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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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I look forward to another exciting year of science and comradery from the RDTSS, and to working with all of you to make it our best year yet.  Thanks to Carole Kimmel for all her work as RDTSS President in  2003-2004—Carole did a great job and brought her well-known energy and commitment to bear on making the year successful for the Specialty Section.  As current Past-President, she will chair the Nominations Committee which is responsible for assembling a slate of candidates for 2005/2006 officers (Vice President Elect and Junior Councilor).  Please contact Carole (kimmel.carole@epa.gov) to nominate members for office or to express interest in helping her assemble the slate of candidates.  Thanks also to our outgoing officers for their work and contributions to the RDTSS—Barbara Abbott (Councilor), Phil Mirkes (Secretary /Treasurer), and Kimberley Treinen (Past-President).  Our new officers for this year are Jerry Heindel (Vice President Elect), George Foley (Secretary/Treasurer), and Eve Mylchreest (Junior Councilor).  Dana Shuey is our Vice President and Kim Boekelheide is our Senior Councilor.  Kim will assemble and chair a committee to review reproductive and developmental papers published in Toxicological Sciences for determination of the RDTSS Best Paper Award.  Contact Kim (kim_boekelheide@brown.edu) if you are interested in assisting him in this effort.  Ron Hood continues to serve as editor of the RDTSS Newsletter, working hard to bring news to the members in a timely fashion, including the difficult task of getting submissions from many busy people.  He also serves as the RDTSS website liaison to make sure that our website is kept updated.


Probably the most important activity of the RDTSS is the nomination of reproductive and developmental toxicology Continuing Education Courses, Symposia, Workshops, and Roundtables for the Annual Meeting Program.  The Section has a great track record for acceptance of our nominations by the SOT Program Committee, and we have some key sessions in the program for the 2005 meeting in New Orleans.  Thanks to all of you for the many ideas put forth last year, and for the lively discussion at the face-to-face meeting in Baltimore to rank the ideas for submission.  Please begin to formulate your ideas for the 2006 meeting, as we will need to submit our ranked nominations shortly following the 2005 Annual Meeting.  The better thought-out and developed our proposals are, the better chance we will have of getting them accepted and seeing the reproductive and developmental toxicology sessions we want to see at the 2006 meeting.  Dana Shuey will be soliciting ideas for RDTSS-sponsored program sessions for the 2006 meeting.  Send Dana your ideas for sessions and potential speakers (shuey.dana@Endo.com).  Also consider possible co-sponsorships with other Specialty Sections.  Eve Mylchreest (eve.mylchreest@usa.dupont.com) will be helping Dana on the Program Committee.


Our current RDTSS roster on the SOT website lists 283 names. We have a large and vibrant Specialty Section.  Remember that the primary income for the Section comes from member dues, so be sure to renew your membership in RDTSS each year when you pay your SOT dues.  Additional funds come to the Specialty Sections from the Annual Meeting, allowing us to have our reception and to give our awards at the face-to-face meeting.  Please confirm that your information is correct in the SOT member on-line directory.


The RDTSS makes 2-3 Student Awards (monetary awards, plaques, and book certificates) each year for best pre/postdoctoral presentations at the Annual Meeting.  If you are mentor for a predoctoral student or a postdoctoral fellow, please encourage them to apply for these awards by submitting materials to Jerry Heindel (heindelj@niehs.nih.gov). The criteria for the awards are outlined on the SOT website, as well as later in this newsletter.


Student participation in RDTSS and in the scientific program of the Annual Meeting is crucial for the continued vitality of our science.  Please encourage all students to participate and to take advantage of the awards programs available to them from the RDTSS, as well as from other Specialty Sections and the SOT in general.


Remember—get involved and stay involved in the RDTSS and SOT—there are so many ways in which we each can contribute, and your help is needed!  Feel free to make any suggestions to me (rogers.john@epa.gov) or any of the other officers about how the Section might better meet your wants and needs.  See you all in New Orleans
Laissez les Bon Temps Rouler! 
John Rogers
SOT ANNUAL MEETING 2005
[image: image5.wmf]It is time to begin planning to attend the 44th Annual meeting of the Society of Toxicology to be held in New Orleans, LA, March 6-10, 2005.  There should be many events of interest to members of the RDTSS, as can be seen from reviewing the following impressive list of scientific sessions sponsored or cosponsored by our specialty section:

Continuing Education Courses

AM03:  Developmental Toxicology Studies: Design, Interpretation and Risk Assessment
PM08:  Male Reproductive Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment in Pharmaceutical Development (What Do You Do Now That You Have a Signal?)
Symposia
Developmental Expression of Human Phase I and Phase II Toxicant Metabolizing Enzymes: Impact on Early Life Stage Susceptibility
Environmental Factors Affecting Breast Cancer Susceptibility

Systems Biology:  Approaches and Applications in Toxicology
Developmental Toxicology of the Lung

Workshop
Dosimetry and Potential Impacts on Reproductive/Developmental Study Design and Interpretation for Risk or Safety Assessment
Sunset Session
Developmental Toxicology Evaluations:  Issues with Including Neurotoxicology and Immunotoxicology Assessments
RDTSS OFFICER ROLL CALL

The RDTSS thanks the members who have graciously agreed to accept nominations for Vice President-Elect and Councilor.  The 2004-2005 officers are:

· President:  John Rogers

· Vice President:  Dana Shuey

· Vice President-elect:  Jerrold Heindel
· Secretary/Treasurer:  George Foley
· Past President:  Carole Kimmel

