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OUT-GOING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

[image: image7.wmf]My year as President of the RDT Specialty Section has come to an end, and I’d like to thank you for allowing me to serve in this capacity.  It has been a 

great year working with a wonderful group of colleagues on the Executive Committee.  I’d especially like to thank Kim Treinen, President for 2002-2003, and Past President for 

2003-2004, for her help 

and guidance in all the 

things that needed to be done.  Kim worked extremely hard in serving the Specialty Section as President last year and was very successful in putting together a strong program for the 2003 annual meeting.  As Past President this year, she chaired the committee to select the best paper in Toxicological Sciences, a huge job because of the large number of papers to review.  Please help me thank Kim and wish her great success as she goes off the Executive Committee.  I’d also like to thank Phil Mirkes, who served as Secretary-Treasurer, and Barbara Abbott, who served as Councilor and chaired the committee for Best Paper Award in Toxicology and Applied Pharmacology, for their service over the past two years.

There are three new members of Council this year:  George Foley, incoming Secretary-Treasurer, who stepped in to serve at this year’s meeting due to Phil’s absence; Jerry Heindel, incoming Vice President-Elect; and Eve Mylchreest, incoming Junior Councilor.  Kim Boekelheide will become Senior Councilor.  John Rogers is President for 2004-2005 and has already been developing a strong program for next year’s annual meeting.  Dana Shuey will be the Vice President this year.  She chaired the Trainee Award Committee this year and will chair the Program Committee for the 2006 annual meeting.  I will serve another year on the Executive Committee as Past President and will chair the Nominating Committee.  

Finally, a large vote of thanks goes to Ron Hood for continuing to edit the RDTSS Newsletter and for serving as Web Liaison for the RDTSS website.  His help has resulted in a much more informative website.  The bylaws, officers and their duties, newsletters, and minutes of the executive committee meetings can be found there.  Please take a look and send him any comments or items that you think would be of interest to members.

Assuming the by-laws revisions that were sent out recently are passed, we will add a New Career Councilor and a Student Councilor to the Executive Committee this year.  To qualify as a New Career Councilor, individuals must be within 5 years of completion of their predoctoral and postdoctoral training.  If you would like to be considered as a nominee for this position, please send me your name and a short biographical sketch for consideration for the ballot.  The New Career Councilor will be elected for two years.

A Student Councilor (pre- or postdoctoral) will be appointed by the President every two years to serve on the Executive Committee.  If you are a trainee with at least two years before completion of training, and would like to be considered for Student Councilor, or if you mentor someone that you would like to recommend for this position, please send the name and a short biographical sketch to me as soon as possible.  A letter from the mentor indicating the trainee status should accompany the submission.  

My primary goal for this year as RDTSS President was to work to attract more students to the Specialty Section.  We have had a very small number of student members, and even though our members mentor a number of trainees and the dues are free for students to join one specialty section, the number of student members has not changed.  To increase awareness of the specialty section among students, I organized a program for the annual meeting aimed specifically at trainees, entitled:  “Where the Jobs Are—In Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology.” The program included a panel of experts representing different employment sectors.  Each panelist gave a brief overview of their own employment history and current position, some ideas for students on job prospects, and how students should prepare themselves in terms of training.  The panelists included:

· Academia – Dr. Thomas Knudsen, University of Louisville

· Pharmaceutical Industry – Dr. Dana Shuey, Endo Pharmaceuticals

· Chemical Industry – Dr. George Daston, Proctor & Gamble

· Government – Dr. William Slikker, NCTR/FDA

· Contract Laboratory Industry – Dr. Rochelle Tyl, Research Triangle Institute

Judging by the large number of trainees attending (approximately 20-25), the program was successful in attracting them to the meeting.  The panelists did an excellent job in providing a clear picture of the job market in their respective organizations and, to some extent, in their sector.  I would like to thank all of them for so willingly participating in this meeting.  Hopefully, the excellent program will attract trainees to join the specialty section and participate in its activities.  

In addition to the program, because of a contribution to the specialty section by Endo Pharmaceuticals, a drawing was held for trainees for three $100 gift certificates from publishers.  Thanks to Endo for their generosity.  We hope that with such gifts we will be able to offer other opportunities for students in the future.

Again, I’d like to express my thanks for allowing me to serve as President of the Specialty Section.  I will continue to work to enhance the RDTSS activities and especially to do what I can to attract student members.
Carole Kimmel
Highlights of the 2004 RDTSS Executive Committee Meeting

· Approval of proposed bylaws amendment to add a New Career Councilor and a Student Councilor.

· Change in submission requirements for Trainee Awards from the current requirement for a complete poster in January to an extended abstract of 3-5 pages and a letter of support from the mentor.

· Suspension of the Best Paper Award for Toxicology and Applied Pharmacology, because of the small number of RDT papers in that journal.

· Addition of a requirement for at least one SOT member author on papers considered for the Best Paper Award in Toxicological Sciences.

· Estimate of budget surplus of approximately $7750, following deduction of expenses for the annual meeting.

AWARDS
Winners of the student awards were:

First place ($500; plaque; $130 certificate for Taylor and Francis books):

Jennifer Rayner, UNC-Chapel Hill, for "Detection of a critical period necessary for atrazine-induced mammary gland delays in rats."

