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Special Issue 2011
SOT News

President’s Message
Since we are preparing the 2011 ‘Special Issue’ of the SOT Communiqué, that
means that our 50th Annual Meeting is around the corner. This newsletter is
loaded with information that will assist you in scheduling your time at the
2011 Annual Meeting. I want to highlight some important plans for our
upcoming meeting that distinguish it from any of our previous meetings. You
have already heard that we will have four plenary speakers this year and
immediately preceding my introduction of the Plenary Opening Lecture on
Monday at 7:45 AM, there will be a ‘special presentation.’ I will present the
‘Landmark Plaque’ to Gary Carlson (Purdue University). Dr. Carlson is the
current chair of the National Academy of Sciences/National Research Council
President
(NAS/NRC) Committee on Toxicology. This plaque will commemorate the
Michael P.
fact that Harry W. Hays, one of the SOT’s nine Founders, was the director of
Holsapple
what would eventually become known as the Advisory Center on Toxicology
at the NAS/NRC. After the decision was made to create the Society on
Saturday, March 4, 1961, the first organizational meeting took place at that Center’s office where
seven of the Founders were gathered—the other two Founders joined in this historical discussion by
phone. Please come to the Convention Center a few minutes early on Monday morning for this
historic remembrance of the start of our Society almost 50 years to the day!
My next two highlights concerning the 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting are primarily directed at
those of us, who are ‘creatures of habit.’ First, while we will have our annual Awards Presentation on
Sunday night, March 6—from 5:15 PM to 6:30 PM—if you haven’t already noticed, there will be no
traditional opening reception that night. So, if you wander around the Convention Center looking for
the opening reception on Sunday night, it will not be found. Instead, the 50th Anniversary Celebration
Event will take place on Tuesday, March 8, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM. Tickets are required for the
Celebration Event and can be purchased through the SOT Annual Meeting registration link on our
home page. Second, when is the last time you participated in the annual Members Business Meeting?
Even if you have never attended an SOT Business Meeting, you are encouraged to attend this year’s
50th Anniversary Member Celebration Meeting, which will take place from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM, on
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Tuesday, March 8—just before the Celebration Event. One of the planned activities of this special
Member’s Celebration Meeting will be to highlight the preparations for the SOT 2011 Time Capsule,
which will be opened in 2036, at the time of the Society’s 75th Anniversary. What better way to start
the celebration that evening than by spending some time with your fellow SOT members as we
commemorate the past 50 years of the Society, and set the stage for the next 50 years!
As I have done in previous Messages, I would like to highlight the reviews of components of our
Strategic Plan, which were conducted during recent Council meetings. In November, Council
members, Susan J. Borghoff and Donald A. Fox, reviewed Strategic Priority #4—Expand and
Deepen Member Engagement. Their review started with the recognition that the SOT is addressing a
number of issues as it relates to member engagement. The Society is committed to providing the most
effective and critical career resources to promote the professional development of each and every
member, across all career stages. The Society recognizes that, if members believe that they benefit
directly from superior services, they will also benefit indirectly through their engagement in these
services, and that this interaction will propel and sustain professional development. The Society has a
long tradition of providing outstanding services to its membership. As the field of Toxicology
continues to evolve, so must the SOT and its membership through the breadth and depth of our
member services. Accordingly, several Key Objectives within Strategic Priority #4 are paramount if
the Society is to meet the challenge of enhancing the professional development of all of its members.
Space will only allow me to highlight a few examples of the accomplishments of our Committees and
Task Forces in this regard. While the efforts of the Scientific Liaison Task Force (SLTF) are aimed at
inter-society symposia, meetings, etc., issues of education, training, and mentoring were raised at the
July 2010 Human Health and Disease Prevention Summit, and it likely that educational initiatives will
be a focal point of the SLTF in 2011 and beyond. The Student Advisory Council (SAC) used feedback
from surveys to make improvements to their communication and student programming with particular
attention to the content and organizational structure of their “Lunch with an Expert” program at the
Annual Meeting. The Postdoctoral Assembly (PDA) engaged in extensive efforts that resulted in
recruitment of postdoctoral representatives for more of the Society’s component groups (e.g.,
Specialty Sections, Regional Chapters, and Special Interest Groups). Both the SAC and the PDA are
leading the members of the Society in their use of ToXchange as our main social networking tool, and
both have explored greater use of webinars as educational and outreach tools. Council has long
believed that the future leaders of our Society are developed by their participation in the SAC and the
PDA, and encourage all of our members to support these critically important organizations. One way
to do so would be to attend their joint session on the “Fetal Basis of Adult Disease” at the 2011
Annual Meeting. The Education Committee has developed a number of new initiatives aimed at
expanding and deepening member engagement. An Undergraduate Educator Award will be given in
2011 based on a recommendation by the Education Committee, and plans are under development for
the SOT Education Summit in 2011. Finally, Drs. Borghoff and Fox ended their discussion with a
number of suggestions aimed at developing a framework and metrics to gauge the impact of the SOT
and its activities. A new Data Development Task Force will assure that the capabilities and
infrastructure are available to the Membership Committee and others to base assessment and decisionmaking on evidence that provides insights into our membership or issues in other areas. For example,
the Membership Committee, in conjunction with the Data Development Task Force, and others could
explore how our Society will be affected by emerging trends in health sciences and demographics, and
by our own Strategic Priorities. An appropriate evidence-based strategy should direct activities that
improve current services and create services that respond to evolving member needs. The SOT should
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increase emphasis on smaller groups, including Regional Chapters, Specialty Sections, and Special
Interest Groups, as we deepen member engagement and create new opportunities for members with
like needs and interests to interact. Finally, the programming of the annual and other meetings should
be designed to bring together divergent groups for cross-fertilization and synergy.
At the January meeting, Council members, Matthew S. Bogdanffy and John B. Morris, reviewed
the final Strategic Priority (#5)—Strengthen Organizational Effectiveness. They began the discussion
by presenting an overview. For nearly 50 years, SOT has successfully provided quality programs and
services to meet member needs. SOT has a strong base of members, infrastructure, and resources.
However, in an ever-changing environment, SOT must strengthen its organizational effectiveness to
achieve its vision and make lasting contributions to its members and society. Not too surprisingly,
there are a number of our existing committees and task forces that are aligned with the Strategic
Priority to strengthen organizational effectiveness but space will permit me to highlight only a few
examples of critical accomplishments attributed to this alignment. As an example of enhancing
internal and external communication capability, the Communications Committee has implemented an
editorial board to review the materials it posts on the SOT website. The aforementioned plans for the
SOT Education Summit in 2011 by the Education Committee is another example of expanding SOT’s
role beyond the Annual Meeting. The Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT) Committee is
considered an untapped, but critical, component to this objective. The PDA and SAC play key roles in
developing the future leadership of the SOT, and as noted above, have taken the lead in using
ToXchange, clearly an example of aligning our organizational structure with our strategic plan. Drs.
Bogdanffy and Morris ended their review by noting that we do not have a consolidated picture of
progress against this Strategic Priority. They emphasized that good work is conducted by dedicated
members and headquarters staff; but that there is presently no way of assuring that the committee and
task force activities are aligned with this strategic priority. Their overall recommendation is that we
need a coherent process to ensure that our structure is optimally aligned with the strategic objectives,
and that dollars are being optimally spent.
In January, Council also received and discussed a Budget Trend Analysis from Dr. Morris, SOT
Treasurer-elect. He highlighted that the ‘big picture’ for our net revenue indicated that the biggest
contributors were our Annual Meeting, our journal (Toxicological Sciences), and our
member/corporate dues, and that both the Career Resource and Development (CRAD) Committee and
our CCT meetings turned a profit. It was particularly important to note that the profits of our journal
significantly exceeded the predicted growth which was estimated at 5% per year. The other side of the
‘big picture’ is that the expenses of our strategic activities in 2009 and 2010 significantly exceeded the
predicted growth which was estimated at 5% per year. As a result of this analysis, when the new
2011–2012 Council addresses our Strategic Plan, we will be committed to encouraging the
development and implementation of metrics, as highlighted above, and pressing all of our Committees
and Task Forces to gauge their objectives and accomplishments in the context of a returnon-investment. There is no question that the Society is financially very solid. To maintain our sound
financial foundation, we must continue to balance our expectations for our strategic plans with our
commitment to financial stewardship.
In closing, I look forward to seeing you at the 50th Annual Meeting of the Society in Washington,
D.C. As this will be the last time that I will prepare the ‘President’s Message’, I want you to know that
serving as your President of the Society of Toxicology, especially as we approach our 50th
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Anniversary, has been the high point of my professional life. It has been a pleasure working with the
2010–2011 Council and the Headquarters staff over the last year. I want to thank everyone for the
patience, support, and encouragement you have shown me the past few months. I want to wish good
luck to Jon Cook, as the incoming President of the SOT, and all of the members of the 2011–2012
Council. I look forward to working with you as we begin the process of facing the challenges for the
next 50 years.
Michael P. Holsapple
2010–2011 SOT President

Society of Toxicology Turns 50!
50th Anniversary Annual Meeting—A Landmark Event
The Society will feature more than 3,070 presentations including featured lectures and the recently
programmed late-breaking and extended grace period abstracts. This impressive number exceeds all
past Annual Meetings.
For the first time in its 50-year history, the SOT Annual Meeting will feature multiple plenary
lecturers and will highlight an expanded “Meet the Director” series of lectures. Six lecturers from
diverse backgrounds will update attendees on key federal initiatives that will advance the science of
toxicology. For more information, please visit the Annual Meeting website.
In honor of its 50th anniversary, the Annual Meeting will feature two Historical Highlights sessions.
One session provides a 50-year perspective on the Evolution of the Science of Toxicology and the
other an overview of “The Pill” and its impact on Society after 50 years of use. These sessions are
entitled “1961 to 2011 and Beyond: The Evolution of Toxicology” (Tuesday, March 8, 9:00
AM–11:45 AM, Room 151) and “50 Years of ‘the Pill’: Risk Reduction and Discovery of Benefits
Beyond Contraception” (Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 AM–7:50 AM, Room 147), respectively. For
additional Information about all aspects of the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting, visit the SOT website.

