
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As we’ve moved into our 25
th

 year as a 

distinct Specialty Section, I would like 

to thank all members of RASS for 

allowing me to serve as the President.  

RASS’ success is the direct result of 

strong membership support and 

participation, for which we are each 

thankful.  RASS has continued to thrive 

and I want to take the opportunity to 

thank everyone for all that you have 

done and for all that you do for RASS!   

 

At present, RASS is one of the largest 

specialty sections, second only to the 

Regulatory and Safety Evaluation 

Specialty Section.  Among our 665 

members, we have 39 graduate students 

and 26 postdoctoral students.  To this 

end, one of the ongoing goals of RASS 

is to continue to work to increase 

student and postdoctoral membership 

and participation, as well as to actively 

mentor these members who have shown 

an interest in the field of risk 

assessment.  This requires a substantive 

contribution from our Graduate Student 

and postdoctoral Representatives, 

which we truly appreciate.  While the 

RASS Executive Committee looks for 

ways to increase opportunities for 

graduate student and post-doctoral 

participation and mentoring, we also 

look to current RASS members to 
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actively recruit and mentor potential 

student and post-doctoral members.  

If you have suggestions for specific 

involvement and/or activities, please 

forward them to any member of the 

Executive Committee. 

 

With gratitude for the hard work of 

Raul Suarez, our SOT Headquarters 

staff liaison, we are pleased to 

announce a new mechanism to 

recruit RASS members from the 

newly elected SOT membership.   
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President’s Message, cont. from page 1 
 

SOT now sends RASS leadership the contact information for newly elected SOT members who 

have expressed an interest in Risk Assessment.  RASS then sends these new SOT members 

informational packets about RASS and invites them to join our membership.   

 

Recently, you should have seen the Risk Assessment Survey broadcast on behalf of George 

Mason University.  This survey was intended to develop a more clear understanding of the 

perceptions around risk assessment activities conducted by the Federal Government.  Its findings 

are now being deliberated and distilled into a more meaningful communication.  You should 

look for more on that soon, and we welcome additional discussions following release of the final 

document.  We appreciate your participation in the survey and invite your continued interest and 

comments.  

 

To promote a more efficient manner of managing the functions of our large Specialty Section, 

the RASS EC has begun to document the duties and responsibilities of RASS officers, as well as 

the procedures for all of the various functions of RASS. By clearly articulating roles, duties, and 

processes for the various functions within RASS, as well as providing a history of our actions, 

we hope to pave the way for members of RASS to contribute to our specialty section more 

efficiently and effectively. While not exciting or glitzy, the RASS Executive Committee believes 

that this activity will ultimately allow us to provide better service to our members.    

 

Finally, as the Executive Committee recognizes that our most important role is to serve our 

membership, we welcome and encourage your recommendations for improving RASS.   Thanks 

again for the opportunity to serve as your President.   

 

Laurie Haws, PhD, DABT 

President, Risk Assessment Specialty Section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLD THE DATE: Annual 2014 SOT RASS 

Reception Will Be Wednesday Evening  

March 26, 2014 
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REACH and CLP in Europe 
Submitted by Rayetta Henderson, ToxStrategies, Inc. 

(rhenderson@toxstrategies.com) 
 

As the second registration deadline for the European Union (EU) regulation, Registration, 

Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemical substances (REACH) passes, now is a 

good time to take inventory of your company’s responsibilities.  REACH entered into force on 

June 1, 2007 aimed at improving the protection of human and environmental health, promoting 

alternative hazard testing methods, and enhancing competition among the EU chemical industry.  