Second place ($300; plaque; $100 certificate for Taylor and Francis books):

Kartik Shankar, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, for "Maternal undernutrition during pregnancy potentiates intrauterine growth effects of ethanol."

The winner of the award for best paper in Toxicological Sciences was:

Prasch, AL, Teraoka, H, Carney, SA, Dong, W, Hiraga, T, Stegeman, JJ, Heideman, W, and Peterson, RE.  2003.  Aryl Hydrocarbon Receptor 2 Mediates 2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin Developmental Toxicity in Zebrafish. Tox Sci 76: 138-150. 

The winner of the award for best paper in Toxicology and Applied Pharmacology was:

Danielsson BR, Skold AC, Johansson A, Dillner B, Blomgren B.  2003.  Teratogenicity by the hERG potassium channel blocking drug almokalant: use of hypoxia marker gives evidence for a hypoxia-related mechanism mediated via embryonic arrhythmia.  Tox Appl Pharm 193:168-176.
REMEMBER THE BYLAWS!
Don’t forget to vote on the Amendments to the RDTSS Bylaws – due May 26, 2004!
2004 Program Sessions Sponsored or Co-Sponsored by RDTSS
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Numerous RDTSS-related activities were included in the 43rd Annual meeting of the Society of Toxicology in Baltimore, Maryland.  The following scientific sessions were sponsored or cosponsored by the RDTSS:


Continuing Education Course

Understanding Lifespan Changes in Form and Function of the Female Reproductive System to Assess and Interpret Toxicity
Roundtable
Contribution of Neurobehavioral Assessment of Offspring to Hazard Identification and Characterization

(cosponsor = Neurotoxicology)

Symposia
· Steroid Inactivation:  Alternative Mechanisms of Endocrine Toxicity (cosponsors = Mechanisms and Molecular Biology)

· Systems Biology:  a new venue for exploring mechanisms of developmental toxicity 
· Mechanisms of Cardiovascular Toxicity by 2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin and Related Halogenated Aromatic Hydrocarbons
(cosponsored with Mechanisms)

Workshops
· Hormone Replacement Therapy: A Challenge of Risks and Benefits
(cosponsored with Women in Toxicology, Regulatory and Safety Evaluation, and Risk Assessment)

· Zebrafish-A Model Organism for Assessing Developmental Toxicity in Drug Discovery/Environmental Risk Assessment
(cosponsors = In Vitro, Neurotoxicology, and Regulatory and Safety Evaluation)

· The National Children's Study:  Progress developing methods appropriate for assessing children's exposure, biomarkers, and genetic susceptibility
(cosponsor = Neurotoxicology)

CALL FOR NEWS
Please send any newsworthy items to the RDTSS Newsletter Editor, Ron Hood, at the address listed on the cover page.  E-mail is the preferred way to send news, either in the body of the message or as an attachment.  Also, please be sure to describe the purpose of your message in the subject line of your e-mail so I won’t assume it is just more spam and delete it without ever opening it!
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ENCOURAGE YOUR STUDENTS

TO JOIN RDTSS
Mentors of graduate students, please encourage them to join our specialty section.  Our students and postdocs are the future of the RDTSS.

2004-2005 RDTSS OFFICERS

CONTACT INFORMATION
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President

John Rogers

USEPA

Reproductive Toxicology Div.

MD 67

Research Triangle Park, NC 27711

TEL:  (919) 541-5177

FAX:  (919) 541-4017

E-mail:  rogers.john@epa.gov
Vice President

Dana L. Shuey

Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Preclinical Safety Assessment

100 Painters Drive

Chadds Ford, PA 19317

TEL:  (610) 558-9800

FAX:  (610) 387-4094

E-mail:  shuey.dana@Endo.com
Vice President-elect

Jerrold Heindel

NIEHS, DERT

P O Box 12233

Mail Drop EC23

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
TEL: (919) 541-0781

Fax: (919) 541-5064

E-mail: heindelj@niehs.nih.gov
Secretary/Treasurer

George Foley

Pfizer, Inc.

Safety & Risk Management

MS 2-1B/1

2800 Plymouth Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

TEL: (734) 622-3383

FAX: (734) 622-1778
E-mail: george.foley@pfizer.com
Past President

Carole A. Kimmel

US EPA

[image: image10.wmf]National Center for Environmental Assessment (8623-D) 
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

TEL:  (202) 564-3307

FAX:  (202) 565-0078

E-mail:  kimmel.carole@epa.gov

Senior Councilor

Kim Boekelheide

Brown University

Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine

171 Meeting Street

P O Box G B587

Providence, RI 02912

TEL:  (401) 863-1783

FAX:  (401) 863-9008

E-mail:  kim_boekelheide@brown.edu
Junior Councilor

Eve Mylchreest
[image: image11.wmf]DuPont Haskell Laboratory

Developmental Reproductive and Neurobehavioral Tox

1090 Elkton Road

P O Box 50

Newark, DE 19714

TEL: (302) 366-6543

FAX: (302) 366-5003

E-mail: eve.mylchreest@usa.dupont.com
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