2011–2012 Council and Committee Members Elected
SOT congratulates the new Council and elected committee members.
Vice President-Elect:
Lois D. Lehman-McKeeman
Secretary-Elect:
Judith T. Zelikoff
Councilors:
Dori R. Germolec
John C. Lipscomb
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Awards Committee:
Qin M. Chen
Harvey J. Clewell, III
David Jacobson-Kram
Mary Ann Smith
Membership Committee:
Lauren M. Aleksunes
Michael L. Dourson
Nominating Committee:
(Past Presidents)
Marion F. Ehrich
(Regional Chapters)
Robert S. Skoglund
(Specialty Sections)
Jane Ellen Simmons
(Special Interest Groups)
Laura Andrews

SOT Award Lectures Are Featured Sessions
SOT will recognize our prestigious award recipients at the SOT Awards Ceremony on Sunday, March
6 from 5:15 PM–6:30 PM in the Walter E. Washington Convention Center. All attendees are welcome.
In addition, these distinguished awardees will present SOT Award Lectures as indicated in the table
below.
Speaker

Time and Location

Topic

Merit Award Lecture: Michael Aschner,
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN

Monday, March 7,
12:15 PM–1:05 PM
Room 201

Neurotoxicology Goes Global:
Scientific Collaboration and
Mentorship

Leading Edge in Basic Science Award
Lecture: Masayuki Yamamoto, Tohoku
University Graduate School of Medicine,
Sendai, Japan

Tuesday, March 8,
7:00 AM–7:50 AM
Room 201

Roles of Keap1-Nrf2 in
Environmental Response

Distinguished Toxicology Scholar Award Tuesday, March 8,
Lecture: Oliver Hankinson, University of 12:15 PM–1:05 PM
California, Los Angles, CA
Room 201
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Translational Impact Award Lecture:
Weida Tong, U.S. Food and Drug
Administration, Jefferson, AR

Wednesday, March 9,
12:15 PM–1:05 PM
Room 151

Integration of Bioinformatics
into Regulatory DecisionMaking

2011 Student Award Recipients and Finalists Named by the
SOT Awards Committee
The SOT Awards Committee has selected graduate student award recipients to be recognized at the
SOT 50th Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.
Vijay More of University of Rhode Island is the recipient of a 2011 ColgatePalmolive Award for Student Research Training in Alternative Methods. He will
participate in the Hepatocyte Expert Program™ offered by Invitrogen in Raleigh,
North Carolina, and travel to the lab of Kim Brouwer, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, for further mouse hepatocyte culturing and maintenance
training. His project title is “Modeling Diabetes, Obesity, and Non-Alcoholic
Fatty Liver Disease in Mouse Hepatocytes to Aid in Prediction of Drug-Induced
Liver Injury.”
Vijay More

Michelle C. DeSimone of University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill is named the recipient of the 2011 Syngenta Fellowship Award in
Human Health Applications of New Technologies for her project titled “Using
Population-Based Genetic Models to Investigate Mode-of-Action and
Susceptibility to Environmentally Linked Kidney Disease.”
The Novartis Graduate Student Fellowship finalists, who will be interviewed by
the Awards Committee at the SOT 50th Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C., are
Alexandria Lau of University of Arizona, Tucson, and Terra Irons of University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The fellowship recipient will be announced at
the SOT Awards Ceremony on Sunday, March 6, 2011.

Michelle C.
DeSimone

More than 80 graduate students will attend the 2011 Annual Meeting with the aid of Society of
Toxicology/SOT Endowment Fund Graduate Student Travel Support, provided, in part, with generous
contributions from AMGEN, Inc., Battelle Foundation, and Burroughs Wellcome Fund. The complete
list of graduate students receiving these awards is available in the Historical Awards Listing on the
SOT website.
For more information on these and other SOT Awards, go to the “Awards Fellowships” section of the
SOT website and select the award criteria for the awards in which you may be interested (i.e.,
Endowment Fund Awards, for Graduate Students, for Postdoctoral Fellows, for Scientists, for
Undergraduate Students and their Advisors, etc.). You may also select a specific award from the
complete award listing from the drop-down menu on the SOT Awards page. Please note while most
SOT Awards have an annual application deadline of October 9, many awards, especially those offered
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by SOT Regional Chapters, Specialty Sections, and Special Interest Groups have deadlines
throughout the calendar year. SOT offers more than 160 awards annually via all our programs. Have a
look at the award site and apply for the award(s) for which you are eligible. You just may find that
you will have an “awarding” experience too.

New Neurotoxicology Fellowship Award Endowment Fund
Established
A group of SOT members who have actively conducted research in the field of neurotoxicology for a
number of years have created this Endowment Fund. The donors are interested in fostering the
continued advancement of the field of neurotoxicology through basic and applied research. They have
requested that the proceeds from this Fund be used to encourage graduate students and postdoctoral
fellows in the early phase of their training to conduct research in this field. Proceeds from the
Neurotoxicology Fellowship Award will be used to provide stipends to graduate students and
postdoctoral fellow recipients of awards given for outstanding neurotoxicology research.
The Neurotoxicology Fellowship Award will be aligned with the Neurotoxicology Specialty Section.
Identifying the number of awards to be given each year, the detailed criteria for selection of the award
recipients, the selection of recipients, and the bestowing of awards at an event held in conjunction
with the SOT Annual Meeting will be the responsibility of this specialty section. For more
information on the Endowment Funds, please visit the SOT website.

The SOT Endowment Fund Continues to Build for the Future
The Endowment Fund is actually a family of Funds that provides members with a mechanism for
building the future of toxicology. Currently there are 31 Named Funds (Specific Purpose Funds) and
four General Purpose Funds (Education Fund, International Activities Fund, SOT Priorities Fund, and
Student Travel Fund). Many of the Named Funds support student travel awards to the Annual Meeting
while other Named Funds support Fellowships. The General Purpose Funds support new initiatives
that the Society would not otherwise be able to achieve without these Endowment Funds.
A percentage of the interest generated from each Fund’s principle is annually spent on activities as
dictated by each Fund resolution The SOT bears the administrative expenses for all of the Endowment
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Funds, assuring that every dollar contributed goes directly to support programs.
For more information about the family of Endowment Funds or to make a contribution, please visit
the SOT website. More information about the Charitable IRA Rollover provision, extended through
2011, also is available on the SOT website.
$50,000 Threshold for Permanently Restricted Endowment Fund Status as of July 1, 2011
Based upon input from the SOT auditors, the SOT financial advisors, and Endowment experts that cite
the fact that many nonprofit organizations set the threshold for establishing a Named Fund at
$100,000 or more in order to generate enough interest to facilitate the objectives of the Fund, the
Endowment Fund Board has approved a change in the Endowment Fund policy to raise the threshold
for establishing a permanently restricted Named Fund (Specific Purpose Fund) from $25,000 to
$50,000 effective July 1, 2011. The 3-year time frame for achieving the $50,000 threshold for
permanently restricted status will remain unchanged.
Individuals, Regional Chapters, Special Interest Groups, and Specialty Sections who are interested in
establishing Named Funds should contact Clarissa Russell Wilson, Tel: 703.438.3115.

SOT Members Receive Discounts for Other Society Journals
SOT members can now receive a subscription discount for the journal Human and Ecological Risk
Assessment, the official journal of the Association for Environmental Health and Science. For
additional information about this member benefit, please visit the SOT website.

Postdoctoral Career Webinar—Toxicology Outside of
Academia: A World of Opportunities
The Postdoctoral Assembly continued their series of career development webinars on February 10,
and the recording is now available on the SOT website. The webinar featured a panel of toxicologists
who provided insight into their experiences and what entry level positions are like in nonacademic
employment sectors, including the biotech/pharmaceutical industry, chemical industry, government,
contract research organizations, and consulting.

CE Courses Online: A Valuable Resource
Toxicology is an ever-changing and ever-growing field, and there is no better way to enhance
professional development and learn new techniques than with continuing education. SOT is dedicated
to providing such opportunities and resources to the scientific community. In order to facilitate
professional development, the Continuing Education (CE) Committee is excited to offer CĒ-TOX:
Online CE courses. Currently there are six online courses offered on the SOT website from the 48th
Annual Meeting in Baltimore, 2009 and the 49th Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, 2010. Whether
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you want a “refresher” course, or to expand your knowledge, the online CE courses available allow
you to stay competitive, in an efficient and cost-effective manner.
The current CE courses available online are as follows:
Assessment of Ocular Toxicity in Toxicology Studies Conducted for Regulatory Purposes
(Basic)
Comparative Biology of the Lung (Basic)
Mitochondrial Toxicity: Animal Models and Screening Methods in Drug Development (Basic)
Segment-Specific Renal Pathology for the Non-Pathologist (Basic)
Stress As a Confounding Factor (Basic)
Translation of Safety Biomarkers in Drug Discovery and Development (Advanced)
More online courses coming in mid 2011
For more information, including presenters and complete descriptions of each online course, please
visit the CE section of the SOT website.

Charitable IRA Rollover 2011
Among the multitude of items included in the Tax Relief Act signed into law by President Obama,
on December 17, was an extension of the Charitable IRA Rollover provision through the end of 2011.
Contributions to the SOT Endowment Fund qualify for IRA Rollover Gifts:
If you are an individual age 70½ and older, you may once again request direct transfers of funds
from Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) to the SOT Endowment Fund (501 3 c) without
income tax on gifted funds.
The funds must be directly transferred from IRA accounts to the charities (donors should ask
their IRA custodians for special forms to make these requests).
Each individual is entitled to make a total of $100,000 in gifts to charities each year under this
provision.

Ensure SOT E-mails Reach You!
In this digital age, SOT distributes information electronically. To facilitate the receipt of SOT
correspondence, please ask your information technology colleagues to allow e-mail from
sothq@toxicology.org. This address should also be added to your safe sender list within your account.

Don’t Use Social Security Number for Passwords
Remember not to use social security numbers for passwords, including logging into social network
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platforms. Vigilance is needed as it is widely recognized that we do live in an age of cyber bad-guys!