REACH places the burden of proof on companies, and, as such, manufacturers and importers of 

all chemical substances in the EU must comply with requirements to identify, manage, and 

communicate risks associated with their chemicals.  In addition to REACH, the Classification, 

Labelling, and Packaging (CLP) regulation entered into force in the EU in January 2009 aligning 

the method of classifying and labeling hazardous chemicals under REACH with the United 

Nations’ Globally Harmonized System (GHS).   The transition from classification and labeling 

under the previous Dangerous Substances and Dangerous Preparations Directives to CLP will be 

complete in 2015.  Under REACH and CLP, chemical companies must submit key information 

on substances and mixtures including minimum data on human health and environmental 

hazards, risk characterization, and demonstration of safe use by workers and consumers to the 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  Once registered, ECHA conducts evaluations of the 

dossiers to determine compliance with minimum information requirements.  Subsequently, 

selected dossiers will undergo detailed evaluations by EU Member States to determine whether 

risks associated with exposure to the chemical are adequately managed.  In cases for which safe 

use cannot be demonstrated, the authorities can restrict use, or even require substitution, of 

hazardous substances. 

 

To date 32,929 registrations have been submitted to ECHA including 9,084 registrations for the 

May 2013 deadline set for substances manufactured or imported in the EU in quantities of 100 to 

>1,000 tons/year or more
1
.  The remaining deadline of May 2018 applies to all chemicals with 

production volumes of 1-100 tons/year.  Companies with chemicals in this category should 

determine if those chemicals have already been registered.  If registration is needed, companies 

should explore joining the appropriate Scientific Information Exchange Forum (SIEF) and 

determine whom the Lead Registrant for the substance will be.   Exporters to the EU also need to 

determine if they should register using an EU-based entity known as an Only Representative.  

Companies registering chemicals >10 tons/year or more should establish a strategy for gathering 

information on substance identification, intrinsic properties, and uses in order to draft a Chemical 

Safety Report.  In addition to new registrations, companies who have previously registered 

substances should continue to update their registration dossiers with new data or when changes 

in production volume or other factors warrant submission of additional information.  Even if a 

company is not an EU-based manufacturer, the company should take steps to determine if 

REACH applies to them as an importer or a downstream user.   

 
 

 

                                                 
1 http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/information-on-chemicals/registration-statistics accessed June 

14, 2013. 

http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/information-on-chemicals/registration-statistics
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Risk Assessment Links and Resources 
 

Below are some links to Government programs, reviews, and upcoming events that may be of 

interest to those in the risk assessment community: 

 

 EPA IRIS program, What’s New:  

http://www.epa.gov/iris/recent.htm  

 EPA OPPT TSCA Work Plan Chemicals: 

http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/workplan.html 

 EPA Environmental Justice:  

http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ 

 NIEHS/NTP/OHAT Systematic Review:  

http://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/?objectid=960B6F03-A712-90CB-8856221E90EDA46E  

 ATSDR Toxicological Profiles:  

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/index.asp  

 NIOSH What’s New:  

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/whatsnew/default.html  

 National Academies, Review of EPA's draft paper State of the Science on Non-monotonic 

Dose Response:  

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/projectview.aspx?key=49537 

 National Academies, Review of the IRIS Process: 

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/projectview.aspx?key=49458  

 SOT Calendar of events:  

https://www.toxicology.org/ms/events.asp 

 

 

 

Thanks to our generous sponsors who have helped 

make our 2013 and 2014 awards possible: 

Aegis, Environ, Exponent, Oxford University Press, ToxStrategies, 

and the SOT Endowment Fund Board 

 

http://www.epa.gov/iris/recent.htm
http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/workplan.html
http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
http://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/?objectid=960B6F03-A712-90CB-8856221E90EDA46E
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/index.asp
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/whatsnew/default.html
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/projectview.aspx?key=49537
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/projectview.aspx?key=49458
https://www.toxicology.org/ms/events.asp
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RASS actively encourages newly minted SOT members to also 

apply for RASS membership 

 
Recently, an initiative undertaken by the Society of Toxicology’s Membership Committee has 

been enacted by RASS and other Specialty Sections with an emphasis on recruiting new SOT 

members to consider Specialty Section membership.  While it has long been felt that active 

participation in SOT Component Groups (e.g., regional chapters, special interest groups and 

specialty sections) leads to more fulfillment as an SOT member, recent results have also 

demonstrated that component group membership is positively associated with longer-term SOT 

membership.  Under the leadership of Mike Dourson, Committee Chair and John Lipscomb, 

