5
1

VOL. XXII, No. 2
September, 2005
-NEWSLETTER-

Reproductive & Developmental

Toxicology

A Specialty Section of the Society of Toxicology

[image: image3.wmf]


        Editor:  Ronald D. Hood





Ronald D. Hood & Associates





Toxicology Consultants





Box 870344





Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0344





TEL:  (205) 348-1817





FAX:  (205) 348-1786





E-mail:  rhood@as.ua.edu
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

[image: image4.wmf]I hope that everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. In August I had the opportunity to attend the first face-to-face SOT Specialty Section President and Vice President’s meeting in Chicago.  The meeting was held over 1½ days and was intended to increase interaction among specialty sections and to provide an opportunity to share our experiences.  SOT would like to see an increased role for specialty sections in fulfilling its goals, particularly in the areas of education and outreach, and a great deal of time was spent discussing these topics.  Other areas of focus included the annual meeting program, increasing student membership/involvement in specialty sections, and increasing specialty section activity outside of the annual meeting.  

Last week RDTSS council and officers met by teleconference to discuss these topics and to determine what changes we might incorporate to help achieve these goals.  I would like to summarize this discussion in brief.  Specific topics are also covered elsewhere in this newsletter.

·   Annual meeting program. There will be increased priority given to proposals that are jointly developed by multiple specialty sections. This is intended to increase interaction among specialty sections and maximize session interest to a broad audience. In the past, secondary endorsement has generally been requested after a proposal has been submitted by the primary specialty section, and the secondary specialty section usually has little opportunity for real input. Therefore, proposals that represent a true collaboration among specialty sections will be given high priority for acceptance. What this means for us is that topics must be identified earlier and potential partnering specialty sections identified and contacted. See Call for Proposals elsewhere in this newsletter. Remember - suggesting a topic does not obligate you to develop and chair the session, so please submit your ideas even if you cannot commit to further developing them. 


·   Education Committee. With continued advancement of the “omics” and molecular research and the related impact on research funding, one of the greatest challenges we face in reproductive and developmental toxicology is the decline of education and training in the fundamentals, particularly classical teratology. RDTSS is forming an education committee whose objective will be to identify potential ways to help address this concern (e.g., develop a package of lecture materials that can be provided to graduate programs with a list of potential guest lecturers). Leadership and structure of this committee has yet to be finalized. Please contact me if you are interested in being involved.


·   Student Awards. RDTSS is exploring the possibility of having a dedicated student poster session at the annual meeting where presentations will be judged as the basis for the student awards. This session would be in addition to the student’s regularly assigned presentation and scheduled early during the meeting to allow for presentation of the award at the RDTSS reception. Details have not been finalized, so stay tuned to the SOT awards website and future e-mails.


·   Scientific Achievement Award. At the 2006 annual meeting, RDTSS will institute a scientific achievement award. All RDTSS members are eligible for this award, which may be presented for lifetime achievement or contribution of a particularly influential body of work. See Call for Nominations elsewhere in this newsletter.


·   Seminar Series. As a means to increase SS activity outside of the annual meeting, SOT HQ has made resources available to set up teleconference or web-based seminars. These could be conducted on a regular (e.g., monthly or quarterly) or an irregular, occasional basis. The RDTSS executive committee is interested in member input on the level of interest for this type of activity (both in attending and presenting). A separate e-mail will be sent for response.


·   Position papers. SOT would like to see an increase in the submission of topics for position papers. Potential topics can be proposed by any SOT member. When a topic has been proposed and accepted, SOT council relies on appropriate specialty sections to provide expertise in developing/authoring these position papers. Additional details for submission of topics and council procedures for developing papers can be found at the SOT website.


· [image: image5.wmf]  Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT). SOT would also like to see an increase in proposals for CCT meetings, which can be cosponsored by specialty sections. Details and instructions for submission of proposals are available at the SOT website.


·   Sponsorship of outside meetings. SOT is encouraging specialty sections to consider sponsorship of meetings outside of the annual meeting. This could represent financial support to the primary sponsoring organization (though this is least desirable) or joint sponsorship of a meeting (e.g., with another specialty section or a regional chapter meeting). If you would like to propose such a meeting or are aware of a meeting that you feel would be appropriate for RDTSS support or sponsorship, please contact any member of the RDTSS executive committee (listed elsewhere in this newsletter) who will present it to the executive committee for consideration.

From this extensive list of activities, I hope that you can appreciate the increasing attention being paid to the contributions and roles of specialty sections, both in the planning of the annual meeting and in fulfilling SOT’s vision. There are many growing opportunities for RDTSS member contribution, and I hope you will consider increasing your own involvement in these activities. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any comments or questions regarding any of these or other issues related to RDTSS.

