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Winter Issue 2011
SOT News

President’s Message
As I sit down to compose the President’s Message for the Winter
Communiqué, we are nearing the end of 2010, which means that we are only a
few months away from our next Annual Meeting. Not too surprisingly, the
preparations for our 50th Anniversary Meeting are well underway. As many of
you know, the abstract deadline was in early October. We received just a little
shy of 2,500 abstracts, a fabulous number, which exceeded all previous
records! If you were not able to submit in October, but would like an
opportunity, the deadline for late-breaking and grace period abstracts is
January 21, 2011. See the 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting Section of this
issue of the Communiqué for more information. In the preliminary Annual
President
Meeting announcement, you have already seen the solid scientific program
Michael P.
(e.g., symposia, workshops, roundtables) and continuing education courses
Holsapple
that the members of the Scientific Program Committee (SPC) and Continuing
Education (CE) Committee, respectively, have put together Jon C. Cook and
William Slikker, Jr., the SPC Chair and Co-Chair respectively, have taken full advantage of the fact
that our meeting will take place in Washington, D.C., and have secured the commitment of some
excellent plenary speakers. Francis Collins, the Director of the NIH, will open our meeting with a
plenary lecture on Monday. Margaret Hamburg, the Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (U.S. FDA), and Lisa Jackson, the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), will give plenary lectures on Tuesday and Thursday, respectively.
Finally, Professor Steve Jackson, the Head of the Cancer Research UK Laboratories from the
University of Cambridge, will give the Annual Medical Research Council (MRC) Lecture on
Wednesday. In addition to an unprecedented number of plenary lectures, the Meet the Director series
on Wednesday will also offer expanded coverage with presentations by the following individuals:
Paul Anastas, Assistant Administrator, Office of Research and Development, U.S. EPA; Linda S.
Birnbaum, Director, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences; Seymour Garte, Director
of the Division of Physiological and Pathological Sciences, Center for Scientific Review; Jesse
Goodman, Chief Scientist and Deputy Commissioner for Science and Public Health, U.S. FDA; John
Howard, Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Institute for Occupational
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Safety and Health; and Yvonne Maddox, Director of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, National Instituted of
Child Health and Human Development. Be looking for additional details about their specific topics as
this information becomes available.
You are also encouraged to keep your eyes open for announcements about a number of special events
that are being developed as part of the celebration of our 50th anniversary. I would like to take this
opportunity to highlight just a few. The Postdoctoral Assembly (PDA) will be sponsoring the 50th
Anniversary Silent Auction, with the proceeds being donated to the General Purpose Funds within our
Endowment. On Tuesday, March 8, at 4:30 PM, there will be a Member Celebration Meeting
reflecting on SOT’s first 50 years of accomplishments and revealing member contributions to a time
caspsule that will be archived and opened at SOT’s 75th Annuniversary Meeting. As yet another
reflection of our commitment to our global strategy, the SOT leadership has recently reached out to
our sister societies of toxicology from around the world about participating in the Global Gallery of
Toxicology. Each society has been invited to display a poster showcasing their start date, history, key
accomplishments and strategic initiatives, current activities, and upcoming meeting dates. Finally, the
SOT is collaborating with the Smithsonian Institute to co-organize and co-host a seminar on
toxicology on Saturday, March 5, entitled, “Poisons: When Good Chemicals Turn Bad.” This seminar,
which will be open to the public, will feature an overview of, and the latest research in, the science of
toxicology.
As I have done in previous Messages, I would like to highlight the reviews of components of our
Strategic Plan, which were conducted during recent Council meetings. In July, Council members
Michael P. Waalkes and Cheryl Lyn Walker reviewed Strategic Priority #1—Increase Scientific
Impact. Their review started with the recognition that the SOT is a broad-based, multi-disciplinary
organization where our members share the common goal of “creating a safer and healthier world by
advancing the science of toxicology.” The SOT has instituted many prior activities to facilitate
advancements in toxicology, and there are numerous avenues to promote scientific progress within the
discipline, with the potential to enhance the impact of Toxicology as a seminal science for human,
animal, and environmental health. Space will not allow me to describe all of the ongoing activities;
but I would like to highlight a few, as an example of how our committees and task forces are
increasing scientific impact. In my last Message, I remarked on some of the efforts underway by the
Board of Publications and the Editorial Board of Toxicological Sciences that will serve to increase the
scientific impact of toxicology. The Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT) Conferences
Committee is working with various groups to identify strong, international topics that increase
scientific impact and have strong global significance. Among some of their ongoing activities are the
following: they are working with the U.S. EPA to develop a potential CCT on Green Chemistry; they
are reviewing SPC submissions to identify topics for possible CCT meetings; and they are
establishing the criteria for the $50,000 that has been committed to underwrite up to two CCT
meetings each year. As the goal of the latter initiative is to create an incentive to increase the
frequency of CCT meetings in order to elevate the science, the committee also will develop metrics to
determine the effectiveness of this incentive program. The Education Committee is continuing to
focus on core activities to increase the awareness and recognition for scientific achievements within
toxicology. Specifically, they are organizing and will host a K–12 museum event in conjunction with
the Annual Meeting, and they are working with the National Academy (Koshland Museum) and
government agencies to feature information and hands-on activities reflecting the history of
toxicology. Before leaving the discussion of our Strategic Priority to Increase Scientific Impact, I
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think it is important to note that one of the key objectives of this priority is to increase the impact of
toxicology on human health and disease prevention. Because I don’t believe that the importance of
disease prevention in toxicology has been extensively covered in previous editions of the
Communiqué, I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize the role being played by the Disease
Prevention Task Force (DPTF). The DPTF drafted several 2011 meeting proposals and endorsed a
number of 2011 Annual Meeting sessions under the Environment and Disease Annual Meeting theme.
The DPTF recently had a strategic planning meeting in which they developed a list of short-term and
long-term tactical objectives to help educate the membership on why disease prevention is an
important component of our strategic plan. After much discussion, the DPTF agreed on the following
definition: Disease Prevention seeks to reduce causes and contributors to disease/disability by
predicting harmful effects and preventing exposures to biologics, chemicals, and drugs. They believe
that SOT contributes to Disease Prevention through the use of mechanistic and translational sciences,
and effective communications. They discussed three levels of Disease Prevention: Primary prevention
—predict exposure to risk; Secondary prevention—detect early exposure and resulting effects; and
Tertiary prevention—respond to disease. The DPTF agreed that SOT should engage in the elements of
primary and secondary prevention. It was their consensus that the Society should be more proactive
and not reactive, and that we should make disease prevention a part of the overall philosophy for
toxicological research. Among their short-term activities, they also discussed the need to educate
study section reviewers on how toxicological studies are applicable to disease prevention; the
possibility of soliciting manuscripts to ToxSci by creating a disease prevention or translational science
section in the journal on the role that toxicology is playing in disease prevention; and the opportunity
to work with the 2012 SPC to have a plenary speaker who could focus on disease prevention.
At the September meeting, SOT Council members Lawrence R. Curtis and William Slikker Jr.
reviewed Strategic Priority #3—Build for the Future of Toxicology. They noted that SOT currently
addresses the needs of its membership by providing a variety of valuable activities; but they
emphasized that it is necessary for the Society and the individual members to plan for the future and
to be proactive. The use of emerging technologies, the integration of relevant and forward-looking
training, and the implementation of a vibrant and relevant research enterprise are necessary to build
for the future of toxicology. As was done during the Council reviews of the other strategic priorities,
Drs. Curtis and Slikker discussed how the various committees and task forces are contributing to
building for the future of toxicology. As was discussed in the last Communiqué, the Board of
Publications has initiated the search for the next Editor-in-Chief of Toxicological Sciences. The Career
Resource and Development (CRAD) Committee will conduct follow-up surveys to employers who
utilized the on-site job bank at the SOT Annual Meeting, and will continue to work with the
Professional Needs Assessment Task Force in the creation of a Job Market Survey to be distributed by
the 3Q in 2010. The Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI) will explore mechanisms for increasing
responsibility and future leadership; for recruiting high-caliber students, providing them access to
established Tox-training programs and encouraging research internships; and for expanding the
application pool of Gehring Student Diversity Awards. CDI will also continue to fund the Guest
Lecturer program and to promote the availability of resources. Finally, CDI will plan and execute an
Undergraduate Education Program in 2010–2011. The CE Committee will continue to create on-line
courses and will work to increase the involvement of students and postdoctoral fellows in CE. The
Education Committee will continue activities to encourage SOT members to serve as educators at all
levels. Their major efforts will be to provide appropriate resources for undergraduate instruction to
train future toxicologists; to align the graduate, undergraduate, and K–12 strategic plans with the SOT
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Strategic Objectives; and to identify emerging educational needs at upper K–12, undergraduate,
graduate, and postgraduate levels. The Education Committee also is exploring plans to develop an
education summit with other committees and task forces to focus efforts. The Endowment Fund Board
(EFB) will work with potential contributors to identify new Endowment Funds; will work with
Council to identify programs to associate with the four General Purpose Funds; and will work with
SOT Headquarters to create a marketing plan for the current Endowment Funds, including the
creation of additional recognition methods. Importantly, the members of the EFB recognize that a new
strategic approach is needed for the growth and sustainability of the various endowment funds. The
PDA is planning to develop 3–4 career development webinars for 2010–2011 and to fully utilize
ToXchange to communicate with their members. The PDA also will advertise and endorse the on-line
Mentor Match program, and will organize one joint PDA and Student Advisory Council (SAC)
strategic planning call to improve student and postdoc outreach for the Mentor Match program. As
noted above, the PDA also will organize a silent auction in celebration of the SOT’s 50th Anniversary.
Besides working with the PDA on the Mentor Match program, the SAC will organize the “Lunch with
an Expert” at the SOT Annual Meeting, and like the PDA, the SAC will increase communication
among its members through communities in ToXchange, and will develop three webinars on topics of
interest to graduate students. Finally, the Research Funding Committee (RFC) will develop a strategy
to exert a positive influence on those who make funding decisions/priorities. The RFC will engage
Regional Chapters to assist with the identification of local issues that might emphasize the importance
of toxicology, and ultimately provide funding opportunities. The RFC will continue to organize the
Research Funding Resource Room and the Brown Bag Lunch at the Annual Meeting as mechanisms
to increase interactions with funders. The RFC also will implement an outreach approach to
encourage toxicologists to develop proposals that are more flexible, i.e., disease-oriented; to provide
links to agency roadmaps; and to work with program offices at institute panels. The RFC plans to
provide a clearinghouse for scholarship funding from industry, and to engage industry in a dialogue
about advantages in training funding from industry. Ultimately, it was recognized by Council that a
stream of talented and well-trained toxicologists is required if our future is to be secured.
Michael P. Holsapple
2010–2011 SOT President