Global Initiative Funds Available to Component Groups and
Committees—Deadline June 1
As part of its strategy to foster its global initiative, SOT has made available $20,000 to support
activities that will increase the reliance of international decision-makers on the science of toxicology,
to increase understanding of global scientific and regulatory issues, and to foster improved science
and global regulatory harmonization.
These funds are available to support the efforts of Regional Chapters, Specialty Sections, Special
Interest Groups, and SOT Committees. SOT will fund proposals up to $4,000 and encourages
proposals that 1) represent collaborations between SOT component groups and/or committees, or
other non-SOT toxicology organizations, e.g., IUTOX, Japanese Society of Toxicology, and 2) that
include a matching fund component from one of the collaboration partner groups; however, matching
funds are not required. Proposals are due by June 1 and are competitively reviewed.
To be competitive for support, program proposals should be of such merit that they would be
competitive for selection for presentation at the Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting. Session
proposals should be focused on an important toxicological issue, be balanced around any
controversial topics, be timely, be complete as possible with regards to coverage of relevant topics,
and should involve key investigators in the field. For additional information and guidance on
developing funding proposals, visit the SOT website.

Member News
New 50th Anniversary Pin to Recognize 50-Year Members
SOT appreciates the commitment of members to our Society. Members were first recognized with a
special lapel pin upon reaching the 25-year milestone. As the Society celebrated new milestones,
including our 35th and 45th anniversaries, members who reached those milestones received
appropriate pins. Now that the Society has reached the golden anniversary of 50 years, an all-new and
truly prized 50-year membership pin will be given to those members who have been members since
the founding of the Society in 1961. These Charter members, along with members reaching their 25-,
35-, and 45-year of membership in the Society, will be mailed their lapel pins prior to the SOT 50th
Anniversary Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. These lapel pins are presented in appreciation for
steadfastness in helping the Society achieve its objectives in creating a safer and healthier world by
advancing the science of toxicology.
The 25-year (or more) Member Reception (by invitation only) will be held on Sunday evening, March
6, 2011, from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM in Room 103 of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center at
the SOT 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. All 25-year or more members are
encouraged to wear their respective anniversary pin to the reception.
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To view the full 25-year or more member list, please visit the SOT website.

New Members in 2010
In 2010, the Society of Toxicology welcomed 811 new members, including 301 Full, 134 Associate,
128 Postdoctoral, and 248 Student members. New members are part of our network of more than
6,700 members from 56 different countries. Members from academic institutions, industry,
government, and other scientific organizations are committed to SOT’s vision of “creating a safer and
healthier world by advancing the science of toxicology.”
To view the full new member list, please visit the SOT website.

In Memoriam
In Memoriam
Arthur L. Aronson
John (Jack) Davitt
Richard M. Hoar
Lakshmi Raman
Joseph G. Vos

Arthur L. Aronson
Arthur L. Aronson, 77, of Raleigh N.C., passed on September 22, 2010. He earned a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine degree from the University of Minnesota in 1957. After earning Master’s
(Cornell ‘58) and Ph.D. degrees (Minnesota ‘63), he accepted a faculty position at Cornell University
in 1964 engaging in teaching and research. He was noted for research on lead toxicity.
In 1980 he joined North Carolina State University and helped establish the College of Veterinary
Medicine, as Head of the Department of Anatomy, Physiological Sciences and Radiology. One of the
joys of his life was seeing the growth and strength of faculty he had the privilege of hiring and the
accomplishments of the student body. He retired from North Carolina State University in 1998.
Dr. Aronson was a member of the Society of Toxicology. He served two terms on the American
Veterinary Medical Association’s Council on Biologic and Therapeutics. He served as program
chairman and organized several national symposia focused on the appropriate use of animals in
research. He chaired a National Academy of Sciences committee to produce the handbook
Recognition and Alleviation of Pain and Distress in Laboratory Animals. He served as president of
the American Academy of Veterinary Pharmacology and Therapeutics, the North Carolina chapter of
the Society of Toxicology, and the American College of Veterinary Clinical Pharmacology. Dr.
Aronson served as editor of the Journal of Veterinary Pharmacology and Therapeutics. He was the
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recipient of numerous awards including the Ruth and Ned Huffman Leadership Award, College of
Veterinary Medicine (1989), and the Lloyd E. Davis Award from the Academy of Veterinary
Pharmacology and Therapeutics.
In retirement Dr. Aronson continued to be active in the education of others. He was on the Board of
the Wake County Literacy Council from 1991–2003 and served as president from 1997–1999. As the
director of the N.C. State University Women’s Club English Conversation classes from 2000–2008, he
reached many people from around the world. One of his favorite activities was the tutoring/mentoring
program of the Wake County Communities in Schools. He was recognized for his 15 years of service
with “The Most Valuable CIS Tutor/Mentor Award.”
Dr. Aronson is survived by his wife, Marilyn; two daughters and a son.

Regional Chapters, Specialty Sections, and Special Interest
Groups
SOT Members Can Join Stem Cells Specialty Section
As the SOT 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting approaches, we would like to remind everyone that
SOT members can now officially join the Stem Cells Specialty Section (SCSS). Researchers from all
fields (academic, government, industry, clinical, and pre-clinical) with an interest in stem cells and
toxicology are highly encouraged to join.
The SCSS will hold its Charter Meeting during the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.,
to review and approve the Section’s 3-year plan and By-Laws and to introduce the interim Executive
Committee. The meeting will be held on Monday, March 7, from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM in Room 149
of the Convention Center. All SOT members (Full, Associate, Postdoctoral, and Student members
alike) are invited to attend this reception to introduce the SCSS. For further information, please
contact Erik Tokar or Michael Waalkes.

Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology Specialty Section Celebrates 30th
Anniversary
On behalf of the 345 members of the Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology Specialty Section
(RDTSS), we congratulate SOT on its 50th anniversary. The RDTSS celebrates its 30th anniversary at
this year’s SOT Annual Meeting. Founded to promote research in the special area of Reproductive
and Developmental Toxicity, the RDTSS has helped to advance the science needed to understand and
prevent adverse effects of drug/chemical exposure on reproduction and development. The fetus
represents a special population that can never give its consent. Therefore the evaluation of drugs prior
to marketing as well as the assessment of hazard from exposure to chemicals can only be done in
non-human models. Drugs are usually approved based only on animal data, making it even more
important that the most appropriate and sensitive techniques are used to assess hazard and allow drugs
and chemicals to be used safely, or in some cases, exclude exposure of pregnant women or women of
child-bearing age from exposure. Reproductive and developmental toxicology also continues to be an
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active area for basic science research, as evidenced by recent discoveries regarding embryonic stem
cells, epigenetics, and endocrine-mediated toxicity, among others.
RDTSS has strived to promote this special area of toxicology through continuing education courses,
sponsoring symposia and workshops at the SOT Annual Meeting, supporting interest in the field by
recognition of best papers in Toxicological Sciences, awards for the best student posters, and student
travel awards. In the last several years, we have added a Lifetime Achievement Award to recognize
members of our specialty section who have expanded our knowledge base and promoted our specialty
area.
We look forward to the SOT 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting and the future of the SOT and the
RDTSS.

SOT’s First Specialty Section—Mechanisms—Celebrates Its 30th Year
Submitted by José E. Manautou, MSS President
This year not only marks the 50th Anniversary celebration of the Society of Toxicology, but also the
30th Anniversary of the Mechanisms Specialty Section (MSS). Mechanisms is the first specialty
section established by SOT with the goal of fostering more mechanistic-based toxicological research.
The first official business meeting for the MSS took place in 1982, with Bob Snyder serving as
President. Throughout the last three decades, the MSS has enjoyed strong leadership. A remarkable
number of past Mechanisms officers have gone on to hold key elected and appointed offices in SOT.
The MSS has always recognized excellence in mechanistic toxicology research amongst its
membership, especially by graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. As is known to many SOT
members, Mechanisms and Carl C. Smith are essentially synonymous terms. Carl C. Smith
implemented criteria and managed the graduate student awards that are now named after him. Also,
the long-term commitment of Carl’s widow, Tee, has been key to the success of the Carl C. Smith
Endowment Awards Program. Members of the Mechanisms Specialty Section have also played a
prominent role in the development of the SOT Annual Meeting Scientific Program throughout the
years by contributing proposals for continuing education, symposia, workshops, and roundtable
discussions.
In recent years we have seen a surge in the number of Specialty Sections and the implementation of
Special Interest Groups, but despite this diversification, the MSS continues to have a strong
membership. Through the establishment of new endowment funds, Mechanisms has also expanded its
ability to recognize graduate students and postdoctoral fellows with the implementation of new
awards, such as the Renal Toxicology Graduate Student Award and the Gabriel L. Plaa Education
Award. As SOT continues to grow and diversify, Mechanisms will continue playing a prominent role
in ensuring the excellence of our annual program, promoting cutting-edge research, and recognizing
the talent and scientific contributions of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. These have been
traditional roles that have served well our members and SOT.

Carcinogenesis Specialty Section Turns 25
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As the SOT is having its 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting, the Carcinogenesis Specialty Section
(CSS) will celebrate its 25th year as a specialty section (1986–2011). The founding CSS officers
included Harold Grice as President, Hans Drobeck as Vice President, Theodore Farber as Vice
President-Elect, Carl Shultz as Secretary/Treasurer, and Robert Kroes, Robert Squire, and Ching
Wang as Councilors. We will mark this milestone at the CSS reception scheduled for Sunday evening
March 6 from 6:30 PM–8:00 PM where we will greet old friends and meet new ones over
refreshments. At the reception, James Swenberg (member of the CSS Presidential track, 1987–1991)
will offer a brief “tribute” to long-time members of the CSS. Members and non-members alike are
invited to celebrate 25 years of the CSS at the reception. Information about other CSS-sponsored
activities is included in the CSS Winter 2011 Newsletter.

