
Summer has ended and we’re on to the
refreshing coolness of fall mornings
and evenings.  Leaves in New England
will soon be turning beautiful colors for
all to enjoy.  It’s a great season for
hiking, followed by freshly pressed
apple cider available at places like the
historic steam-powered cider mill in
Mystic, CT near where I live.  They
also have wonderful fresh cake donuts!  

Working in the pharmaceutical
industry, I don’t have as intimate
contact with activities in environmental
risk assessment as I once did.  The
RASS webinars, organized again by
Annie Jarabek (BIG THANKS!!!!), are
one way I keep abreast of current
topics.  During our monthly calls, I
have asked the other RASS officers to
identify what they considered hot topics
in risk assessment.  Six topics/general
issues were identified (in no particular
order of priority):   

1) High throughput screening for
toxicity and exposures:
interpretations and applications in
risk assessment,

2) Applications of read across: what
would succeed with regulators,

3) Adverse outcome pathways (AOPs)

 
 
  

   and their use in risk assessment,  
4) Systematic review and its

application in risk assessment,
particularly dose-response
analysis,

5) Globalization of risk assessment:
how to navigate international
differences in application of risk
assessment and the precautionary
principle, and

6) TSCA reform.

Hugh A. Barton, RASS President 
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President’s Message, cont. from page 1 
 
I’m pleased to report that several of these are topics of sessions accepted for the 2016 annual 
meeting (e.g., AOPs, read across) or will be RASS webinar topics.  If RASS members have 
interests or suggestions regarding activities that could be undertaken for any of these topics, feel 
free to reach out to officers via email.  Newsletter articles would also be welcome! 
 
Although still six months away, preparing for the 2016 Annual Meeting of SOT is an ongoing 
activity for the Society and RASS officers.  A wide range of sessions endorsed by RASS were 
accepted for the Program.  RASS endorsement relied upon the extensive efforts of many 
volunteers from the Section who helped review about twice as many proposals as were accepted 
(MANY THANKS!!).  Our student and post-doc representatives are already starting to plan a 
mentoring luncheon for next year building upon the success of the event at this year’s meeting.  
As always, we need volunteers to serve on our awards committees.  This year, Endowment Fund 
Stewards (see article elsewhere) have been identified and asked to help RASS raise additional 
money for the funds that support our postdoc and student awards.  This will be an important 
effort, and my thanks go to Laura, Anne, and David for volunteering to take on this role.  You’ll 
hear from them electronically and in person at the RASS reception.  RASS officers are planning 
the annual reception and welcome any suggestions from members via email.  As always, the 
meeting and reception will be a valuable opportunity to interact with colleagues, meet other 
scientists, and exchange ideas about toxicology and risk assessment.  I look forward to seeing 
many people in New Orleans next year. 
 
Hugh A. Barton 
President, Risk Assessment Specialty Section 

 
RASS Webinar Series 
 
RASS welcomes a new co-host, the Regulatory and Safety Evaluation Specialty Section, for the 
upcoming monthly webinar.  Join us Wednesday, October 14th, to discuss a topic of keen interest 
to both groups.  Dr. Edward Calabrese of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst is 
presenting The Integration of LNT and Hormesis for Cancer Risk Assessment Optimizes Public 
Health Protection.  Dr. Calabrese was awarded the 2009 Marie Curie Prize for his body of work 
on hormesis, and has a considerable set of publications investigating the basis of the linear no-
threshold (LNT) model for cancer.  The presentation file may be downloaded on Tuesday before 
COB, and may be found in the "Downloads" section the RASS homepage.  The RASS URL is as 
follows:  http://www.toxicology.org/groups/ss/RASS/downloads.asp.   
 
Due to Veteran’s Day falling on the 2nd Wednesday this year, the November webinar will be held 
on November 18th.  If you cannot participate in any of the live RASS webinars, links to the past 
webinar slides and recordings may be found on the RASS website. 
http://www.toxicology.org/groups/ss/RASS/downloads.asp 
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RASS-Endorsed Scientific Sessions Tentatively Approved by 
SOT  
 
The program committee emailed notifications of the sessions RASS endorsed that have been 
tentatively accepted.  These include three continuing education courses, one regional interest 
session, and fourteen symposia, workshop, and roundtable sessions.  There will be many sessions 
of interest to RASS membership at the 2016 SOT Annual Meeting.  Congratulations to the many 
RASS members who helped develop and shepherd these proposals, agreed to be chairs and 
speakers.  A big Thank You to those within RASS who helped review and select the proposals to 
be endorsed by RASS.    
 
Continuing Education Courses 
 
 Genetics and Population Variability in Chemical Toxicity: The What, the How and So What? 

 Adverse Outcome Pathway (AOP) Development and Evaluation 

 Human Health Risk Assessment: A Case Study Application of Principles  

Roundtable Sessions 
 
 Scientific Reproducibility: Does this Pose a Problem for 21st Century Toxicology? 

 Is a ‘Thresholdable’ Carcinogen Still a Delaney Carcinogen? 