SOT Turns 50 and There Are Many Opportunities
to Celebrate
For the 50th Anniversary of the Society, a number of celebration activities including events,
programs, publications, and awards have been developed by various committees, Regional Chapters,
Specialty Sections, Special Interest Groups, and Task Forces. Several of these are highlighted below.
For a complete overview of all the featured Annual Meeting events, view the listing of the 50th
Anniversary Celebration Activities.

SOT 50th Anniversary Celebration Event
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Please note that the Celebration Event is a ticketed event. The traditional Sunday evening Welcoming
Reception will not be held in 2011.

Sign Up for the Past Presidents 5K Fun Run—Can You Keep Up
with These SOT Leaders?
The SOT Past Presidents have organized a 5K Fun Run to kick off the SOT 50th Anniversary Annual
Meeting. This event will be held on Sunday, March 6, at 6:00 AM at scenic Hains Point in East
Potomac Park, where the Anacostia River joins the Potomac River. SOT Past Presidents Jay I.
Goodman (1999–2000) and William F. Greenlee (2002–2003) will set the pace for this competitive,
fun-filled event. SOT Past Presidents will cheer you on and greet you as you cross the finish line.
You can sign up on the SOT Annual Meeting Web site after January 1, 2011. If you preregister before
February 15, 2011, you will receive a free 2011 Fun Run T-shirt. Transportation to the Fun Run will
depart at 6:00 AM from the L Street entrance of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center and
return to the same location. Results will be announced on ToXchange, at the 50th Anniversary
Member Celebration Meeting on Tuesday, as well as on the SOT Web site and in the Communiqué.

50th Anniversary Member Meeting—Commemorating the Past
and Planning for the Future
All SOT Members are encouraged to attend the 50th Anniversary Member Meeting on Tuesday,
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March 8, from 4:30 PM–6:30 PM in Room 207 of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center. Join
in celebrating the Society’s first 50 years of accomplishments, its history and growth, and learn about
initiatives planned for the years ahead. Member groups, including Regional Chapters, Specialty
Sections, Special Interest Groups, and Committees, have contributed to making SOT a vigorous and
highly effective organization and each will be adding to the SOT Time Capsule. Come learn what will
be included. This lively event will serve as the ideal prelude to the 50th Anniversary Celebration!
For more information on the 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting, visit the Annual Meeting Section of
this issue.

Upcoming Election—Be Sure to Vote
Ballots for the election of 2011–2012 SOT Council officers and elected standing committees will be
sent via e-mail to Full members, Retired Full, and Emeritus members by December 31, 2010. Offices
to be filled include the Vice President-Elect, Secretary-Elect, two Councilors, two Membership
Committee members, four Awards Committee members, and four Nominating Committee members.
If you are a Full member, please vote on-line on or before February 1, 2011. If you vote by paper
ballot, please fax the signed cover sheet and ballot to the fax number on the form. The results of the
election will be announced via e-mail in late February, as well as at the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting in
Washington, D.C.

ToxSci Features 50th Anniversary Articles and Special
Supplement
In commemoration of the Society of Toxicology’s 50th Anniversary, Toxicological Sciences, the SOT
journal, will include review articles by distinguished international experts that focus on major
milestones and impactful areas of toxicology. “My goal for these articles is that they will be viewed as
a ‘golden collection’—a significant scholarly compilation that educates toxicologists young and old,
stimulates new ideas in toxicologic research, and celebrates our mission to create a safer and healthier
world,” said Lois D. Lehman-McKeeman, Editor-in-Chief of Toxicological Sciences.
Important contributions to toxicology will be celebrated in each issue of Toxicological Sciences in
2011. The first article published in January 2011, will focus on the hallmarks and mechanisms of cell
death, a subject that is fundamental to nearly all toxic responses. Future topics in the regular monthly
issue will include genetic polymorphism, epigenetics, flame retardants, and the toxicology of climate
change.
A March 2011, Special Anniversary Supplement will represent areas that are, or have been, a major
focus and impactful areas in toxicology with forward-looking topics, including reviews on
carcinogenesis, toxicogenomics, nanotoxicology, and synthetic biology. The articles provide historical
perspective on the subject matter, major advances in the field, and thoughts on the future of
toxicology.
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SOT Meets with NIOSH Director John Howard
On Friday, October 29, SOT President Michael P. Holsapple, Secretary Peter L. Goering, and
Executive Director Shawn Douglas Lamb met with John Howard, Director, National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). The discussion focused on areas of mutual interest and
ways to strengthen the partnership between these organizations. A number of avenues for enhancing
liaison efforts were discussed, such as participation in the SOT Annual Meeting program,
development of conferences such as those convened by the Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology
Conferences Committee, and implementation of a Memorandum of Understanding. Dr. Howard will
be a featured speaker at the Directors Meeting at the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting. The popular “Meet
the Directors” sessions will be held on Wednesday, March 9. For additional information, please visit
the SOT Web site.

SOT Leaders Exchange Ideas During Meeting with ORD Head
Dr. Paul Anastas
SOT President Michael P. Holsapple, SOT Councilors John B. Morris and Matthew S. Bogdanffy,
and SOT Executive Director Shawn Douglas Lamb met recently with Paul Anastas, Assistant
Administrator for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S. EPA) Office of Research and
Development (ORD) to talk about areas of mutual interest and ways that SOT can facilitate U.S. EPA
presence at the SOT Annual Meetings and Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology Workshops. Hal
Zenick, who works at U.S. EPA and is an SOT member, was also in attendance. The group also talked
about the U.S. EPA activities during the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting and ToxExpo™. U.S. EPA is
hosting a symposium on Tuesday, March 8, 2011, entitled, “Safer Products for a Sustainable World:
Linking chemical Design and Toxicology.” The chair for the session is Dr. Zenick. The U.S. EPA
Administrator Lisa Jackson will be a featured Plenary speaker at 8:00 AM on Thursday, March 10,
2011, and Dr. Anastas will be a guest speaker at 3:45 PM on Wednesday, March 9, 2011, as part of
the Meeting the Director series.