NorCal SOT Brings a Career Workshop to UC-Davis
Submitted by Tao Wang, President, NorCal SOT Regional Chapter
In the Northern California region, we have many toxicologists from industry, government .S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and academia. We also have several schools with outstanding
toxicology programs, such as UC-Davis, UC-Berkeley, UC-Santa Cruz, and so on. The Northern
California Chapter of the Society of Toxicology (NorCal SOT) is committed to connect these two
groups, and help students prepare for future careers in the toxicology field, ultimately to build for the
future of toxicology.
Besides continuing to sponsor and provide speakers to the “Practical Toxicology” workshop at
UC-Berkeley with the help from the SOT Education Committee, in January 2011, the NorCal SOT
hosted an educational outreach workshop at the UC-Davis. A commitment to education and
mentoring is a part of the core mission of the NorCal SOT and this workshop, “Toxicology Related
Career Options,” was designed to allow students to learn from, and interact with, professionals in
toxicology-related careers. With 79 students/postdoctoral fellows and 16 Toxicology professionals in
attendance, the event was a great success! The student/postdoctoral attendees largely represented the
two UC-Davis Toxicology programs, the undergraduate Environmental Toxicology Program, and the
graduate Pharmacology and Toxicology program. There were also participants from Biological
Sciences, Biochemistry, Biomedical Sciences, Environmental Sciences, and Environmental Policy,
among others. Several students from the Toxicology Student Association at UC-Berkeley also
attended the workshop.
The workshop was formatted as a two-part event. An initial 60-minute program consisted of panelists,
representing toxicology-related careers in academia, pharmaceuticals, government, and consulting,
answering a variety of questions regarding their respective careers. We were fortunate to have as our
panelists Tao Wang of Novartis, George Clemens of Rigel, Kent Pinkerton of UC-Davis, Susan A.
Rice, a private consultant, Ijaz Jamall, a consultant with Risk-Based Decisions, George Alexeeff of
the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), and Karen Steinmetz of SRI
International, as well as, Karen Riveles of OEHHA as emcee. These panelists answered
pre-determined questions on educational backgrounds, internships, and involvement in professional
societies or other organizations that led to careers in toxicology. The second half of the program was
an informal mixer with students. Some 16 toxicology professionals were in attendance and mingled
with the students, sharing their experiences and answering questions for over an hour and a half. Both
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the panelists and professionals offered advice to students currently preparing for careers in
Toxicology. The professionals and students, undergraduate and graduate alike, found the workshop to
be a very successful and beneficial outreach event.
NorCal SOT is currently soliciting professionals in all stages of their careers within the chapter
membership, and building up a speaker pool to participate in future outreach events. Our next stop is
UC-Santa Cruz campus!
50th Anniversary Annual Meeting & ToxExpo™

50th Anniversary Celebration Event

Please note that the Celebration Event is a ticketed event. The traditional Sunday evening Welcoming
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Reception will not be held in 2011.

NIH Deputy Director Tabak to Deliver Plenary Opening
Lecture
Lawrence A. Tabak has served as Principal Deputy Director for the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) since August 2010. He will deliver the Plenary Opening Lecture, “NIH Vision,” on Monday,
March 7, 8:00 AM–9:00 AM, in the Convention Center, Grand Ballroom. Beginning in 2000, Dr.
Tabak served as the director of the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research. He also
served as acting NIH deputy director in 2009 and as the acting director of the Division of Program
Coordination, Planning, and Strategic Initiatives. In announcing his appointment, NIH Director
Francis Collins noted that “His outstanding service in numerous activities across the NIH and
combination of skills and experience will help the NIH move forward in these revolutionary times for
the biomedical sciences.” Dr. Tabak has received honors and awards for his work including being
elected as a member of the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies and as a Fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science.

U.S. FDA Commissioner Hamburg to Present Keynote Plenary
Lecture
Margaret A. Hamburg, the 21st Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (U.S. FDA), will deliver a keynote plenary lecture, “Increasing the
Prestige of Regulatory Science,” on Tuesday, March 8, 8:00 AM–9:00 AM in the
Convention Center, Grand Ballroom. Dr. Hamburg is exceptionally qualified by her
training and experience as a medical doctor, scientist, and public health executive.
She graduated from Harvard Medical School and completed her residency at what is
now New York Presbyterian Hospital—Weill Cornell Medical Center. In addition,
she conducted neuroscience research at Rockefeller University in New York, studied
Margaret A.
neuropharmacology at the National Institute of Mental Health on the National
Hamburg
Institutes of Health campus in Bethesda, Maryland, and later focused on AIDS
research as Assistant Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.
In 1994, Dr. Hamburg was elected to the membership in the Institute of Medicine, one of the
youngest persons to be so honored. Three years later, at the request of President Clinton, she
accepted the position of Assistant Secretary for Policy and Evaluation in the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.

Stephen P. Jackson to Deliver Keynote MRC Lecture
Stephen P. Jackson, will deliver the Keynote Medical Research Council (MRC) Lecture, “Cellular
Responses to DNA Damage: New Molecular Insights and New Approaches for Cancer Therapy,” on
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Stephen P.
Jackson

Wednesday, March 9, 8:00 AM–9:00 AM in the Convention Center, Grand
Ballroom. Dr. Jackson is affiliated with The Gurdon Institute and Department of
Biochemistry, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom. Inherited or
acquired defects in detecting, signaling, or repairing DNA damage are associated
with various human pathologies, including immuno-deficiencies, neurodegenerative
diseases, and various forms of cancer. Our increasing knowledge of cellular
DNA-damage responses (DDR) is therefore providing new insights into the etiology
of such diseases and, moreover, is presenting opportunities for novel diagnostic and
therapeutic strategies.

Work in Dr. Jackson’s laboratory aims to decipher the mechanisms by which cells
detect DNA damage and signal its presence to the DNA-repair and cell-cycle machineries. In
particular, much of the work focuses on DNA double-strand breaks (DSBs) that are generated by
ionizing radiation and radiomimetic chemicals, and which can also arise when the DNA replication
apparatus encounters other DNA lesions.

SOT 2011 Honorary Members—William C. Hays and Frances
Oldham Kelsey
Honorary membership is awarded by the Society of Toxicology to persons who are not members of the
Society in recognition of outstanding and sustained contributions to advancing the science and field of
toxicology. The 2011 SOT Honorary Members are William C. Hays and Frances Oldham Kelsey.
William (Bill) C. Hays has represented the Society of Toxicology as Counselor for
five decades. During that time, he has been central to all activities of the Society,
making key recommendations and providing judicious guidance and astute advice in
all matters, from the development of new membership categories to the shaping of the
Society’s strategic vision of “creating a safer and healthier world by advancing the
science of toxicology.” In addition, he has studiously reviewed all changes to the
Constitution and By-Laws of the Society.
Mr. Hays’ influence can be traced to the very forming and foundations of the Society William C.
Hays
and will, no doubt, extend to the future well being of the Society. The Martindale
Hubbell National Law Dictionary has awarded Mr. Hays an AV rating, the highest
rating for legal ability and professional ethics. He is a 1955 graduate of Bowdoin College and earned
his law degree from Harvard Law School in 1960.
Frances Oldham Kelsey is a pharmacologist who is famous for her diligence in
evaluating the drug Thalidomide while a physician at the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (U.S. FDA). The drug was withheld from U.S. FDA approval based
on her recommendations and was later found to cause birth defects. In recognition of
this contribution, she was awarded the highest honor given to a civilian in the United
States, the President’s Award for Distinguished Federal Civilian Service, by President
John F. Kennedy. She went on to help shape and enforce amendments to the U.S.
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Frances
Oldham
Kelsey

FDA drug regulation laws to institutionalize protection of the patient in drug
investigations. These regulations require that drugs be shown to be both safe and
effective, that informed consent be obtained from patients prior to participating in
clinical trials, and that adverse reactions be reported to the U.S. FDA.

She graduated from high school at 15 and enrolled at McGill University where she received a
Bachelors (1934) and Masters (1935) of Science in Pharmacology. She earned her Ph.D. (1938) and
M.D. (1950) from the University of Chicago, where she also taught during that time span.
In 2005, Dr. Kelsey retired from U.S. FDA at the age of 90 and was recently honored by the U.S.
FDA presenting her with the first annual “Dr. Frances O. Kelsey Award for Excellence and Courage in
Protecting the Public Health.”

Annual Meeting Attendees to Meet the Directors from
NIEHS/NTP, CDC/NIOSH, NICHD, NIH CSR, and U.S. FDA
The Meet the Director featured series are special one-hour gatherings that provide an opportunity for
leaders of major federal agencies to engage in a discussion of emerging trends in toxicology research
and its funding. You will have the opportunity to meet and interact with directors from the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) and National Toxicology Program (NTP), Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), Eunice Kennedy Shriver Institute of National Child Health and Human Development
(NICHD), National Institutes of Health (NIH) Center for Scientific Review (CSR), and the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (U.S. FDA). All sessions will be held on Wednesday, March 9, in the Walter
E. Washington Convention Center at the times and locations noted below.
Speaker
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Time and Location

Topic

Linda S. Birnbaum,
9:30 AM–10:30 AM,
Director,
Room 201
NIEHS/NTP

Plans for leading NIEHS/NTP in promoting the
environmental public health of the U.S. and the
world through research directed at preventing
and treating disease.

John Howard,
Director,
CDC/NIOSH

10:45 AM–11:45 AM,
Room 201

NIOSH’s current activities in the area of
toxicology: the National Occupational Research
Agenda (NORA) and the Nanotechnology
Research Center (NRC).

Yvonne Maddox,
Director, NICHD

12:00 NOON–1:00 PM,
Room 201

Program and extramural research overview, e.g.,
child development, developmental biology, and
mental retardation.

Sy Garte, Director,
NIH CSR

1:15 PM–2:15 PM,
Room 201

Lessons learned from pilot Special Emphasis
Panel (SEP) on Systemic Injury from
Environmental Exposure (SIEE).
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Jesse Goodman,
Director,
U.S. FDA

2:30 PM–3:30 PM,
Room 201

U.S. FDA has made “Transforming Toxicology”
one of its broad strategic priorities in its
Advancing Regulatory Science Initiative.

