Arlene Weiss, MS, DABT - Environmental Medicine/Epidemiology Contributing Editor 