NIEHS and SOT Meet to Discuss Partnership Opportunities
Last September, John M. Balbus, Senior Advisor, Public Health, at the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS), met with SOT Leaders including, Cheryl Lyn Walker, Jon
C. Cook, and Donald A. Fox, to talk about partnership opportunities between NIEHS and SOT.
Leaders spoke about the feasibility of establishing a coalition to further educate Congressional staffers
about scientific research, NIEHS, and toxicology. The group also discussed ways that SOT could
promote NIEHS workshops and the science that NIEHS is conducting to other target audiences
including the public and the press.

SOT Co-Hosts Congressional Briefing on Pharmaceuticals in
7 of 52

5/14/15, 10:24 AM

http://www.toxicology.org/ai/pub/w11/w11_fullversion.asp

the Water
More than 100 Congressional staff, agency personnel, and non-governmental organizations attended a
Congressional Science Briefing (CSB) early this fall entitled, “Pharmaceuticals in Our Water:
Concerns and Responses.” This CSB was co-hosted by SOT, the American Chemical Society, and the
Society for Risk Analysis. Panelists for this September 14, luncheon session explored what is known
and unknown about the issue and examined steps that can be taken to reduce the unintended
consequences from chemicals being in the water. The moderator for the session was Jane Staveley,
principal environmental scientist, of the ARCADIS organization. Other panelists included, Mae Wu,
program attorney in the Health and Environment Program at the Natural Resources Defense Council;
Shane Snyder, professor in the College of Engineering at the University of Arizona and co-director of
the Arizona Laboratory for Emerging Contaminants; Sierra Fletcher, director for policy and
programs, at the Product Stewardship Institute; and Richard Williams, an environmental scientist
with more than 25 years of experience evaluating the environmental fate and risks of chemicals and
pharmaceuticals for industry and agencies.
The session was taped and is available on the American Chemical Society Web site.

SOT TSCA Task Force Underway
The SOT Toxic Substances and Control Act (TSCA) Task Force met for the first time in October to
talk about the mission and scope they will undertake. SOT President Michael P. Holsapple and
members of the SOT Council elected to convene this group given the importance of TSCA reform to
the members of the Society. Council envisions that this Task Force should be able to complete its
objectives shortly after the 50th Anniversary Meeting in March. Daland R. Juberg serves as the
chairman and the members include Dennis J. Devlin, William H. Farland, Ronald S. Filler, George
M. Gray, Mark W. Lafranconi, James C. Lamb, IV, Nancy J. Rachman, and Robert S.
Skoglund. The mission of the SOT TSCA Task Force will be to review the various provisions of the
Senate and House bills, and to develop a communication outreach strategy with two targeted
audiences. One audience is the SOT membership, who will need to be informed about the impact of
TSCA reform on toxicity testing. The other audience is Congressional staffers, who have already
conveyed to the Society the need for technical information about the provisions of the proposed bills
as they proceed to amend the current statute. For additional information, please contact Martha
Lindauer.

Research Funding Committee Encourages Grant Funding and
Increases Access to Funding Information on the SOT Web Site
The Society of Toxicology posts information about funding for research that will be of interest to the
SOT membership at every educational and career stage. Grant announcements are linked at Grants
and Funding Opportunities for the United States as well as other countries. SOT Headquarters
appreciates receiving notification of research funding opportunities to post on the SOT Web site,
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which can be sent to SOT Headquarters.
The Research Funding Committee (RFC) is collecting resources of interest on the Web page. You will
find presentations from the last Annual Meeting discussing grant opportunities and links to reference
sites. Among these links are the extensive resources provided by the Center for Scientific Review,
such as the “Inside the NIH Grant Review Process Video,” “Guidelines Given to Reviewers,” and
information about NIH Regional Workshops
SOT recently sent a letter to the House and Senate Budget and Appropriations Committees in support
of level-funding for research at the request of the RFC. The message supported the September 28,
editorial in Science News by William Talman, President of the Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology (FASEB). SOT indicated in the letter that the drop in funding at the end of the
supplemental funding provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) will result
in the end of the research of many scientists. The ARRA has provided supplemental funding of
approximately $4.5 billion dollars annually for the past two years. SOT stressed the importance of the
need for consistent funding by stating:
“The lack of consistent funding from year to year is highly disruptive and very wasteful
as highly trained laboratory personnel lose their jobs…. The current state of research
funding in the U.S. often leads to a large surge in funding followed by limited funding,
decreasing the ability to maintain staffing, lab equipment, and the momentum needed for
steady progress. Indeed, the ARRA funding really helped compensate for losses of
purchasing power by NIH from about 2003. According to William Talman, President of
the FASEB, without continued funding at this level, there will be a 15% loss of
purchasing power and a loss of perhaps 4,000 grants from NIH alone (Science News,
September 25, 2010).
As the nation considers how to increase the training of scientists and the infrastructure
required to keep U.S. science competitive with the rest of the world, we encourage the
administration and Congress to continue to fund the research that provides training for the
next generation of scientists as well as the important advances that will continue to
improve the health and lives of our citizens.”

SOT Supports Reauthorization of America COMPETES
SOT has joined with other societies in signing a letter sent to the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation supporting reauthorization of America Creating Opportunities to
Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science Act (COMPETES) upon
recommendation by the Education Committee. Originated by the Disciplinary Society and
Educational Association Alliance, the letter states, “As Congress prepares to conclude its work for the
year, we strongly support action on the COMPETES reauthorization bill. In this time of heightened
concern to get our economy moving, we believe it is essential that we not lose ground on improving
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics education, at all levels, including the critical
undergraduate programs that are essential for educating our future high-tech workforce.”
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At one point it appeared that the act was not moving forward this session. However, in the flurry of
activity that has come about with the ending of the term, a revised version of the bill was passed by
unanimous consent of the Senate on December 17, and is slated for House vote on December 21.
Even if the bill passes, separate legislation is required to increase the agency budgets to carry out the
programs in America COMPETES.
The America COMPETES act was passed in 2007 and called for the enhancement of research
capacity, strengthening of undergraduate education, teacher training, and increased coordination
among federal agencies supporting efforts in science, engineering, technology, and math. The act
included specific recommendations for appropriations to the National Science Foundation relative to
these efforts.
The letter also reinforces the pivotal role of disciplinary societies in innovation, evaluation, and
integration of what works in higher education institutions and in supporting quality science education
in our schools. For additional information, visit the America COMPETES Web site.

SOT 50th Anniversary Endowment Matching Fund—Act Now
In honor of SOT’s 50th Anniversary, SOT Council committed to match
$750,000
of the Contributions to the Endowment Fund.
This Match only is to the General Purpose Fund Contributions.
Almost $600,000 in Contributions Has Already Been Matched.
Help Us Exhaust the Match with Your Contribution!!
Visit the Endowment Section of the SOT Web site.

SOT Endowment Fund Disbursements Foster Building
for the Future of Toxicology
The purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide financial support for the Society’s programs. The
Endowment Fund is comprised of four General Purpose Funds and 30 Specific Purpose Funds.
Judicious distributions from these funds are available to foster and bolster initiatives of importance to
advancing the discipline of toxicology. The Endowment Fund Board approved a 4% expenditure of
the Specific Purpose Funds that have reached permanently restricted/perpetuity status and the four
General Purpose Funds: Education, International Activities, SOT Priorities, and Student Travel.
Working with the various committees that have activities that are aligned with the priorities of the
General Purpose funds, Council has authorized uses of the funds for the purposes described below and
will be acknowledged for providing this support.
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Student Travel Scholarships: Additional funds are being provided to support funding of
graduate students to attend the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting. To receive SOT Graduate Travel
Support, graduate students must be members of SOT and in a doctoral program. Since the
founding of SOT, providing educational opportunities for the next generation of toxicologists
has been of the highest priority to the Society and its members.
SOT/AstraZeneca/IUTOX Travel Funds: These travel fellowships provide support for
international scientists to attend the SOT Annual Meeting. Applicants may be either junior or
senior scientists, reside in developing or low-income countries where toxicology is
underrepresented, and have an active research program or be active in the practice of
toxicology. This is consistent with the Society’s goal of welcoming and engaging global
members.
Endowment Undergraduate Educator Award: The new Undergraduate Educator Award is
sponsored by the Endowment Education Fund and the SOT Priorities Fund in honor of the 50th
Anniversary. The Awards Committee will administer the award and the winner will be
recognized at the Sunday, March 6, Award Ceremony. The deadline for this year’s application
was December 12, 2010.
Please visit the Endowment Fund Section on the SOT Web site for additional information.