SOT Set to Provide High Quality Educational Opportunities
with CE Courses at the 2011 Annual Meeting
Providing quality education to help advance the science of toxicology is one of the primary goals of
SOT. Each year top scientists from around the world work together to create unique education
courses. This year is no exception, and SOT is proud to announce 15 (two more than last year)
Continuing Education (CE) courses on Sunday, March 6, 2011, at the Walter E. Washington
Convention Center. A single sunrise course will begin at 7:00 AM, followed by seven morning
courses starting at 8:15 AM. Seven afternoon courses will then begin at 1:15 PM.
The three CE Target Areas—Cardiovascular Toxicology; Epigenetic Mechanisms; Systems
Biology—will be touched on by four of the CE courses:
Current Non-Clinical Strategies and Methods for Evaluating Drug-Induced Cardiovascular
Toxicity (AM03)
Dealing with the Data Deluge: A Live Data Discovery and Analysis Course (AM04)
(Note: participants will be asked to have their own computer with Internet access)
Epigenetics in Toxicology: Introduction, Mechanistic Understanding, and Applications in
Safety Assessment (AM05)
Practical How-To and Pitfalls Associated with Current Epigenetic Studies (PM12)
Additionally, several CE courses are being tracked according to Scientific Program Themes:
Applications of Computational Systems Biology for Toxicology (PM09)
Evaluating Toxicity of Engineered Nanomaterials: Issues with Conventional Toxicology
Approaches (PM10)
New Technologies and Approaches in Genetic Toxicology and Their Expanding Role in
General Toxicology and Safety Assessment (PM11)
Protecting Human Health: Use of Toxicological and Epidemiological Data in Determining Safe
Levels for Human Exposure (AM06)
Quantitative In Vitro to In Vivo Extrapolation: The Essential Element of In Vitro—Assay Based
Risk Assessment (PM13)
Stem Cells Utility in Toxicology Screening (PM14)
The course levels are basic or advanced and are open to all meeting attendees with a separate
registration fee. Additional information about these courses, including the complete schedule, detailed
overview, and list of speakers, can be found on the CE section of the 2011 SOT Annual Meeting
website.
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Research Funding Resources Available at the Annual Meeting
and through the Year
The SOT Research Funding Committee encourages you to take advantage of opportunties at the
meeting to learn more about research funding. You can stop at the agency booths in ToxExpo™, but
for a more detailed conversation, schedule time in the Research Funding Resource Room with the
program officer who can provide the information you are seeking. Room 203 will be open from 9:00
AM–4:30 PM Tuesday and Wednesday for this purpose. We anticipate the availability of
representatives from various NIH programs and from other federal agencies during those times.
Another opportunity to explore available resources is the New Investigator Lunch Tuesday, March 8,
from 12:00 NOON–1:20 PM in Salon I. Box lunches will be available and agency staff will be sitting
at the tables along with experienced investigators. Sally Rockey, Deputy Director of NIH-DERT, will
open the session with brief remarks.
And speaking of Dr. Rockey, her recently launched blog is one of the listings on the Research
Funding Information page provided by the Research Funding Committee. Another link of interest is
the NIH Regional Seminar on Program Funding and Grants Administration. There are two offered this
year, one in Scottsdale, Arizona , April 27–29 and a second in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, June 22–24,
2011.

Pre-Registered Attendees to Receive Badges Soon—Ribbons
Should Have Arrived
Name badges and ribbons will be mailed to all attendees who pre-registered by January 22, 2011. In
appreciation for serving on SOT Committees and Task Forces and as officers in the Regional
Chapters, Specialty Sections, Special Interest Groups, and other SOT bodies, volunteers receive
appropriate ribbon(s) to affix to their 2011 SOT 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting badges.
2010–2011 Contributors to the SOT Endowment Funds also will be mailed ribbons. If you do not
receive your badge or the appropriate ribbon by mail, please check with the Registration Desk at the
meeting. Look for the “Badge Only” signage to facilitate pick up.

Getting Organized Is Easier with the SOT Annual Meeting
Itinerary Planner
Did you know that SOT offers Annual Meeting attendees a unique planning tool that allows you to
add sessions and events of interest to your personal calendar? We are excited about the improved
functionality of the online customizable Itinerary Planner and invite you to use this tool to plan your
Annual Meeting experience using iCal technology.
This new functionality allows you to select the presentations, featured lectures, or special event
functions you wish to add to your personal itinerary. After you’ve selected the information that you
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would like for your personal itinerary, you’ll be able to export this information to your default
calendar program, including Outlook and many calendars such as those on your PDA or smart-phone.
The downloaded information, depending on the level of detail you designate, can contain just the
session or event titles with presentation times and locations, or you may export the data to contain
specific details such as full abstracts.
Also, please remember that the traditional Itinerary Planner will still be available to allow you to
develop your Annual Meeting schedule to print and carry with you to the meeting. The Annual
Meeting Itinerary Planner is available online January–April 2011.

Visit the SOT Pavilion—Become an Involved Society Member
Do you know all the resources available through SOT and where to find them? Stop by the SOT
Pavilion, Booth #464, centrally located in the Exhibit Hall, and learn about SOT services and benefits.
Receive information about how to become involved with the Society’s Regional Chapters, Specialty
Sections, and Special Interest Groups, which are essential to the success of the Society. Find out about
the Endowment Fund, SOT’s journal Toxicological Sciences, educational resources, and toxicologyrelated materials for public policy decision-makers and the public. Special presentations will be given
on SOT activities and member resources, including ToXchange, so be sure to check on the schedule
of Pavilion activities.
The SOT Pavilion is the one-stop shop for all of your SOT questions and membership needs. Make
the SOT Pavilion your meeting place on the exhibit floor. To volunteer to assist in the Pavilion, send a
message to SOT Headquarters or sign-up on the SOT website.
The Pavilion hours are as follows:
Monday, March 7, 2011

9:00 AM–4:30 PM

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

Wednesday, March 9, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

We look forward to greeting you at the 2011 SOT 50th Anniversary Meeting!

PDA Silent Auction
This activity is sponsored by SOT Postdoctoral Assembly. Proceeds go to the SOT Endowment
Priority Fund.
Participate in the excitement of the PDA Silent Auction special event on March 7, 4:45 PM–5:45 PM,
as bidding closes on the first group of items. This event will be held in the East Salon, Convention
Center. Bidding on other items closes March 9, 10:00 AM–1:00 PM. A complete list of items and
bidding are located on the SOT website.
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Fabulous Items—Make the Highest Bid!
Fantastic vacation opportunities
Hand crafted and artistic pieces
Historic toxicology materials
Publications of special interest to toxicologists: Journals,
books, and unique publications
...And more!!

Receive Your Copy of the 50th
Anniversary Book at the Member
Celebration Meeting
All SOT members are invited to celebrate the Society’s first 50 years of accomplishments at the 50th
Anniversary Member Celebration Meeting on Tuesday, March 8, from 4:30 PM–6:00 PM, prior to the
Celebration Event. Join in commemorating the Society’s first 50 years of accomplishments; see what
is going in the Time Capsule that will be opened in 2036 by present and future members; and receive
a complimentary copy of the 50th Anniversary Book, The Society of Toxicology: The First Fifty Years.
This deluxe SOT publication features many significant events and people who have helped move the
toxicology field to where it is today. The historical articles and pictures that make up the book are
priceless. Please visit the SOT website to see the table of contents.

Paracelsus Goes to Washington—Free Family Day at Koshland
Science Museum
The K–12 Task Force of the Education Committee is kicking off the SOT
50th Anniversary Annual Meeting by supporting a Free Family Day
Saturday, March 5, at the Koshland Science Museum (KSM) of the
National Academy of Sciences. This museum targets teens and adults and
encourages the general public to think about current issues that impact their
lives. Hours for SOT activities are 10:00 AM–5:00 PM; the museum closes
at 6:00 PM.
The objective of the event is to engage middle and high school students and
their families in the excitement of science related to toxicology and to think
about career options in the field. Toxicology-related activities will highlight
messages pertaining to the current exhibits at the Koshland, including
climate change, infectious disease, and water quality. “Meet the Scientist”
will feature toxicologists who work in various areas, including academia, industry, and representatives
from federal agencies, who will discuss toxicology concepts and careers with visitors.
Featured lectures will include “Poisoned Pet Food—Unraveling the Melamine Mystery” that will be
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presented at 12:00 NOON by Renate Reimschuessel, Veterinary Laboratory Response Network
Program Director, U.S. Food and Drug Administration Center for Veterinary Medicine. This story was
the foundation of the paper that received the 2010 SOT Board of Publications Award for the Best
Paper in Toxicological Sciences.
Plan your trip to the Annual Meeting to include this great outreach event—just stop by or plan
to bring your family for the day!

Smithsonian and SOT Collaborate to Host Seminar on
Toxicology: “When Good Chemicals Turn Bad”
In celebration of SOT’s 50th Anniversary, the Smithsonian and SOT are hosting a seminar on
toxicology in association with The Smithsonian Associates program. The full-day seminar, “When
Good Chemicals Turn Bad,” will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2011, from 9:30 AM–4:30 PM at the
S. Dillon Ripley Center, Smithsonian. The seminar features an overview of, and the latest research in,
the science of toxicology. An overview of the program follows:
9:30 AM–10:30 AM—“Poisoning through the Ages”
Michael A. Gallo, Robert Wood Medical School and Philip Wexler, National Library of
Medicine
10:30 AM–11:30 AM—“The Dose Makes the Poison—What’s Safe?”
Marion F. Ehrich, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
11:45 AM–12:45 PM—“The Nature of Poisoning”
Cathleen Clancy, Capital Poison Center
2:00 PM–3:00 PM—“Water and Land”
Gerhardt Riedel, Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, Kathy Boomer, Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center, and Amir Sapkota, University of Maryland
3:15 PM–4:30 PM—“Cutting-Edge Research”
Martin A. Philbert, University of Michigan, Cheryl Lyn Walker, University of Texas, MD
Anderson Cancer Center, and Thomas Hartung, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health
SOT members can purchase tickets by calling 202.633.3030 and telling the Smithsonian Associate
staff that you are a member of SOT.

RSESS Great Debate Will Be an Event to Remember—We’re
Taking it to the Hill
The traditional Regulatory Safety and Evaluation Specialty Section (RSESS) Meeting and Reception,
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featuring “The Great Debate,” is moving to Capitol Hill. SOT 2011 Annual Meeting attendees and
Congressional staffers are expected to fill the Kennedy Caucus Room (Suite 325) of the Senate
Russell Office Building as they gather for a lively debate on “Hazard Information Provides an
Adequate Basis for Restricting Chemical Use” on Monday, March 7, 2011, 5:00 PM–6:30 PM (see
instructions below for transportation). SOT 2010 Congressional Science Leadership Award recipient
Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA) has graciously agreed to act as the host. The SOT Communications
Committee has worked with RSESS on this event.
The debate will be moderated by RSESS Past President James C. Lamb, IV, of Exponent. He has
organized a classic debate between two outstanding speakers, George Gray, George Washington
University, and Lorenz Rhomberg, Gradient Corporation.
Through a top-secret flip-of-the-coin, Dr. Gray will speak in favor of the proposition, and Dr.
Rhomberg will speak in opposition. They have both promised to faithfully, even aggressively, defend
their assigned perspective to the end. Each debater will be allowed to present his viewpoint and then
be rebutted at least once. A vote will be taken at the end on the audience’s position as well. Drs. Gray
and Rhomberg are widely acknowledged as excellent and entertaining speakers, who are extremely
well informed on the subject.
The venue for this debate, the Kennedy Caucus Room, is one of the grandest and most historic rooms
in the Nation’s Capitol. As the name implies, the room was originally to be used for party caucuses or
meetings where members of the same party decided on their candidates, policies, and legislative
matters. This room was the site of a number of famous investigations, including the sinking of the
Titanic, the Teapot Dome Scandal, Pearl Harbor, the Kefauver Crime Committee, the Army vs.
McCarthy, the Vietnam War, and Watergate.