 Trichloroethylene Exposures Resulting from Vapor Intrusion:  What Do the Data Tell About 
Potential Health Risks to Pregnant Women 

Symposia 
 
 High Content Imaging for predictive toxicology: discriminating between adverse and adaptive 

outcomes 

 A new integrated strategy to apply the Adverse Outcome Pathway (AOP) concept to link 
epidemiological and mechanistic data: judging the correlation of pesticide exposures with 
increased risk of Parkinson’s disease 

 Unknown, Unknowns: Exploring the Unidentified Fraction of Complex Mixtures 

Workshop Sessions 
 
 The Cancer Risk Assessment for Ingested Hexavalent Chromium:  Challenges and 

Controversies 

 Beyond Benchmark Dose: Advancing Probabilistic and Bayesian Approaches in Hazard 
Characterization 

 Bioactivity Based Margin of Exposure Safety Assessment: The Next Stop along the Road to 
21st Century Safety Assessments 
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RASS-CRAD Mentorship Lunch 
 
RASS/CRAD is organizing the second annual mentor/mentee luncheon at the 2016 SOT annual 
meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana. This event will feature a panel of risk assessment experts 
from various sectors including the government, academia, industry and consulting. The luncheon 
will feature an open question and answer session on career development, professional success 
and work-life balance, as well as provide an excellent opportunity for students and post-doctoral 
fellows to network with peers and mentors in a relaxed and informal setting. This mentoring 
luncheon was a great success at the SOT annual meeting last year and we look forward to 
continuing the tradition this year! We invite all students, post-doctoral fellows and potential 
mentors interested in attending this event to register by RSVP to Kausar Riaz Ahmed 
(kausarbegam@gmail.com) or Allison Franzen (afranzen@environcorp.com). 

 
Endowment Funds Stewards 
 
The RASS officers would like to introduce the Endowment Fund Steward committee: Laura 
Plunkett (chair), Anne Loccisano, and David Szabo.  This committee is developing a strategy to 
meet the goal of raising all RASS’s endowment funds to the $50,000 level desired by SOT for 
recognition as permanent funds.  RASS has three endowments funds supporting awards to 
students and postdocs - John Doull Endowment Fund, Perry J Gehring Endowment Fund, Robert 
J Ruben Endowment Fund.  See further information below in report on the RASS financial 
status. 
 
Volunteer Pool 
 
There are a number of opportunities for RASS members to get involved with RASS-related 
activities.  The Fall and Winter are all busy times of the RASS year, as the canvassing and 
judging of best papers are moving into full swing.  Your help is greatly needed! If you would 
like to enter your name into the RASS Volunteer Pool, please email Alea Goodmanson 
(agoodmanson@toxstrategies.com).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RASS Volunteer Pool 
Alea Goodmanson, Co-ordinator 

agoodmanson@toxstrategies.com 
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2016 RASS Officer Nominations 
 
RASS is one of the largest of the SOT specialty sections.  Our members having a broad spectrum 
of scientific influence, and participate in many of the most important decisions for applying 
toxicology to the greater good. This standing is and will continue to be only as strong as the 
RASS leadership.  If you or someone you know would be interested in helping direct RASS’s 
continuing presence in the field, then there are officer opportunities for which you may be a 
terrific fit.  There are three upcoming RASS officer vacancies for which nominations are being 
received:  Vice President-Elect, Councilor, and Graduate Student Representative.  This year’s 
RASS officer nominations committee includes John DeSesso (jdesesso@exponent.com), John 
Lipscomb (lipscomb.john@epa.gov), and Laurie Haws (lhaws@toxstrategies.com).  Please 
submit your nomination of yourself or a colleague to one of these committee members by 
October 31, 2015.    

 
 
RASS Financial Status  
(as of June 30, 2015) 

 

Dues-paying members: 835 
 
RASS General Fund 
Net assets as of March 31, 2015: $28,096  
 
RASS Endowment Funds  
(Status as of June 30, 2015) 
 
John Doull Endowment Fund 
Net Assets: $38,660 
 
Perry J Gehring Endowment Fund 
Net Assets: $45,526 
 
Robert J Ruben Endowment Fund 
(in cooperation with the Mechanisms  
Specialty Section) 
Net Assets: $41,838 

 
 
 
 

Attention Members: 
We encourage our members to contribute to our 
endowment funds. In particular, we are hoping to 
grow the Perry J Gehring Endowment Fund. 
Established in July 2008, this Fund was created to 
honor the legacy of Perry J. Gehring and to 
encourage students to pursue careers that utilize 
modern toxicological science in risk assessment. 
The Fund was created with initial generous gifts 
from Barbara Gehring and children and Joe and 
Teri LeBeau to memorialize Perry J. Gehring’s 
contributions to toxicology. Proceeds from the 
Fund are used to provide stipends to graduate 
student and post doc as awards for excellence in 
Risk Assessment.  

Contributing is easy: 
http://www.toxicology.org/endowment/contribute/donate.asp 

 
Visit the SOT Endowment website to see current 
contributors and learn more about the 
endowments. 
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Risk Assessment Links and Resources 

 
Below are some links to Government programs, reviews, and upcoming events that may be of 
interest to those in the risk assessment community: 
 
 EPA IRIS program, What’s New:  

http://www.epa.gov/iris/recent.htm  

 EPA OPPT TSCA Work Plan Chemicals: 
http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/workplan.html 

 EPA Environmental Justice:  
http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ 

 NIEHS/NTP/OHAT Systematic Review:  
http://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/?objectid=960B6F03-A712-90CB-8856221E90EDA46E  

 ATSDR Toxicological Profiles:  
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/index.asp  

 NIOSH What’s New:  
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/whatsnew/default.html  

 NAS/NRC Board on Environmental Studies and Toxicology of the National Research 
Council 
http://dels.nas.edu/best   

 SOT Calendar of events:  
http://www.toxicology.org/events/calendar/events.asp  

 