SOT to Provide Travel Awards to Attend NIH Regional
Seminars on Program Funding and Grants Administration
The Research Funding Committee announces the availability of travel awards for SOT members to
attend National Institues of Health (NIH) Regional Seminars on Program Funding and Grants
Administration. Two seminars are scheduled for 2011, including April 27–29, 2011, in Phoenix,
Arizona, and June 22–24, 2011, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The NIH Office of Extramural Research
sponsors these seminars to help demystify the application and review process and to emphasize areas
of current special interest. About 30 NIH policy, grants management, review, and program staff
provide a broad array of expertise and interaction during these seminars. The target audience includes
new investigators and grants administrators. Topics include fundamentals of the NIH grants process,
writing successful grants, how to interact electronically with NIH, and pre- and post-award issues for
researchers and administrators. Optional sessions are held in advance of the seminar to provide
hands-on familiarization with the electronic Research Administration (eRA) and the eRA Commons.
Applications for the award are due February 14, 2011. Four awards of $500 each will be given to
early career investigators who have matching institutional support. Application information can be
found by selecting the name “NIH Regional Seminar Travel Awards” from the awards list on the SOT
Awards and Fellowship page.
The Workshop Notice provides additional information. Whether or not you seek SOT funding, if you
are interested in attending, register early, as the seminars fill up fast once registration is opened.
Registration for the Phoenix event will be open mid-December and early in 2011 for the Fort
Lauderdale session.
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SOT Members Involved in October USA Science and
Engineering Festival
Submitted by Maureen R. Gwinn and Jean C. Pfau
It was huge! It is not unusual for there to be a big crowd on the Mall in Washington, D.C., but October
23–24, 2010, a half-million people were there for the inaugural USA Science and Engineering
Festival, and a visitor could get involved in science in all its manifestations. You can get a sense of the
excitement and activities through the 2010 Expo Days Recap video listed on the main Web page.
There were over 1,500 interactive exhibits, historical scientist impersonators, 75 stage shows, and
much more. Sponsors and exhibitors included 850 science organizations, including many professional
societies. Related activities included visits to schools by 100 scientists and 25 Nobel Laureates, public
presentations, and other events.
Maureen R. Gwinn, SOT K–12 Task Force Chair, was there with U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) colleagues engaging students in exploring chemical interactions using “Baggie
Science.” This is one of the resources linked from the SOT K–12 Outreach for Scientists page and
relates to one of the important mission of teh U.S. EPA, understanding chemical hazards in the
environment. Her experiences were featured in the U.S. EPA Newsletter Greenversations.
Dr. Gwinn wrote, “As someone who enjoys doing
scientific outreach, the U.S. Science & Engineering
Festival was like a dream come true! Kids interested in
science, or parents who want their kids to be interested in
science, flocking to the National Mall to learn more about
science was an amazing opportunity to engage kids in
something I love…. Assessing the safety of chemicals is a
big part of what we do at U.S. EPA, and we engaged kids
to help us determine what caused the reactions when
mixing simple, everyday chemicals (baking soda, rock
Maureen R. Gwinn guides a student in salt, and water). Kids were amazed to see that mixing
understanding the observed changes these simple chemicals together (along with a pH
with combining particular chemicals. indicator) led to a change in temperature, created a gas,
and changed colors. We set out to teach kids about the
importance of understanding chemicals and how they interact with each other and the environment,
and from their responses also showed them their potential to be future scientists.”
There were also 50 satellite events across the country, and Jean C. Pfau, SOT Education Committee
member, assisted in organizing the Idaho Science and Engineering Festival at Idaho State University
(ISU). Her report follows.
Our Idaho Science and Engineering Festival here in Pocatello was an astounding success! We are
estimating that we had over 1,000 K–12 students attend, and all feedback—from kids, parents,
presenters, and visitors—was very positive. I’m hearing from parents now who are telling me that
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their kids have been talking non-stop since the Festival. Most of us who presented booths on Saturday
were pretty hoarse yesterday from talking so much!
The USA Science and Engineering Festival is a
new effort to re-ignite young people’s interest
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
through an exciting, hands-on and creative
experience…celebrating science and
engineering in general but with special
programs in clean technology, alternative
energy, green chemistry, bio-mimicry,
sustainability, ecology, and conservation. The
Festival’s participants include leaders in
technology from educational institutions,
industry, and government. Our goal was to
create a local event with the same focus, but
showcasing science in Idaho. First, we asked
A variety of activities to engage students were
ISU to be a sponsor and host, in order to have
available at the Idaho Science Festival
help with graphics, logistics, venue, budgeting,
and account management. The ISU President, the ISU Foundation, event planning, graphic design,
and all the science departments have provided critical support. Second, we needed sponsors:
companies across Idaho were contacted personally with a carefully crafted document that used the
National Festival’s excellent promotional rationale to explain what we were trying to do. Response
was excellent, with sponsors ranging from small “door prize” donations to thousands of dollars. Third,
we called on volunteers to provide booths, each with hand-on activities and fun learning opportunities
for K–12 students (and all ages). We had around 30 of these activities, ranging from sponsor booths to
presentations by faculty and academic clubs at ISU. Fourth, we contacted local schools, through the
school district administrators, for permission to visit schools during science classes or assemblies to
invite them to participate.
My booth was a blend of our asbestos work with
the “Small Dose of Toxicology,” resources
provided by Steve Gilbert, and a little bit on
ToxRAP. It went over REALLY well. We also had
some science songs playing over the loud
speakers, and door prize drawings for a variety of
things from our sponsors. Best of all, we had
“passports” for all the kids who came. There were
12 spots on the backs of their cards that they had
to get stamped by going to a booth and listening
and learning. This was pretty easy, since there
were 30 booths, and all the presenters played
Jean C. Pfau helped organize the event at ISU along with this beautifully! If the student
completely filled up their card, they won a prize as
and provided station to toxicology
they left, such as Rubik’s cubes, little squishy
animals, etc. We collected the cards, complete with child’s name, grade and school. This way, we will
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have a huge amount of data for ourselves (and the abstract I submitted for SOT 2011), and also for the
teachers. Lots of teachers were going to give their students extra credit for their sciences classes, so
we can’t wait to get feedback from them as well.
We hope to increase community engagement in science and technology and create a greater awareness
of science and engineering by staging a robust and inventive festival in Idaho; to attract enthusiastic
partners and participants; to draw a large audience of all ages; and to raise funds to support and
sustain the Festival for years to come.
The SOT Education Committee encourages you to watch for events such as these in your community
and to participate to help build the future for toxicology.

SOT Requests Summer Research and Internship Information
We want to know about the research opportunities your organization provides undergraduates and
high school students! One priority of SOT is recruitment of students into careers in toxicology, and
summer research opportunities are one of the best ways to spark interest in the field. Please send SOT,
via educ@toxicology.org, the link to research programs provided by your company or academic
institution to add to SOT research experience resources. We maintain a series of Web pages to provide
quick access for students to research opportunities. The page Student Research Internships in
Toxicology provides various links to research experience opportunities and resources, with
Toxicology Internship Postings as the important page targeted for programs related to toxicology.
Government Internship Opportunities provides a window into the variety of programs at various
government agencies and Other Internship Opportunities gives access to programs less closely
connected to toxicology.
SOT touches undergraduates through activities of the Education Committee and Committee on
Diversity Initiatives and sends periodic messages to mailing lists. You can help us provide rich
information for these students.

Graduate Students, Postdocs, and All Toxicologists—SOT
Undergraduate Program Wants YOU!
The Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI) is asking that you join them in an important effort to
recruit the next generation of toxicologists by serving as a mentor at the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting
for the Undergraduate Education Program. Into the third decade at the SOT Annual Meeting, this
program provides the opportunity for promising undergraduates to learn about toxicology and the
rewards of careers in biomedical science.
Approximately 35 students will be funded to attend the meeting and the special program will include
introductory toxicology lectures and poster and career sessions. Participants are organized into groups
of about five students, with two graduate school peer mentors and two SOT toxicologist host-mentors
per group. This mentoring arrangement is one of the most important aspects of the program and the
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personal attention gives the students opportunities
to ask questions in an informal setting and to learn
about toxicologists as people as well as scientists.
Please volunteer to assist by contacting Jennifer L.
Rayner or Betty J. Eidemiller. Then plan your
arrival in Washington, D.C. so that you can be at
the opening session Saturday afternoon, March 5.
Mentors continue to interact with the students
through the close of the program mid-afternoon on
Monday.
In addition, if you have ever been involved in the
CDI Undergraduate Program, mark your Annual
Meeting calendar for 8:00 PM Saturday, March 5,
to join in the CDI Reunion to celebrate
accomplishments and greet friends old and new.