Hop A Bus To the Hill
Because of logistics involved in getting to and from the Hill, the SOT Communications Committee
has arranged bus transportation to the Senate Russell Office Building. Space is limited and buses will
begin loading at 4:00 PM sharp from the L Street entrance of the convention center. Following a short
walk to the Russell Building, all attendees participating will go though security en route to the Caucus
Room. You must bring a valid photo I.D.

Student Events at the 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting
The 50th Anniversary Meeting will be filled with opportunities to celebrate and network, as well as to
pursue the latest in toxicology. For students who are new to the meeting or who have been before, the
place to kick-off the week is the Student/Postdoctoral Mixer on Sunday evening, March 6, from 8:00
PM to 9:30 PM. This mixer, hosted by the Student Advisory Council (SAC), is a great event to begin
networking right away: learn more about the different component groups of SOT, meet up with
colleagues, and discuss issues of interest or concern with other student and postdoctoral meeting
attendees. The Mixer was a great success in Salt Lake City, with over 300 attendees, door prizes, a
networking game, and more. Please plan to join us in Washington, D.C. in 2011. Prizes for this year’s
mixer include an iPod, gift cards, and tickets to the 50th Anniversary Celebration. Tickets are FREE.
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Be sure to sign up when you register for the SOT
2011 Annual Meeting.
Another popular activity hosted by the SAC is the
Lunch with an Expert (LWAE) program. Graduate
student participants have the great opportunity to
network and gain insights from seasoned
toxicologists about career paths. The 2010 LWAE
program was a great success, with nearly 90
Experts volunteering to meet over 120 students
during the Annual Meeting. Specialty Section
Graduate Committee representatives organize this
Food, prizes, games and socializing abound at event, matching students and Experts, establishing
communication among them, and facilitating
the Student/Postdoc Mixer.
face-to-face meetings at the Annual Meeting.
Every year this program is highly rated by the participants.
The SAC and Postdoctoral Assembly will co-sponsor a symposium session at the 2011 Annual
Meeting. The session, “Developmental Exposure to Environmental Toxicants: From Persistent
Toxicities to Diseases,” fits in the SOT scientific theme “Environment and Disease.” One of the goals
of this session is to highlight the scientific achievements of students and postdocs, who are the
presenters, as well as contributing to the overall scientific program. The complete symposium
information is featured in the Fall 2010 SOT Student e-Letter on the Student Services section of the
SOT website.
Students are also encouraged to attend other 50th Anniversary celebratory events and Specialty
Section, Special Interest Group, and Regional Chapter receptions to learn about opportunities
available to students and how to become more involved in the Society, as well as the annual In Vitro
Lecture and Luncheon for Students on Monday, March 7, 2011. The Annual Meeting Itinerary
Planner available online is very useful for planning itineraries for each day of the meeting. Special
student planners will also be sent out to student members and abridged versions will be available at
the meeting for all who may need assistance.

Network with SOT Postdocs at the Annual Meeting
The officers of the Postdoctoral Assembly will be at a table near the entrance of the
Student/Postdoctoral Mixer Sunday, March 6 at 8:00 PM distributing special pins for SOT member
postdocs to wear during the 2011 Annual Meeting. Stop by to meet the new officers and to learn more
about activities sponsored by the Postdoctoral Assembly. If you are a postdoc and have not yet
reserved a ticket for the Postdoctoral Luncheon at noon on Tuesday, March 8 (Salon G), please
contact the meeting registrar Jim Dailey to arrange for a ticket, which is $10. This event is for
networking, and you can select a table hosted by a particular Regional Chapter, Special Interest
Group, or Specialty Section representative.
If you aren’t currently registered with the SOT Job Bank, now is a good time to do that to increase the

25 of 37

5/14/15, 10:30 AM

http://www.toxicology.org/ai/pub/si11/si11_fullversion.asp

opportunity to explore employment opportunities during the meeting. SOT Members register as job
seekers for free. Several career sessions will be held, including the Sunrise Session on Wednesday
(6:30 AM–7:50 AM in Room 144) “From Pilot Grants to High-End Journals: The Science of
Writing.” The Postdoctoral Assembly has worked with the Student Advisory Council to sponsor a
session highlighting the work of trainees. “Developmental Exposure to Environmental Toxicants:
From Persistent Toxicities to Disease,” 9:00 AM–11:45 AM Thursday in Room 143.

“Lunch with an Expert” Resumes in Washington, D.C.
Lunch with an Expert (LWAE) is an excellent opportunity for established toxicologists to mentor early
career toxicologists and for graduate students and postdocs to explore research and career
opportunities. Feedback from Experts is that they enjoy this event and many generously volunteer
their time every year. Sponsored by the Student Advisory Council and organized by the Specialty
Section Graduate Committee, groups of about five are composed by matching areas of interest
selected by the Experts, students, and postdocs. The Expert selects the site for the informal meeting,
which can occur over breakfast, lunch, or a social hour.
New this year: A meeting room has been reserved in the Renaissance Hotel for those who want to
pick up their food in the food court below and proceed to a quiet space. A list of restaurant options
also is available. Additional information and registration is on the Lunch with an Expert Web page.

Undergraduates Join the Science Celebration at the March
SOT Meeting and Build for the Future
Among the record-breaking number of abstracts for the 2011 Annual Meeting are over 211 abstracts
to be presented on which undergraduate students are an author (not including late-breaking or grace
period abstracts). Outstanding among these are the recipients of the Pfizer Undergraduate Travel
Award, including Brandon Haghverdian, University of California-Irvine; Jessica Hartman,
University of Arkansas Little Rock (research conducted at University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences); Camila Odio, Kenyon College; Viviana Vidal Anaya, University of Puerto Rico at Cayey
(research conducted at Michigan State University); and Phillip Wages, Ashland University.
Others with abstracts who will be recognized are honored by
the Perry J. Gehring Diversity Student Travel Award
program. This award is for an undergraduate or graduate
student who attended SOT in the last three years as a
participant in the Undergraduate Education Program (UEP)
for Minority Students. Eva Amouzougan of Boise State
University, a program participant in 2010, has received the
award this year. Honorable mention includes Michigan State
graduate student Alexandra Colon-Rodriguez (2009) and
undergraduate Ericka Velez (2010), University of Puerto
Rico at Cayey. This is an Endowment Fund award created to
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continue guiding students into careers in toxicology.

Undergraduate students and their
faculty advisors will sample a variety
of toxicological subjects during the
Monday morning Poster Session for
Visiting Students.

These award recipients will have special ribbons on their
posters, and we encourage you to stop by their posters to
engage with these young scientists. We recognize the
important efforts of SOT members who teach
undergraduates and support research of undergraduates in their laboratories, and the positive impact of
SOT efforts to encourage students to pursue toxicology careers.
Two alumni of the Undergraduate Program and members of the Committee on Diversity Initiatives
(CDI), Adrian Nanez, (CDI chair, 2000 program), and Jennifer L. Rayner (2001 program) have
major roles in organizing the 2011 UEP, which will host about 30 students and 5 advisors. Students
will receive some historical perspective as John Doull talks to them at their opening event Saturday
night. José E. Manautou will provide an introduction to toxicology. Those attending the SOT
meeting who have been involved in the UEP now and in the past are invited to a networking reception
at 8:00 PM, which will include recognition of the Gehring award recipient.
On Sunday, March 6 all undergraduate students registered for
the meeting are invited to participate in the UEP. Students will
have the opportunity to attend toxicology presentations geared
towards undergrads, gather information about success in
graduate school, hear from panelists from different
employment sectors, and meet with academic program
directors. Presenters on Sundayinclude Judy T. Zelikoff,
Nathan J. Cherrington, Martin A. Philbert, and Lauren M.
Aleksunes. Students funded by the UEP also attend sessions on
Monday including a special poster session in the Exhibit Hall.
Dr. Cherrington will be providing The CDI would like to thank the many SOT members
including committee members, presenters, toxicologist
toxicology insight for the UEP.
mentors, and graduate student peer mentors, who have
generously volunteered their time to encourage these students to consider a career in the biomedical
sciences.

“Lunch with a Graduate Student” and “Lunch with a Postdoc”
New Programs in Washington, D.C.
In addition to “Lunch with an Expert” (LWAE), the Student Advisory Council and the Postdoctoral
Assembly are organizing “Lunch with a Graduate Student” for undergraduates and “Lunch with a
Postdoc” for graduate students. Both programs are new to the SOT Annual Meeting in Washington,
D.C. These programs will facilitate interaction and communication between undergraduates, graduate
students, and postdocs to provide career experience and guidance. During the Student/Postdoctoral
Mixer on Sunday evening, March 6, students will have an opportunity to sign-up for “Lunch with a
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Graduate Student” or “Lunch with a Postdoc.”

Toxicology Education Poster Session Featured at SOT 2011
Annual Meeting
Submitted by Sue M. Ford, Session Chair
Since the inception of SOT, education has been a major focus of the Society, supported by successful
programs at the annual meetings and throughout the year. For the 2011 Annual Meeting, SOT has
assembled a poster session on “Toxicology Education: K–12 and Beyond,” to allow individuals
involved in education and outreach activities to present their work. The session includes presentations
describing partnerships with community groups, SOT Regional Chapters, and government. All levels
of outreach and education are represented, from K–12 to toxicology expert, and this year we are
pleased to have several posters highlighting issues involved in undergraduate education. The
Education Committee and its Undergraduate Education Subcommittee would like to thank
participants for their willingness to submit abstracts to the session, which highlights the dedication
and innovation of SOT members in advancing our discipline. We encourage all meeting attendees to
visit the posters, Wednesday, March 9, 9:00 AM–12:30 PM, for an interesting session on toxicology
education.