Very best regards,

Dana Shuey

RDTSS President

SOT ANNUAL MEETING 2006
It is time to begin planning to attend the 45th Annual meeting of the Society of Toxicology to be held in San Diego, CA, March 5-9, 2006.  There should be several events of interest to members of the RDTSS, as can be seen from reviewing the following list of scientific sessions of particular interest to members of our specialty section:

Continuing Education Courses

AM & PM:  Reproductive Toxicity Testing: Study Designs, Evaluation, Interpretation, and Risk Assessment (presented in both AM and PM)
Symposia
Gene Nutrient Environment Interactions as Risk Factors for Birth Defects:  Fumonisin, Folate, Genetic Variation, and Neural Tube Defects
Obesity:  Developmental Origins and Environmental Influences
Role of Epigenetics in the Fetal Basis of Adult Disease

Workshop
Potential Human Health Risk from Estrogenic Food and Consumer Product Additives:  How Much is Real and How Much is Hype?
Roundtable
Research and Development of Child Specific Protection in California
RDTSS OFFICER ROLL CALL

The RDTSS thanks the members who graciously agreed to accept nominations for Vice President-Elect, Councilor, and New Career Councilor.  The 2005-2006 officers are:

· President:  Dana Shuey
· Vice President:  Jerrold Heindel
· Vice President-elect:  Rochelle Tyl
· Secretary/Treasurer:  George Foley

· Past President:  John Rogers
· Councilors:  Eve Mylchreest and William Kelce
· New Career Councilor:  Barry McIntyre

· Student Councilor:  Rayetta Grasty
See the end of this newsletter for contact information for these officers.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The RDTSS is calling for nominations for the following positions for the 2006-2007 Executive Committee:
·   Vice President-Elect

·   Secretary-Treasurer

·   Councilor

Questions regarding the duties associated with any of these positions should be addressed to John Rogers, who is chair of the Nominating Committee.  Self nominations are welcomed if you are personally interested in serving the RDTSS.  Please send names and contact information for nominees to John at rogers.john@epa.gov.

PLANNING FOR SOT 2007
It is time to start thinking about program ideas for the 2007 meeting!  I know it seems like a long way off, but it’s not too early to start thinking about ideas for symposia, workshops, roundtables, and continuing education courses for the 2007 SOT meeting.  As you know, proposals are due to the Program Committee soon after the 2006 annual meeting.  Proposals that are well-developed and that were developed with the active participation of multiple specialty sections generally have the best chance for acceptance.  So, with that in mind, we'd like to have a slate in hand by the 2006 meeting to discuss and finalize at the Specialty Section business meeting.  Use the web site form available at www.toxicology.org for submissions and guidelines.  Consider other specialty sections that might be interested and indicate those on the form as well.  Please send proposals to RDTSS VP Jerrold Heindel by February 1, 2006, at heindelj@niehs.nih.gov.  Proposals will be compiled and summarized for presentation at the annual meeting.
CALL FOR NEWS

Please send any newsworthy items to the RDTSS Newsletter Editor, Ron Hood, at the address listed on the cover page.  Email is the preferred way to send news, either in the body of the message or as an attachment.  Also, please be sure to describe the purpose of your message in the subject line of your email, so your editor won’t assume it is just more spam and delete it without ever opening it!
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR GRADUATE STUDENT and POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH AWARDS
Applications for RDTSS Graduate Student/Postdoctoral Awards are now being accepted for the 45th Annual Meeting of the Society of Toxicology in San Diego, California.

SOT plaques, along with two or three cash awards (depending on the number of pre- and postdoctoral submissions), and certificates for books from Taylor and Francis will be presented at the RDTSS meeting.
The awards will be given for research submitted for presentation at the SOT meeting in any of the following areas:
a)  Male or Female Reproductive Toxicology, or

b)  Teratology/Developmental Toxicology
RDTSS is exploring the possibility of having a dedicated student poster session at the annual meeting, where presentations will be judged as the basis for the student awards.  This session would be in addition to the student’s regularly assigned presentation and would be scheduled early during the meeting to allow for presentation of the award at the RDTSS reception.  

Once application requirements are finalized a separate email will be distributed, and details will also be posted on the Awards Page of the SOT website.  Applications for the awards must be submitted by January 21, 2006, and electronic submissions are strongly encouraged.
All submitted documents will be treated as privileged information.  Applications may be submitted by US Mail, FEDEX or other overnight/courier, or electronically to:
Rochelle Tyl

RTI International
Center for Life Sciences & Toxicology
Hermann Building
3040 Cornwallis Road
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709-2194
TEL: (919) 541-5972

FAX: (919) 541-5956

E-mail: rwt@rti.org
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SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Recognize Your Distinguished Colleagues With the New RDTSS Scientific Achievement Award!

The RDTSS Executive Committee has instituted a new award to be given annually to a member of the Specialty Section.  All RDTSS members are eligible for this award, which may be presented for lifetime achievement or for contribution of a particularly influential body of work.  Awardees will receive a plaque from the RDTSS.  Please give some thought to this exciting new award, and send nominations to John Rogers, Chair of the Nominating Committee, at rogers.john@epa.gov.  Please include a short narrative or list of the accomplishments upon which you base your nomination.  All nominees will be forwarded to the Executive Committee, who will choose the 2006-2007 awardee.  