Erin P. Hines, Eva D. McLanahan, and
Marquea D. King were mentors for the 2010
Undergraduate Program.

SOT Sponsors Speaker at 10th Anniversary Meeting
for Minority Students
Submitted by Jennifer L. Rayner, Committee on Diversity Initiatives
The Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI) staffed an
exhibition booth at the 10th Anniversary of the Annual
Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students
(ABRCMS) in Charlotte, North Carolina, held November
10–13, 2010. This is the third year that SOT has
participated in this meeting as a sponsor and exhibitor. The
conference is the largest multidisciplinary national student
conference designed to encourage minority students to
pursue advanced education and training in the sciences.
There were more than 3,300 in attendance including
undergraduate students, post-baccalaureate students,
graduate students, academic program directors, faculty and
staff, and representatives from government agencies,
research foundations, and professional societies. The
students gave over 1,400 poster and oral presentations over
the course of the conference.

José E. Manautou, Myrtle A. Davis,
Jennifer L. Rayner, and Antonio T.
Baines were among the SOT members
at the meeting; others attending
included Chellu S. Chetty, Prasada S.
Kodavanti, Lisa A. Opanashuk, and
Jose A. Torres.

Networking sessions were provided to introduce the
students to professional societies and give them time with
representatives to learn even more. Plenary and keynote
speakers, Irene Pepperberg (Harvard), Francis S. Collins (National Institutes of Health), Neil
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deGrasse Tyson (Hayden Planetarium), Jeremy M. Berg
(National Institutes of Health, National Institute of General
Medical Sciences), and Maya Angelou challenged the
students to pursue their passions, look beyond the
temporary, embrace change, and maintain a balance in their
lives. Concurrent scientific sessions were also provided for
the students.
Myrtle A. Davis, NCI, presented “Toxicity: Key
Consideration for Drug Discovery and Development” in a
session sponsored by SOT. There were close to 200
attendees and approximately 10–15 students remained after
the talk to speak to Dr. Davis. The exhibition booth staffed
Jennifer L. Rayner and José E.
by Jennifer L. Rayner (CDI Committee member) and
Manautou discuss career
opportunities for toxicologists with an Betty J. Eidemiller (SOT Education Director) was also
well attended with many students, program directors,
undergraduate attendee.
faculty, and staff visiting to learn more about SOT and
toxicology in general. Several SOT members and alumni of the Undergraduate Education Program,
held in conjunction with the SOT Annual Meeting, also visited the booth to help educate others about
toxicology.

Recent ToxScholar and Guest Lecture Campus Visits Recruit
Future Toxicologists
The Education Committee and the Committee on Diversity Initiatives (CDI) support two programs
that send toxicologists to campuses to speak to undergraduates, the Toxicology Scholar and Guest
Lecturer in Toxicology Programs. Many undergraduates do not have the opportunity to learn about
careers in toxicology and thus these campus visits provide exposure to varied career paths in the
discipline. Both programs provide funds of up to $500 for travel of the toxicologist(s) and other
program costs. The Guest Lecturer Program, sponsored by the CDI, focuses on institutions with a
high proportion of students from ethnic groups that are underrepresented in the sciences.

2010 Toxicology Scholar Program Visits
University of California, Berkeley—Tao Wang, Jeffrey S. Tepper, Martha S. Sandy, Meg
Schwarzman, Noe Galvan, and Kathleen Meyer made presentations to a toxicology careers
course, with the application submitted by Luoping Zhang
Washington College—Haley Menard, hosted by Mindy F. Reynolds
Grinnell College—April Pamela Neal
Purdue University—Peter L. Goering

2010 Guest Lecturer Program Visits
LaGrange College—Marquea D. King, hosted by Melinda J. Pomeroy-Black
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North Carolina Central University—Kristini Miles, hosted by Antonio T. Baines
Wiley College—Yunfeng Zhao and Delira Robbins
St. Augustine’s College and Shaw University—Erin P. Hines
Hampton University School of Pharmacy—George Pugh, Jr.
University of California Santa Cruz—Christopher Alan Bradfield (Minority Access to
Research Career students)
In addition, Thomas Lewandowski has been awarded Global Toxicology Scholar funding to visit
Transilvania University of Brasov, Brasov, Romania, in April of 2011. Funding remains for one more
Global Toxicology Scholar visit in the current SOT budget year and the Education Committee
requests that all Global ToxScholar proposals be submitted by February 1, 2011.
The Education Committee and CDI strongly encourage toxicologists (including graduate students) to
take advantage of this opportunity to educate and inform undergraduates about careers in toxicology.
More details, application forms, and reports from previous visits are found at Toxicology Scholar and
Guest Lecturer in Toxicology Programs or contact Betty J. Eidemiller.

SOT Members Can Officially Join the Stem Cells
Specialty Section
The Stem Cells Specialty Section (SCSS) was approved by SOT Council in September 2010. SOT
members are able to officially join the SCSS in conjunction with the payment of 2011 membership
dues. This is the newest of the 26 Specialty Sections that provide a forum for networking with peers
who share an interest in a specific area of toxicology. The group may propose sessions for the Annual
Meeting, exchange information via newsletters, present awards, host meetings, and participate in
other scientific activities. Session proposals for the 2012 Annual Meeting should be directed to Erik
J. Tokar or Michael P. Waalkes. You must be a member of SOT to join a Specialty Section. The
membership dues are $15 for each group, and students and postdoctoral fellows may join their first
Specialty Section at no cost. Learn more about SOT Specialty Sections on the Web.

Charter Meeting of the Stem Cells Specialty Section Planned
for Washington, D.C.
The Stem Cells Specialty Section (SCSS) will hold a charter meeting during the SOT 2011 Annual
Meeting in Washington, D.C. The meeting will be held at the Walter E. Washington Convention
Center on Monday, March 7 from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. All SOT members (Full, Associate, Postdoc,
and Student members alike) are invited to attend this first reception to introduce the SCSS. Contact
Kimberly von Brook, SOT Staff Liaison, if you plan to attend this meeting.
This Specialty Section will serve as the focal point for the interaction of SOT members interested in
stem cells and stem cell toxicology. It will be composed of academic, government, industry, clinical,
and preclinical researchers in order to relate the developments in stem cell research to the activities of
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SOT to stimulate interest and growth in stem cells as it relates to the general science of toxicology.
For further information, please contact Erik J. Tokar or Michael P. Waalkes.

Profit Sharing with RC, SS, and SIG Component Organizations
to Develop CCT Meetings
Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology (CCT) meetings provide educational opportunities beyond the
SOT Annual Meeting by providing a forum for cutting-edge science to be discussed anywhere in the
world. Based on input from the Regional Chapter (RC), Specialty Section (SS), and Special Interest
Groups (SIG) and a recommendation from the CCT Conferences Committee, SOT Council has
approved a new policy with the goal of increasing the number of CCT meetings presented each year
and expanding the benefits of participation to all the SOT component groups in the process. RC, SS,
or SIG proposals will share 50/50 the profits generated from the CCT meeting. It is a win-win. This
profit sharing will occur after the initial seed funds provided by the Society are repaid ($25,000).
Moreover, the Society will continue to underwrite all the liabilities of the CCT meeting with the
expectation that the meeting must at least break even. The revenue will be shared with the
understanding that the funds will go to the respective component group(s) and will flow into their
general operating funds. If multiple RC, SS, or SIGs are involved in the meeting coordination, they
will divide the available funds evenly among the groups. Sharing in the profits is limited to SOT RC,
SS, and SIG and is not available to other organizations that sponsor a CCT. SOT Council will review
the profit-sharing policy in three years.
This funding should be of interest to groups planning regional, national, or international meetings.
Recent CCT meetings have focused on:
PPTOXII: Role of Environmental Stressors in the Developmental Origins of Disease (2009)
Hemangiosarcoma in Rodents: Mode-of-Action Evaluation and Human Relevance Workshop
(2008)
Perfluorinalkyl Acids and Related Chemistries: Toxicokinetics and Mode-of-Action Workshop
(2007)
To learn more about CCT meetings and the proposal process, please visit the SOT Web site. Please
feel free to contact any member of the CCT Committee if you would like direct input on the proposal
process or if you want to discuss a potential CCT topic.