Submitting More Competitive Session Proposals
By Leigh Ann Burns Naas, Pfizer Global Research and Development
So you’re thinking about submitting a program proposal for the 2012 Annual Meeting in San
Francisco, but you’re unsure about getting it accepted by the Scientific Program Committee (SPC).
Each year, the review process is becoming more competitive as more and more program proposals are
received, yet the number of proposals that can be accepted continues to remain somewhat similar due
to the availability of rooms at the venue for the SOT Annual Meeting, which can be determined up to
5 years in advance. So how do you make your proposal more competitive? Start with the SOT website
that tells you about the types of proposals, how many speakers in each, the duration, and the focus of
each type of session. Pick the right one for your topic. And look at the bottom of the page to see
examples of some high quality proposals that have been submitted. Additional information can be
found at the SOT Forms and Applications page. Now for a few specifics:
1. Proposal Quality: Proposals submitted with general topics for speakers, no proposed speakers,
no description of what each speaker will cover, and/or 1–3 general sentences about the topic for
the proposal (or speaker) generally don’t fare well. There are two primary reasons for this. First,
the SPC gets many well-developed proposals that clearly state the importance/relevance of the
topic, the relevance of the speakers to the topics, and how the speaker talks fit into the overall
proposal as well as how they complement each other. The second reason likely has to do with
how the proposals are reviewed.
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Typically, each member of the SPC is given all proposals to review and they do this over about
a 2-week period on their own time, and provide an overall score for each proposal (1 thru 5
where 1 is best and 5 is lowest). These scores are sent to SOT executive staff where they are
combined and averaged with scores from each SPC member, generating a composite score for
each proposal (SPC members do not know how other SPC members scored a proposal).
Proposals with a composite score lower than a median and determined cut-off based on the
composite scores for that year are typically not considered further unless an SPC member feels
strongly that the composite score is unjustified. It can happen, but it isn’t common. A key point
then is that your proposal should stand out to each SPC member so that they can independently
determine the significance of the topic, the relationship of each talk to the topic, and the interrelationship of the talks to one another. Remember that the SPC is selected with an effort to
have a broad expertise across toxicology specialties and to be equally representative of job
sectors (e.g., industry, academia, government, etc.) and gender. So don’t assume that everyone
will “get it,” but do the best you can to help everyone understand regardless of their background
and expertise.
2. Breadth of Topic and Speakers: The SPC is charged with developing the best program with the
broadest appeal to all members of the SOT. You’ve no doubt seen that focus may shift from
year to year, and this is more typically driven by the proposals submitted. SPC generally does
not select what were considered lesser proposals simply to have more of a specific sector or
topic represented at the Annual Meeting. The primary focus is on the highest quality science
and proposals. That said, one thing that SPC sees sometimes are proposals that may be good
topics, but most (or sometimes all) speakers are from a specific institution. This doesn’t allow
for much in the way of diverse opinion to be presented. Also, when most of the speakers are
from a specific institution or all the speakers presentations (regardless of institution) are on a
single topic (e.g., an assay), then the proposal begins to read like an ‘infomercial,’ which is
specifically undesirable. Make sure the scope of your topic isn’t too narrow or too broad. If the
topic is only of interest to a small proportion of the membership or if it is so broad as to be a
‘survey of the literature,’ for example, it may not be viewed as favorably.
3. Minimize Non-Member Speakers Where Possible: One question that often arises is the
participation of non-members in SOT sessions. Absolutely you can have non-members
participate, especially if they are the best presenters for that specific talk. But unless the topic of
the session is really novel to toxicology, it is better to have no more than 1–2 non-member
speakers. One consideration is that SOT will only cover some travel support for a defined
number of speakers. SOT members participate at their own expense. Non-members receive
complimentary registration, and SOT will provided limited travel support for 1–2 non-members
for symposia, workshops, and regional interest sessions, and 1 non-member for roundtables,
informational sessions, historical highlights, and educational-career development sessions. If
your session topic is really novel or toxicology is beginning to move into a novel field where
most of the key players are not necessarily toxicologists, you can apply for Innovations in
Toxicological Sciences (ITS) or Innovations in Applied Toxicology (IAT) designation. A short
single-page rationale is needed to justify this category designation. If accepted, more than 1–2
non-members can get travel support. But remember: the proposal must be accepted by the SPC
before the designation can be considered.
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4. Sponsorships and Endorsements: Your Sponsor is the Specialty Section (SS), Special Interest
Group (SIG), etc. which is the primary group supporting the proposal. Your Endorsers are the
other groups who think your proposal is important and will add their support (endorsement) to
having it presented. Sponsors have a key role in helping the SPC with their review and selection
of proposals. After the submission site closes at the end of April, each Sponsor goes into a
dedicated site and ranks the proposals they have been asked to Sponsor. They rank each
proposal category (Symposium, Workshop, Roundtable, etc.) 1-x which tells the SPC that #1 is
their top proposal in a specific category. SPC is considering a change whereby Sponsors rank
proposals regardless of category but as of the writing of this article, this hasn’t happened.
Don’t surprise Sponsors and Endorsers. Ask them early for their support (like, within the first 2
weeks of April or earlier!), providing your proposal and a rationale why you think their SS,
SIG, etc. would be interested in Sponsoring or Endorsing the proposal. Particular to Endorsers,
each group may have different reasons for being interested so think about this and make it
personal to each group you ask. One thing you have no control over is where a Sponsor ranks
you relative to other proposals they have been asked to sponsor—some Sponsors have been
asked to Sponsor over 50 proposals in a single year and so have to review and rank each one
themselves. All you can do is focus on quality and assuring that they understand the
significance of your proposal to both SOT and their members in particular. While you should
contact them early, don’t worry too much if the Sponsor you are seeking doesn’t get back to you
immediately. Each group has a different process (including timing) they use for making these
determinations, some not even beginning the process until May 1. Others, though, are
increasingly asking for proposals to be submitted early so they have a chance to review and
provide input for improvement prior to the closure of the submission site and the submission of
the final rankings.
Finally, Sponsors are asked to add specific comments to each of the proposals they are
Sponsoring. Endorsers are not required to enter comments, but often they do. All of these
comments are very important to SPC. Sometimes a Sponsor provides comments that are
seemingly neutral about the proposal, or they provide critical evaluation that suggests the
proposal is not very strong. Each SPC member has all comments on all proposals when they are
reviewing the proposals and these comments are taken seriously. If you hear from SPC that
your proposal did not have adequate support from the Sponsor, you can bet the comments (or
lack thereof) from the Sponsor were a factor in that decision.
Understand that taking some of these tips into account won’t guarantee acceptance of your proposal.
There will always be the unforeseen and intangibles. For example, sometimes the SPC receives
multiple competitive proposals for the same or a similar topic and then it becomes a selection between
those proposals. In addition, if the topic was presented the previous year, it is less likely to be
competitive. However, embracing these tips can improve your chances. The submission site will be
open soon (before the Annual Meeting!) so there’s no time like the present to get started!

Robert E. Chapin to Present In Vitro Toxicology Lecture
“Full Speed into an Alternative Future” is the focus of the In Vitro Toxicology Lecture and Luncheon
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for Students to be held on Monday, March 7,
12:00 PM–1:20 PM. Lecturer Robert E. Chapin
will discuss the importance of animal research to
biomedical sciences and toxicology and the
ethical obligations of the scientific community to
follow the “3Rs” of animal testing (refine,
reduce, replace) wherever it is feasible. The In
Vitro Toxicology Lecture series is sponsored by
the Colgate-Palmolive Company and hosted by
the SOT Education Committee. Graduate
students, undergraduates, postdoctoral scholars,
and recipients of Colgate-Palmolive awards are
among the guests at this event.

As in the 2010 In Vitro Lecture and Luncheon
pictured here, students will be challenged by the
speaker to wrestle with questions about future
research methodologies.

The goal of the series is to feature important
research using in vitro and alternative techniques
to study basic mechanisms and to illustrate how
these test methods benefit animal welfare by refining and reducing animal use.

SOT’s 50th Anniversary Global Gallery of Toxicology
In honor of SOT’s 50th Anniversary, societies of toxicology from around the world were invited to
participate in the “Global Galley of Toxicology.” Posters showcasing their formation, key
accomplishments and strategic initiatives, current and future activities, and upcoming meeting dates
will be prominently displayed in the Walter E. Washington Convention Center. SOT and these
societies aim to increase the reliance of international decision-makers on the science of toxicology to
advance human health and disease prevention. The Gallery is located in the Exhibit Hall adjacent to
the 600 Poster section.

2011 Annual Meeting Sponsors Demonstrate Commitment to
Advancing the Science of Toxicology
SOT appreciates the support of the 2011 Annual Meeting Sponsors. These sponsors help SOT keep
registration fees low, thereby enabling scientists at every level in their career to participate in this
meeting. Annual Meeting sponsorship also helps offset the cost of functions such as the Minority
Student Program, Undergraduate Program, Student/Postdoctoral Scholar events, Continuing
Education Program, and Public Outreach. Moreover, Annual Meeting sponsorship provides an
opportunity to increase overall awareness of an organization or company to SOT members and
Annual Meeting attendees. Consider becoming a sponsor for the 2012 Annual Meeting and beyond. If
you are interested in SOT Sponsorship, visit the Sponsorship Opportunities section of the SOT 2011
Annual Meeting website and contact SOT Headquarters at 703.438.3115.
Thank You 2011 Annual Meeting Sponsors!
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2011 ToxExpo™ Features Cutting-Edge Toxicology-Related
Services
ToxExpo™ is the profession’s largest trade show of its kind anywhere. Attendees and exhibitors from
around the globe gather to exchange ideas and debut state-of-the-art products, services, and
technologies. Toxicologists and industry professionals have the unparalleled opportunity to gain
first-hand knowledge on the latest advances from more than 346 exhibiting companies.
The exhibit hours are as follows:
Monday, March 7

9:00 AM–4:30 PM

Tuesday, March 8

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

Wednesday, March 9

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

New This Year: ToxExpo™ Time!
Monday, March 7 from 1:00 PM–2:00 PM
In addition to the standard Exhibit Hall hours and poster presentation times, one hour of
dedicated ToxExpo™ Time has been allotted in the scientific program for attendees to visit
with exhibitors.
More than 46 Exhibitor Hosted Sessions will be held during the Annual Meeting. See the Program
and the SOT website for details.