· Councilors:  Kim Boekelheide and Eve Mylchreest
See the end of this newsletter for contact information for these officers.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The RDTSS is calling for nominations for the following positions for the 2005-2006 Executive Committee:
·   Vice President-Elect

·   Councilor

Also, please note that nominations are needed for two new positions (pending approval by the SOT Council):

·   NEW CAREER COUNCILOR (must be someone in his/her first five years out of training)

·   STUDENT COUNCILOR (Interested students can also volunteer to be considered for this position.  President Rogers will select one Student Councilor from among those nominated.)
Questions regarding the duties associated with any of the positions listed above can be addressed to Carole Kimmel, who is Chair of the Nominating Committee, or to any of the current RDTSS officers.  Please send names and contact information for nominees to Carole at kimmel.carole@epa.gov.
PLANNING FOR SOT 2006
As John Rogers said in his President’s message, it is time to start thinking about program ideas for the 2006 meeting!  I know it seems like a long way off, but it’s not too early to start thinking about ideas for symposia, workshops, roundtables, and continuing education courses for the 2006 SOT meeting.  As you know, proposals are due to the Program Committee soon after the 2005 annual meeting (April 30, 2005).  Proposals that are well-developed, with strong support from multiple specialty sections generally have the best chance for acceptance. So, with that in mind, we'd like to have a slate in hand by the 2005 meeting to discuss and finalize at the Specialty Section business meeting.  For CE courses, mechanistically-oriented courses are emphasized, as are those that demonstrate the application of new technologies to problems in toxicology.  Please consider these and other topics, and begin developing proposals.  Use the web site form available at (www.toxicology.org) for submissions and guidelines.  Consider other specialty sections that might be interested and indicate those on the form as well.  Please send proposals to RDTSS VP Dana Shuey by February 1, 2005, at shuey.dana@endo.com.  Proposals will be compiled and summarized for presentation at the annual meeting.
CALL FOR NEWS

Please send any newsworthy items to the RDTSS Newsletter Editor, Ron Hood, at the address listed on the cover page.  Email is the preferred way to send news, either in the body of the message or as an attachment.  Also, please be sure to describe the purpose of your message in the subject line of your email, so I won’t assume it is just more spam and delete it without ever opening it!
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR GRADUATE STUDENT and POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH AWARDS
Applications for RDTSS Graduate Student/Postdoctoral Awards are now being accepted for the 44th Annual Meeting of the Society of Toxicology in New Orleans, LA.

SOT plaques, along with two or three cash awards (depending on the number of pre- and postdoctoral submissions), and certificates for books from Taylor and Francis will be presented at the RDTSS meeting.

The awards will be given for research submitted for presentation at the SOT meeting in any of the following areas:
a)  Male or Female Reproductive Toxicology, or

b)  Teratology/Developmental Toxicology
Applicants for the awards must submit the following by January 6, 2005:
1.  Full presentation (including figures and tables, reason for study, and significance of results), OR an extended abstract of 3-5 pages.

2.  A letter of support by the sponsor of the student/postdoctoral fellow.

3.  A cover letter outlining the significance of the work to the field of reproductive or developmental toxicology.

All submitted documents will be treated as privileged information.

Electronic submissions are strongly encouraged.
Complete applications must be submitted by January 6, 2005.  Applications may be submitted by US Mail, FEDEX or other overnight/courier, or electronically to:
Jerrold Heindel

NIEHS, DERT

P O Box 12233

Mail Drop EC23

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
TEL: (919) 541-0781

Fax: (919) 541-5064

E-mail: heindelj@niehs.nih.gov
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ENCOURAGE YOUR STUDENTS

TO JOIN RDTSS
Mentors of graduate students, please encourage them to join our specialty section.  Our students and postdocs are the future of the RDTSS.

2004-2005 RDTSS OFFICERS

CONTACT INFORMATION
President

John Rogers

USEPA

Reproductive Toxicology Div.

MD 67

Research Triangle Park, NC 27711

TEL:  (919) 541-5177

FAX:  (919) 541-4017

E-mail:  rogers.john@epa.gov
Vice President

Dana L. Shuey

Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Preclinical Safety Assessment

100 Painters Drive

Chadds Ford, PA 19317

TEL:  (610) 558-9800

FAX:  (610) 387-4094

E-mail:  shuey.dana@Endo.com
Vice President-elect

Jerrold Heindel

NIEHS, DERT

P O Box 12233

Mail Drop EC23

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
TEL: (919) 541-0781

Fax: (919) 541-5064

E-mail: heindelj@niehs.nih.gov
For express mail only, use the following:

79 T.W. Alexander Drive

4401 Bldg, 3rd Floor
Secretary/Treasurer

George Foley

Pfizer, Inc.

Safety & Risk Management

MS 2-1B/1

2800 Plymouth Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

TEL: (734) 622-3383

FAX: (734) 622-1778

E-mail: george.foley@pfizer.com
Past President

Carole A. Kimmel

US EPA

[image: image6.wmf]National Center for Environmental Assessment (8623-D) 
[image: image7.wmf]Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

TEL:  (202) 564-3307

FAX:  (202) 565-0078

E-mail:  kimmel.carole@epa.gov 
Senior Councilor

Kim Boekelheide

Brown University

Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine

171 Meeting Street

P O Box G B587

Providence, RI 02912

TEL:  (401) 863-1783

FAX:  (401) 863-9008

E-mail:  kim_boekelheide@brown.edu
Junior Councilor

Eve Mylchreest
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Developmental Reproductive and Neurobehavioral Tox

1090 Elkton Road

P O Box 50

Newark, DE 19714

TEL: (302) 366-6543

FAX: (302) 366-5003

E-mail: eve.mylchreest@usa.dupont.com