Council Continues with Knowledge-Based Process for Assessing
Issues Statements
Submitted by the SOT Council Issues Statements Subcommittee Members Matthew S. Bogdanffy,
Peter L. Goering, and Donald A. Fox
In the Spring 2010, issue of the Communiqué, we reported on the evaluation process whereby SOT
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would prepare Issue Statements on topics of importance and relevance to SOT, policy makers, the
media, and general public. The results of the membership survey strongly favored that SOT should
develop such statements. This was followed by a direct query to key stakeholder groups within the
Society that had strong opinions on the matter: the Regulatory and Safety Evaluation and Risk
Assessment Specialty Sections, SOT Communications Committee, and SOT Past Presidents. The
responses were clear, highly informative, and useful.
All groups advised that Issue Statements should present a balanced view of the science, which may or
may not conclude with a consensus viewpoint on the issue. Equally important was that Issue
Statements clearly discuss where there are differences in opinion or scientific interpretation of key
data and the basis for these opinions/interpretations. We understand that the membership of SOT
represents a “big tent” of public, private, and academic sectors. Therefore, expressing a balanced or
consensus point-of-view when possible will exemplify one of our most important strengths. Clearly,
creating an informed, relevant, and timely Issue Statement will not be easy, nor has it been easy in the
past. Nevertheless, Council is confident that our membership is the most informed source of
information on many of the important chemical, pharmaceutical, and related public health and safety
issues of current global interest. Moreover, we can and must be a trusted source to the media, policy
makers, and general public.
Council’s next step is to develop a process whereby our membership can propose and take part in the
crafting of Issue Statements. At the core of the process will be mechanisms that ensure transparency
and take advantage of current electronic technologies to facilitate timeliness. We expect that
ToXchange will represent an important tool for feedback and review in the process of developing an
Issue Statement.
We will continue to keep you informed of our progress. Comments and suggestions are always
welcome and can be submitted to Martha Lindauer.

ToXchange—It’s YOUR Network. Be A Part of It!
Be Seen On ToXchange—Update or Upload Your Profile Picture and
Be Recognized by Your Peers!
Since ToXchange launched at the SOT 49th Annual Meeting in March 2010, SOT Member MyPages
have been viewed more than 16,000 times, or more than 1,800 times per month on average. That
equates to 60 MyPages being viewed every day! And one of those could be yours.
In case you did not know, EVERY SOT member has a “MyPage”—that is, your own personal page
for you to customize as you see fit. One of the most fundamental purposes of your MyPage is so that
other members may find you, look up your contact information, and communicate with you. That’s
why it’s so important to have an up-to-date MyPage, complete with your profile picture and with
either a brief biography or biosketch or CV posted. First and foremost, you want to be found by your
peers—and your MyPage entry does that! Second, you want to be recognized—and your profile
picture does that!
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So “be seen on ToXchange”—post your profile picture today! It’s easy:
From the ToXchange homepage, click on “Update Your Profile” (top red bar on the right)—this
takes you to your Profile Page;
Click on “Picture,” then click on “Update Picture,” then click on “Update File” to upload your
profile picture;
Browse your files for your profile picture to upload and click “OK;” then
Your profile picture will be automatically updated and YOU will be recognized by your peers!

Be A Part of the Discussion—Subscribe to Your Community Site Forum
Discussions Today!
As reported in the previous issue of the Communiqué, activity on the ToXchange Community sites has
been very robust. Currently, Community site landing pages are accessed more than 3,000 times each
month and there are an increasing number of discussions being held on those sites. As a member of a
Regional Chapter, Specialty Section, or Special Interest Group, to be a participant in those
discussions, you need to subscribe (or “opt-in”) to your Community site discussion threads. To do so,
please see the easy-to-follow instructions on the ToXchange Tips blog. Don’t miss out! Subscribe
today and be a part of the discussion!
SOT President Michael P. Holsapple has announced the goal for all:
“We would like to have all Regional Chapters, Specialty Sections, and Special Interest
Groups with active member-to-member communication by the SOT 2011 Annual
Meeting. It all begins with you.”
Subscribing to and participating in your Community Forum Discussions is the true value
of having a private, secure, social network like ToXchange. For example, any
participating community member may begin a discussion thread on an issue specific to
her or his discipline. Other participating members could then contribute thoughts,
documents could be posted to the file library, and an action plan might be developed.
Spread the word! Encourage members in your Communities to subscribe to your
Community Forum Discussion! And take part in the discussion.
ToXchange. It’s YOUR network. Be a part of it!
Log in to ToXchange today at www.toxchange.org to:
Access YOUR Profile and MyPage—as an SOT member you already
have a Profile and MyPage set up for you to easily customize;
Update your Profile/MyPage with a profile picture—the first step in
customizing your MyPage;
Upload your CV—the next step in enhancing your discoverability by
colleagues;
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Update contact links to other social networking sites, such as LinkedIn
or Facebook;
Search for SOT Members—via a powerful, enhanced Membership
Directory; and
Communicate and collaborate via YOUR community sites—accessible
via your Profile and MyPage.

SOT Celebrates National Postdoctoral Appreciation Week:
Hosts International Student Webinar
Submitted by Betina J. Lew, 2009–2010 Chair, Postdoctoral Assembly
SOT celebrated National Postdoctoral Appreciation week (September 19–23) with various
congratulatory messages, a ToXchange blog, and other recognition. The biggest event was a webinar
titled “From Postdoc to Permanent Position: A Panel Discussion for Non-U.S. Citizen Early
Scientists,” which is available for view along with other webinars hosted by the Postdoctoral
Assembly (PDA).
The primary audience for the webinar was trainees in toxicology who are currently planning their next
career steps. In an informal panel discussion, the invited speakers, Daniel Acosta, Jr., (Dean, The
James L. Winkle College of Pharmacy, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio) and Wendy
Freebern, (Group Leader, Department of Immunotoxicology, Drug Safety Division, Bristol-Myers
Squibb, New Brunswick, New Jersey), the panel moderators Vijay M. Kale, (Secretary, PDA, SOT,
and Postdoctoral Scholar, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina), Betina
J. Lew, (2009–2010 Chair, PDA, SOT, and Scientist, Procter and Gamble, Cincinnati, Ohio), and
Sarah Campion, (2010–2011 Chair, PDA, SOT, and Senior Scientist, Pfizer, Groton, Connecticut)
provided the audience key information for non-U.S. citizen postdocs to help in improving and
marketing their skills to increase employability in academia and industry.
This was the first time that SOT organized a webinar focusing on the important International Postdoc
segment of our membership. A large proportion of the postdoctoral fellows in toxicology are non
U.S.-citizens. The webinar addressed many issues pertaining to international postdocs, such as
promotion of unique skills, ideas for addressing language barriers, awareness of the impact of cultural
differences, review of aspects of residency status relative to permanent employment in the U.S., career
options for international postdocs, and ways to improve their marketability. Speakers addressed many
questions raised by the audience. The webinar was extremely successful with more than 50 phone
lines opened, from California to New York and from Michigan to the Gulf Coast. We would like to
thank all the participants and recognize everybody that was involved in the organization of the
webinar: our speakers, the PDA officers, and SOT staff.
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CE Courses On-Line: A Valuable Resource
Toxicology is an ever-changing and ever-growing field, and there is no better way to enhance
professional development and learn new techniques than with continuing education. SOT is dedicated
to providing such opportunities and resources to the scientific community. In order to facilitate
professional development, the Continuing Education (CE) Committee is excited to offer on-line CE
courses through the SOT Web site. Currently there are six on-line courses offered from the 48th
Annual Meeting in Baltimore, 2009 and the 49th Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, 2010. Whether
you want a “refresher” course, or to expand your knowledge, the on-line CE courses available allow
you to stay competitive, in an efficient and cost-effective manner.
The current CE courses available on-line include:
Assessment of Ocular Toxicity in Toxicology Studies Conducted for Regulatory Purposes
(Basic)
Comparative Biology of the Lung (Basic)
Mitochondrial Toxicity: Animal Models and Screening Methods in Drug Development (Basic)
Segment-Specific Renal Pathology for the Non-Pathologist (Basic)
Stress As a Confounding Factor (Basic)
Translation of Safety Biomarkers in Drug Discovery and Development (Advanced)
For more information, including presenters and complete descriptions of each on-line course, please
visit the CE section of the SOT Web site.