ToxExpo™ Prize Drawing $500!
Drawings to take place on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in the Exhibit Hall. A $500 American
Express Gift card will be awarded each day.
To enter, simply drop your business cards in the ToxExpo™ prize drawing boxes found in all
Diamond Level Sponsor booths.

2012 Plans Are Already Underway!!!
Present a Scientific Session or CE Course at the 51st Annual Meeting in San Francisco
Do you have an idea for a scientific session or Continuing Education (CE) course that should be
presented at the 51st Annual Meeting? It is not too early to start thinking about ideas and making
plans. The Annual Meeting program for the Society provides attendees with an opportunity to learn
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about emerging fields and how they apply to toxicology. Why not position yourself to deliver a high
quality basic or advanced CE course, or a cutting-edge session that will be delivered at the leading
international forum for toxicologists. The Annual Meeting will continue to track timely themes and
CE target areas and we encourage you to join these ranks and leave your scientific “footprint” in San
Francisco!
The Scientific Program Committee (SPC) and CE Committee pay special attention to suggestions by
Annual Meeting attendees, and as a result have selected the CE 2012 Target Areas around which
proposals may be developed, in addition to the overall meeting themes. These Target Areas are as
follows:
Assessment of the Role of Neuroinflammation in Neurotoxicity
Non-Coding RNAs and Their Role in Biology and Toxicology
Drug Metabolism
The SPC solicited input on suggested themes for the 2012 meeting. Following the January 10 deadline
for the submission of proposed themes, the SPC undertook a review. The 2012 Scientific Program
Themes are as follows:
Aberrant Gene Expression in Toxicity and Disease—Epigenetics and MicroRNAs
Characterizing Toxic Modes of Action and Pathways to Toxicity
Influence of Global Climate Change on Environmental Health Issues
Clinical Toxicology from Bedside to the Bench and Back
Regulatory Science: Bridging the Gap between Discovery and Product Availability
Regardless of whether a scientific session or CE course is related to a scientific program theme, or the
CE Target Area, all proposals are evaluated on their merit. All topics for proposal submissions are
welcome and will be reviewed under the current criteria for their timeliness and relevance to the field
of toxicology. If you wish to submit a proposal for consideration, we encourage you to begin working
with your SS and SIG.
We hope you will consider developing a proposal for the 51st Annual Meeting in San Francisco in
2012! All proposals will be submitted online by April 30, 2011.

SOT On-Site Job Bank Services Facilitate Employer and
Candidate Interaction
The Job Bank Center is available during the following hours and is located in the Walter E.
Washington Convention Center, Room 157:
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1:00 PM–4:30 PM
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9:00 AM–4:30 PM

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM
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Wednesday, March 9, 2011 8:30 AM–4:30 PM
For additional information, contact John Bae at SOT Headquarters. Tel: 703.438.3115 ext. 1660

Education-Career Development Sessions
These sessions provide tools and resources to toxicologists that will enhance your near-term and
long-term professional and scientific development.
Social Media and Informatics Essentials for Toxicologists
Monday, March 7, 12:10 PM–1:30 PM, Room 147
From Pilot Grants to High-End Journals: The Science of Writing
Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 AM–7:50 AM, Room 144
Polishing Today’s Job Candidate in a Tough Economy
Wednesday, March 9, 1:30 PM–4:15 PM, Room 202A
Bringing Toxicology to the Decision-Makers Table: Opportunities for Science Policy Positions
in Washington, D.C.
Thursday, March 10, 6:30 AM–7:50 AM, Room 145

NIEHS/NTP Director and Staff to Provide Live Updates at the
SOT 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) and National Toxicology Program
(NTP) representatives, including Director Linda S. Birnbaum, will be providing LIVE updates
throughout the upcoming SOT conference in Washington, D.C.
These real-time reports will highlight the breakthrough research, awards being given out, and
interesting people that make the SOT Annual Meeting so unique. Guests, including 2010–2011 SOT
President Michael P. Holsapple, will also be contributing their perspectives during the meeting.
Beginning March 6, look for updates, pictures, and videos on the NIEHS website, or follow NIEHS
on Twitter.
See you in Washington, D.C.!

Evidence-Based Toxicology is Focus of March 10 Satellite
Meeting
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In conjunction with the SOT Annual Meeting, the Johns Hopkins Center for Alternatives in Animal
Testing will convene an Evidence-Based Toxicology (EBT) Collaboration Kick-Off Meeting,
Thursday, March 10 from 12:00 NOON–3:00 PM in Room 206 of the Convention Center. A group of
toxicologists with backgrounds in industry, government oversight, academia, and animal welfare have
created the EBT Collaboration to foster the development of a process, based on the Cochrane
Collaboration in Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM), for quality assurance of new toxicity tests for the
assessment of safety in humans and the environment. To start the collaboration and solicit input from
the stakeholder community, the EBT Collaboration steering group is organizing this workshop to take
place immediately following the Society’s Annual Meeting.
At the workshop, speakers will present the concept of EBT as it pertains to decision-making about the
utility of new toxicity tests and their implementation into the risk assessment process. The anticipated
promise of EBT is to provide a quality, science-driven approach to assessing the effects of drugs and
chemicals on human health and the environment and provides principles of how to incorporate
published information into the decision-making process. For further information and to register for the
workshop, visit the EBT website.
Science News

Scientific Liaison Coalition Holds Inaugural Meeting
—Follow-Up to Human Health and Disease Prevention Summit
Building on the success of the July 27, 2010 Human Health and Disease Prevention Summit, the SOT
Scientific Liaison Task Force (SLTF) is coordinating efforts to hold a second inter-society meeting on
March 6 in conjunction with the SOT Annual Meeting. As a result of the July meeting, a Scientific
Liaison Coalition (SLC) has been established to provide a forum for discussion of topics of broad
interest and to explore the development of partnership activities ranging from joint meetings/symposia
to the preparation of position papers, Congressional Science Briefings, and other science- and
health-based activities. The members of the SLTF include David G. Kaufman, Chair, John DeSesso,
Jeffrey I. Everitt, Kenneth I. Hastings, Thomas B. Knudsen, John B. Morris (SOT Council
Contact), Qiang Ma, and Dennis Naas.
The March 6 meeting will focus on three topic areas agreed upon by SLC society representatives and
are as follows:
New Risk-Benefit Standards—High Throughput Testing in Regulatory Decision Making
Metabolic Syndrome
Epigenetics and Developmental Programming of Cells: Their Relationship to Disease
Societies participating in the SLC include the American Academy of Clinical Toxicology (AACT),
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), American Chemical Society (ACS), American
Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET), The Endocrine Society (ENDO),
Environmental Mutagen Society (EMS), International Society for the Study of Xenobiotics (ISSX),
Safety Pharmacology Society (SPS), Society for Risk Analysis (SRA), Society for the Study of
Reproduction (SSR), Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC), Society of
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Toxicologic Pathology (STP), Society of Toxicology, and Teratology Society.

SOT Meets with U.S. EPA Assistant Administrator Anastas
On December 15, 2010, the Society of Toxicology and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.
EPA) met to build on the positive steps taken over the past year. SOT participants included SOT
President Michael P. Holsapple, Councilors John B. Morris and Matthew S. Bogdanffy, and SOT
Executive Director Shawn Douglas Lamb. In addition to U.S. EPA Assistant Administrator Paul
Anastas, SOT Government Liasion Groups, Hal Zenick, U.S. EPA Agency Contact, and Deputy
Assistant Administrator for Management, Lek Kadeli, participated in this meeting. Dr. Holsapple
expressed his appreciation for the continued dialogue and collaboration between SOT and U.S. EPA
during this face-to-face meeting. Dr. Holsapple noted U.S. EPA’s increased presence at the SOT
Annual Meeting including sessions developed and chaired by U.S. EPA employees, as well as an
impressive showing throughout the program as speakers in scientific sessions. The Society is excited
to be in the beginning planning phase for a Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology Conference linking
chemical design and toxicology.
The participants discussed a wide range of issues including SOT and U.S. EPA efforts to increase the
impact of toxicology on human health and disease prevention and to foster the integration of
sub-disciplines, with an emphasis on partnerships with health-based organizations. Both organizations
are seeking opportunities to raise awareness and appreciation of toxicology to scientists not trained as
toxicologists. Thus, SOT will work with Dr. Zenick to explore U.S. EPA hosting a joint meeting with
SOT and the American Chemistry Society to look at ways to encourage the integration of toxicology
and chemistry at a curriculum level, as well as including toxicology as a component of the
characterization of a chemical/compound.

Upcoming Meetings
SOT sponsors two types of meetings outside of the SOT
Annual Meeting: Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology
(CCT) meetings and Non-SOT meetings.
CCT meetings are one-to two-day focused, open registration,
scientific meetings in contemporary and rapidly progressing
areas of toxicological sciences. Non-SOT meetings are
sponsored by other not-for-profit organizations and SOT will
either endorse or provide sponsorship money to toxicologyrelated meetings.

Legislative and Regulatory Update
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SOT TSCA Task Force Meets with Hill Staff
The Society’s newly appointed Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Task Force met recently with
key Capitol Hill staff, which has responsibility for drafting reform legislation for this 35-year-old
statute. SOT members traveled to the D.C. metropolitan area and met with the staff professionals from
various House and Senate Subcommittees to which proposed TSCA legislation will likely be referred
once introduced.
According to Daland Juberg, chairman of the new task force, “These meetings were engaging and
encouraging. The Hill is seeking input from stakeholders, and I believe the SOT can offer advice and
insight in the way of scientific information and education related to TSCA Reform. We are looking
forward to subsequent meetings and to working with these professionals as they move forward to
reform this 1976 Act.”
The TSCA Task Force was established some months ago by SOT Council, who views TSCA reform
as an important policy matter that warrants attention and effort by the SOT membership. SOT
President Michael P. Holsapple noted that two important objectives for this group are to (1) offer
Congressional staff sound scientific information about the technical (i.e., scientific/toxicological)
issues related to TSCA reform and (2) provide SOT members with detailed information about the
legislative reform initiatives.
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