ENCOURAGE YOUR STUDENTS

TO JOIN RDTSS
Mentors of graduate students, please encourage them to join our specialty section.  Our students and postdocs are the future of the RDTSS.
RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST

Briggs, Gerald. G., Roger, K Freeman and Sumner J. Yaffe (Eds.)  2005.  Drugs in Pregnancy and Lactation, 7th Ed.  Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Philadelphia, PA, 1,858 pp.
Hood, Ronald D. (Ed.).  2005.  Developmental and Reproductive Toxicology, a Practical Approach.  CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, 1168 pp.

Guzelian, Philip S, Michael S. Victoroff, N. Christine Halmes, Robert C. James and Christopher P. Guzelian.  2005.  Evidence-based toxicology: a comprehensive framework for causation.  Hum. Exp. Toxicol. 24:161-201.
SOT AWARDS AVAILABLE

In recognition of distinguished toxicologists and students, SOT presents several prestigious awards each year.  Award recipients receive a plaque and a generous stipend, are listed in the annual Membership Directory, posted on the SOT Web site, and are honored at a special Awards Ceremony at the SOT Annual Meeting.  Information regarding the individual awards and mandatory application forms are available at the SOT Web site at www.toxicology.org/ai/af/awards.aspx.  
The deadline for nominations for the 2006 awards is October 9, 2005.

Nominations and applications from areas in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas severely impacted by Hurricane Katrina have a two-week grace period, with the deadline extended to October 24.
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NIEHS announces new grant award for outstanding new investigators. 

The Outstanding New Environmental Scientist Award is intended to identify outstanding scientists who are in the early, formative stages of their careers and who intend to make a long term career commitment to research in the mission areas of the NIEHS. It is expected to assist them in launching an innovative research program focusing on problems of environmental exposures and human biology, human pathophysiology, and human disease. 

Eligible principal investigators include individuals who have fewer than eight years of postdoctoral experience at the time of application and who have faculty appointments that are tenure track or equivalent.  Ineligible individuals include current and former principal investigators on NIH research projects (R01), sub-projects of program projects (P01) or Center Grants with research components (P50), or equivalent research grant awards.  Applicants will be expected to devote at least 50% time and effort to the award and have a long term commitment to research in the environmental health sciences. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-05-005.html
NIEHS releases new program to stimulate collaborations between basic scientists and epidemiologists/clinicians to advance understanding of the etiology, prevention, and treatment of environmentally-induced human diseases.
Applications responsive to this solicitation may be either exploratory in nature, laying the foundation of long term collaborations or attaining proof of principle for an innovative collaborative approach, or they may be continued development of established collaborations.  In either instance, applications must focus on a specific human disease or disorder where there is evidence of or a strong rationale for the involvement of environmental factors in its etiology or phenotypic expression and must involve research at both the basic and clinical levels.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-05-168.html
2005-2006 RDTSS
OFFICERS

CONTACT INFORMATION

President

Dana L. Shuey

Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Preclinical Safety Assessment

100 Endo Blvd.
Chadds Ford, PA 19317

TEL:  (610) 558-9800

FAX:  (484) 840-4291
E-mail:  shuey.dana@Endo.com
Vice President

Jerrold Heindel

NIEHS, DERT

P O Box 12233

Mail Drop EC23

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
TEL:  (919) 541-0781

Fax:  (919) 541-5064

E-mail: heindelj@niehs.nih.gov
Vice President-elect

Rochelle Tyl

RTI International
Center for Life Sciences & Toxicology
Hermann Building
3040 Cornwallis Road
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709-2194
TEL: (919) 541-5972

FAX: (919) 541-5956

E-mail: rwt@rti.org
Secretary/Treasurer

George Foley

Pfizer, Inc.

Safety & Risk Management

MS 2-1B/1

2800 Plymouth Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

TEL: (734) 622-3383

FAX: (734) 622-1778

E-mail: george.foley@pfizer.com
Past President

John Rogers

USEPA

Reproductive Toxicology Div.

MD 67

Research Triangle Park, NC 27711

TEL:  (919) 541-5177

FAX:  (919) 541-4017

E-mail:  rogers.john@epa.gov
Senior Councilor

Eve Mylchreest
DuPont Haskell Laboratory

Developmental Reproductive and Neurobehavioral Tox

1090 Elkton Road

P O Box 50

Newark, DE 19714

TEL:  (302) 366-6543

FAX:  (302) 366-5003

E-mail: eve.mylchreest@usa.dupont.com
Junior Councilor

William Kelce

POZEN, Inc

[image: image7.wmf]Preclinical Development

1414 Raleigh Road

Chapel Hill, NC 27517

TEL: (919) 913-1061

[image: image8.wmf]FAX: (919) 913-1039

E-mail: wkelce@pozen.com 

New Career Councilor
Barry McIntyre

[image: image9.wmf]Schering Plough Research Institute
Reproductive Toxicology
P O Box 32
144 Route 94
Lafayette, NJ 07848
TEL:  (973) 940-4639

FAX:  (973) 940-4509
E-mail: barry.mcintyre@spcorp.com
Student Councilor

Rayetta Grasty

Exponent
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 772-4959
FAX:  (202) 772-4979
E-mail:  rgrasty@exponent.com 