SOT Funds Available to Foster Global Initiatives for
Component Groups and Committees
SOT Council has made available funds to support the efforts of Regional Chapters (RC), Specialty
Sections (SS), Special Interest Groups (SIG), and Committees to develop global initiatives. The funds
will be provided for activities consistent with the following goals:
1. Provide opportunities for discussion of issues of global importance in a variety of venues,
2. Stimulate interactions between colleagues with different perspectives and expertise on global
issues,
3. Partner with other international scientific societies and public health-based organizations to
more effectively establish a global toxicology agenda, and
4. Organize international workshops, satellite meetings, and other mechanisms to help reach a
common understanding on important global health issues for policy makers and the public.
These activities will aim to increase the understanding of global scientific and regulatory issues, to
foster improved science and global regulatory harmonization, and to increase the reliance of
international decision makers on the science of toxicology.
Proposals are due by June 1, and will be competitively reviewed. Program proposals should be of
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such merit that they could be selected for presentation at the SOT Annual Meeting. Session proposals
should be focused on an important toxicological issue, be balanced around any controversial topics,
be timely, be complete as possible with regards to coverage of relevant topics, and should involve key
investigators/experts in the field. For more information, view the guidelines for Global Initiative
Funds on the SOT Web site.

Postdoctoral Assembly Seeks Officer Nominations
The Society of Toxicology Postdoctoral Assembly (PDA) invites nominations for candidates for the
officers of the PDA 2011–2012 Board. We are seeking candidates for the positions of Vice Chair,
Treasurer, and Councilor. The duties performed by each officer are listed on the PDA section of the
SOT Web site. The Vice Chair has a two-year term, serving as Chair in the second year of the term.
If you would like to nominate a postdoctoral fellow (self nominations are welcome) please contact
SOT Headquarters via e-mail at Betty J. Eidemiller with “PDA Board Nomination” in the subject
line. Be sure to include the name of the nominee, the institution at which the scholar serves, telephone
number, and e-mail address. Eligible nominees must be SOT members with a Postdoctoral position as
of February 1, 2011, and anticipate remaining in the postdoctoral position for over half of the term of
office (May 1 through April 30 is the SOT officer year). We will be accepting nominations until
January 15. On-line election ballots for postdocs will be available February 15, 2011.
More information about PDA activities can be found on the PDA section of the SOT Web site.
Serving as a PDA officer is a great opportunity to learn about the inner workings of SOT, as well as to
meet the needs of your peers and guide the future of your postdoctoral colleagues.

Seasons Greetings from the Endowment Fund Board!
The SOT Endowment Fund Board wishes you a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season and New Year.
We are grateful to all contributors to the SOT Endowment Fund and to the numerous SOT members,
committees, groups, and Headquarters staff who have supported the Endowment Fund Awards and
process. Your commitment and generosity, especially during this challenging economic time, will help
nurture the Society’s second half century of achievement in advancing the science of toxicology.
The most up-to-date Endowment Donor Form and the 2009–2010 Annual Report are available on the
SOT Endowment Web page. Don’t wait another day to make your donation and invest in the future of
the SOT!
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Happy Holidays,
Endowment Fund Board

Member Spotlight
2010 Achievement Award Recipient Recounts His “Atypical” Career Path
Submitted by Gary W. Miller
It was truly an honor to be awarded the Achievement Award from the
Society of Toxicology. This award is a reflection of many of the outstanding
individuals who have passed through my laboratory and actually performed
the myriad of experiments. Rather than attempt to extol my scientific
escapades, I will try to explain the somewhat atypical approach I have taken
towards toxicology that I believe has contributed to my good fortune.
My laboratory has been very interested in the impact of environmental
exposures in neurodegenerative disease, such as Parkinson’s disease. My
doctoral work, which was supported by an SOT Graduate Fellowship
provided by Proctor & Gamble, focused on mechanisms of cell death in renal
proximal tubules cells. Rick Schnellmann, my advisor, introduced me to
several of his colleagues and I had the opportunity to perform field studies in
Gary W. Miller
ethanol metabolism with these individuals on several occasions. Years later
some of these individuals would significantly impact my career trajectory. I was aware that Dr.
Schnellmann had followed his doctoral training with a postdoctoral fellowship in renal physiology
with an investigator who really didn’t know what toxicology was. This non-toxicological experience
turned out to be critical to his future success. It became apparent to me that those toxicologists who
gained a mastery of the physiological systems that they were studying tended to ask better questions
and have more creative solutions. Problem was, I didn’t share my mentor’s passion for the kidney.
I had developed an interest in neurotoxicity and decided that I needed to learn more about the brain. I
am not sure why my first postdoctoral mentor, Allan Levey, agreed to let me join his laboratory, but
the immersion in neuroscience had begun. I took on a project that let me draw upon my toxicology
background to examine vulnerability of certain neurons to injury. This formative experience
broadened my own view of neurotoxicology and instilled in me the importance of knowing the model
system.
During my second postdoctoral fellowship, I was becoming a bit jaded with academic science; the
idea of the tenure struggle, grant-writing, etc. seemed daunting. Looking back, I was in a rather
enviable position: I was working in Marc Caron’s HHMI laboratory with a new R01 in hand and the
science was fascinating, but I had a hard time visualizing how to balance the intense science career
with family life. It was a chance encounter at SOT (I continued my association with the Society
throughout my training) with one of those scientists to whom I had been introduced years earlier
while in Dr. Schnellman’s lab, that led to an interview and job offer weeks later. My background in
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neuroscience and toxicology was a critical factor in me getting that first position. There was a rich
tradition of toxicology in my first position at the University of Texas. Moreover, there were several
individuals who had successfully struck an impressive balance of work and family. These SOT
members (Jim Kehrer, Terry Monks, Serrine Lau, and John Richburg) really helped me see how
to juggle the various challenges that young scientists face. I also had several opportunities to be
involved in toxicology education, SOT Regional Chapter meetings, and exciting toxicology research.
Years later, I found myself returning to the place of my first postdoctoral fellowship, Emory
University. Emory lacked the toxicology tradition that I had witnessed previously, but was a leader in
the field of neuroscience. I viewed it as an opportunity to infuse toxicology into the larger
neuroscience community. With guidance and collaboration from Dean Jones, we received an NIEHS
training grant in toxicology, developed a new doctoral program, and secured several NIEHS grants to
fund our initiatives. The research program in environmental factors in Parkinson’s disease flourished
and is continuing to yield exciting data.
One of my former students relayed an interesting story to me. He was completing a postdoctoral
fellowship in a prestigious laboratory. Whenever he and his mentor would meet colleagues, the
mentor would introduce his trainee as a toxicologist as in “This is so and so and he is a toxicologist.”
It was as if he was an exotic creature in a new land and, indeed, he had ventured into the esoteric
arena of electrochemistry, a field fairly unknown in the world of toxicology. His mentor didn’t
attribute his unique way of thinking to the trainee’s natural intelligence, inquisitive nature, or
analytical mind (or his Ph.D. in Neuroscience). No, he attributed it to the fact that he had trained in a
toxicology laboratory.
Toxicologists can be and should be daring and force their way into fields not typically associated with
toxicology. As toxicologists we have much to offer and we shouldn’t shy away from the challenging
problems. This type of scientific infiltration can help elevate the status of the overall field, but more
importantly, allows us to apply new tools and approaches to help advance the field of toxicology. But
it takes a dedication to the mastery of the underlying biology of your model system, a well
thought-out vision of where you want to go, and then a great deal of hard work and persistence…and,
of course, a little bit of luck!