Membership Committee Council Contact (both Past RASS Presidents!), the Membership 

Committee has revised the member application website to query applicants for interest in 

specialty areas, and now makes the list of new SOT members available to the Specialty Sections 

in which interest was indicated.  RASS has developed an introductory letter, and now sends these 

letters along with a copy of our most recent newsletter to those members expressing an interest in 

our area.  In the two most recent membership cycles, we have sent introductory letters to 33 new 

SOT members and several have already followed through with RASS membership.    

 

 

  

RASS Webinars Continue in 2014! 

Mark your calendars for upcoming webinars, 3-4:30pm EST, on: 

Feb 12, 2014 

Apr 9, 2014 

May 14, 2014 
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RASS SPONSORED SESSIONS FOR SOT 2014 

 
Session 

Type 

Session Title Session Date 

Symposium Computational Approaches to Predict Repeat-Dose 

Toxicity: Lessons Learned from Cosmetic Ingredients 

Monday 3/24/2014 

Workshop The Doorway between Exposure and Response: How 

Biologically-Based Inhalation Dosimetry Models 

Enhance Human Health Risk Assessment 

Tuesday 3/25/2014 

Workshop Adverse Outcome Pathways: A Conceptual 

Framework for 21st Century Risk Assessment 

Tuesday 3/25/2014 

Workshop Challenges Facing the Next Generation of Risk 

Assessment 

Tuesday 3/25/2014 

Workshop Developmental Toxicity from Chemical Mixtures: 

Research to Application in Susceptible Populations 

Tuesday 3/25/2014 

Workshop Understanding Weight of Evidence: Exploring 

Different Approaches to Integrating Evidence from 

Diverse Data Streams 

Wednesday 3/26/2014 

Informational Recent Challenges Beyond the Usual Toxicological 

and Public Health Challenges in Africa 

Wednesday 3/26/2014 

Symposium Clinical Evaluation of Emerging Biomarkers of Drug-

Induced Liver Injury 

Thursday 3/27/2014 

CE Course Methodologies in Human Health Risk Assessment Sunday 3/23/2014 

CE Course Epidemiology for Toxicologists: What the Numbers 

Really Mean 

Sunday 3/23/2014 

 

Please see the SOT program for specific details. 
 

 

RASS Financial Information 
 

 

RASS Financial Status in 2012-2013:  
 

Total dues-paying members: 665 

Student: 39 

Post Doc: 26  

 

RASS General Fund 
Financial History:  
Net assets as of July 2007: $18,283  

Net assets as of July 2008: $21,621  

Net assets as of July 2009: $19,684  

Net assets as of July 2010: $21,835  

Net assets as of July 2011: $23,789  

Net assets as of July 2012: $24,883 
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2012-2013 (12 months ending June 30, 2013)  
Net Assets Beginning of Year: $24,883  

Expenses (2013 Annual Meeting +Awards): $14,017 

Income (Dues + Registration + Interest + Contributions): $18,970 

Excess (Revenue over Expense): $4,953 

Net Assets End of Year: $29,836 

 

RASS Endowment Funds (Status as of June 30, 2013) 
The RASS endowment funds continue to grow in excess of expenses and the awards being 

offered by each, ensuring sustainability for the foreseeable future. 

 

John Doull Endowment Fund 

Net Assets Beginning of Year: $30,672 

Revenue over Expenses: $3,834 

Net Assets End of Year: $34,506 

 

Perry J Gehring Endowment Fund 

Net Assets Beginning of Year: $35,473 

Revenue over Expenses: $3,713 

Net Assets End of Year: $39,456 

 

Robert J Ruben Endowment Fund (cooperative with the Mechanisms Specialty Section) 

Net Assets Beginning of Year: $34,093 

Revenue over Expenses: $3,819 

Net Assets End of Year: $37,911 

 