SOT Past President Linda S. Birnbaum Elected to the NAS Institute
of Medicine
SOT 2004–2005 President Linda S. Birnbaum’s election to the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) was announced on October 11, 2010. She is the Director of the
National Institutes of Environmental Health Sciences and the National Toxicology Program. Dr.
Birnbaum is an active member of SOT, participating in the Women in Toxicology Special Interest
Group, the North Carolina Regional Chapter, and the Mechanisms, Mixtures, Occupational and Public
Health, and Risk Assessment Specialty Sections. Established in 1970, the IOM is the health arm of the
NAS, serving as advisor to the nation to improve health. For additional information, visit the IOM
Web site.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam
George C. Fuller
William T. Lowry
John Munn

George C. Fuller
George C. Fuller lived from May 15, 1937–September 23, 2010. He joined SOT in 1970 and was a
member of the Michigan Regional Chapter and the Comparative and Veterinary Specialty Section. Dr.
Fuller was Professor Emeritus, Wayne State University, and served as Dean of the College of
Pharmacy and Allied Health Professions. He received B.S. and M.S. degrees in pharmacy from
Wayne State University and a Ph.D. in pharmacology from Purdue. Prior to joining the Wayne State
faculty, he was a professor of pharmacology and toxicology at the University of Rhode Island and a
lecturer in the Department of Medicine at Brown University.

William T. Lowry
William T. Lowry passed away on June 14, 2010. He joined SOT in 1989 and was a member of the
Occupational and Public Health, Comparative and Veterinary, Inhalation and Respiratory, and
Reproductive and Developmental Specialty Sections as well as the Gulf Coast Regional Chapter. His
career ranged from positions at the Federal Bureau of Investigations and Institute of Forensic Sciences
to teaching at the University of Texas (UT) Southwestern Medical School, UT-Arlington, and
Brookhaven College as well as a consulting practice in toxicology.

Regional Chapter, Specialty Section, and Special Interest
Groups
Northern California Regional Chapter Presented Class in “Practical Toxicology”
Submitted by Simon Kim and Laura Meehan (PH 270C Students)
What sort of class would offer free and amazing lunches with guest speakers, and even a field trip to
our very own Northern California (NorCal) Society of Toxicology (SOT)? Only Public Health (PH)
270C, led by Professor Luoping Zhang at the University of California Berkeley! This past spring, 12
students had the privilege to learn a bit more about practical toxicology—that is, what toxicology is
like in the real world. Such a learning objective was only made possible by the generosity of the
speakers, all the members of NorCal SOT, and funding from the SOT ToxScholar Program! Drawing
on many well-known toxicologists, regulators, and consultants from pharmaceutical companies, the
chemical industry, private consulting firms, non-profit institutes, and federal and state regulatory
agencies in the Bay Area, the class heard presentations from a rich variety of guest speakers, many of
whom are our very own California (Cal) alumni! In addition, most were also NorCal SOT members,
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such as Tao Wang of Novartis, who started off the semester as our first guest speaker.
Other guest speakers included Jeff Tepper, who runs his own private consulting firm, and Martha
Sandy of the Cal/U.S. EPA, research scientist Megan Schwarzman at UC Berkeley, Noe Galvan
from Clorox, and Katheleen Meyer from Xoma. Each speaker offered their personal insights and
experience of their respective fields, helping students gain a more accurate understanding of a
toxicologist’s lifestyle and career. The 12 lucky students of PH 270C consisted of undergraduates
majoring across various disciplines such as Molecular and Cell Biology or Public Health, and
graduate students from the Environmental Health Sciences and Nutritional Sciences and Toxicology.
As the semester progressed, the class not only listened to, but also had a chance to ask the speakers,
all the burning questions, ranging from work to everyday life, over shared meals such as Cheeseboard
pizza and exotic Greek wraps. Talk about scrumptious!
The highlight of the of the class was participating in the NorCal SOT Spring Symposium held at
Stanford Research Institute in Menlo Park, California, on May 6, 2010. The topic of the meeting was
“Drug Development: From Small Molecules to Biologics.” For many, this topic may seem foreign,
but the students of 270C came prepared with prior knowledge gained from the class speakers, who
relevantly described their first-hand experience of a toxicologist’s role in the development and testing
of drugs.
For the students of PH 270C this was not a day for them to sit back and relax! The students were to
present the results of the class projects to expert toxicologists in the aftermath of a shared lunch. The
students were divided into four groups focusing on different fields of toxicology—government,
consulting, chemical, and pharmaceutical. Each group, stimulated by the various guest seminars given
by different speakers, went out to tackle a real-world problem of their choice, creating a professional
scientific poster to be presented to the toxicologists in their respective field.
The consulting group performed a risk assessment of the chemical, para-dichlorobenzene (pDCB),
commonly used in cleaning products that were widely used by hotel maids. Using techniques such as
exposure assessment, the group informed its hypothetical client—a hotel workers union—that pDCB
is carcinogenic at the levels union workers are exposed. They recommended improved labeling of
toxic substances and policies for safer consumer products. Following the suggestions by the
consulting firm, the government group brainstormed and developed a consumer-friendly labeling
system for California legislation (SB 509) that required a toxics information and release
clearinghouse.
The pharmaceutical group explored a topic very relevant to the 2010 Spring Symposium. They
exercised the Investigational New Drug development steps learned from the class and explored a
novel idea of using anti-mRNA oligonucleotides as a potential therapeutic agent. For the chemical
group, their project went beyond the walls of the symposium. After receiving constructive criticism,
some of the students of the chemical group who presented their work on the potential toxic effects of
the biofuel dimethylfuran, using in silico models, have committed to further pursuits of the project.
They are currently working under the supervision of Professor Zhang at the University of California,
Berkeley.
The students of PH 270C are thankful for this opportunity to participate in a class offering a valuable
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taste of the real world and the ability to think critically about current issues in toxicology. The chance
to put together a scientific poster and participate at a scientific conference offered valuable practice for
the graduate and undergraduate students alike. We would personally like to take the time here to thank
all the guest speakers and SOT members who helped make our class possible! A big thank you from
UC Berkeley! GO BEARS!

Mechanisms and HOT Join Forces in a Global Outreach to the Latin American
Toxicological Community
Submitted by José E. Manautou, President, Mechanisms Specialty Section and Braulio D. JiménezVélez, Past-President, Hispanic Organization of Toxicologists
In response to the mandate from SOT Council to increase the global mission of SOT, leaders of the
Mechanisms Specialty Section (SS) and the Special Interest Group (SIG) Hispanic Organization of
Toxicologists (HOT) initiated discussions at the SOT Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City on how to
assist the Society with this key mission. Both groups agreed that an outreach program where SOT
scientists would participate as speakers at regional toxicology meetings in developing countries would
be a good place to start. We identified several regional societies of toxicologists in Spanish-speaking
countries that could benefit from having stronger ties with SOT, such as having a group of SOT
scholars present their research at these meetings.
Shortly after the SOT Annual Meeting in
Salt Lake City, Braulio D. Jiménez-Vélez,
Past President of HOT, contacted leaders of
several societies of toxicology in Latin
America, many of which are sister
organizations of HOT. All of the societies
that were approached responded
enthusiastically to the idea of including
SOT presenters in their meeting program.
The September 2010 meeting of La
Asociación Toxicológica Argentina (ATA;
Argentinean Society of Toxicology), was
selected as the best option for holding a
joint SOT symposium during their annual
event. Concurrently, José E. Manautou,
President of the Mechanisms SS, worked
From left to right: Doctors Puga, Dávila, Olivero,
on the financial aspects of this initiative.
Jiménez-Vélez, and Manautou
The financial support was provided through
a proposal made to the Global Strategy
Task Force and the SOT Council Subcommittee for Non-SOT Meetings, Component, and Global
Funding. Moreover, the Mechanisms Specialty Section responded to this organizational need by
pledging financial support. This is the first time that two SOT groups worked together on a common
outreach project for toxicological scientists outside of the United States.
This past September, three members of HOT (Ofelia A. Olivero, Braulio D. Jiménez-Vélez, and
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Julio C. Dávila) and two members of
Mechanisms (Alvaro Puga and José E.
Manautou) traveled to Buenos Aires,
Argentina, as speakers for the SOT-sponsored
Mechanisms-HOT symposium at the ATA Fall
meeting entitled: XXVIII Jordnadas
Interdisciplinarias de Toxicología:
“Toxicología: su aporte a la ética y la
sustentabilidad.” The meeting took place at
Universidad de Maimonides in Buenos Aires.
The five seminar presentations (listed below)
were given in Spanish and were very well
received by the approximately 250 meeting
attendees. There was ample opportunity to
network with local scientists and to talk about SOT, its Annual Meetings, and the benefit of SOT
membership. The advantage of attending and participating in a forum of high diversity and quality of
toxicological research such as that presented at SOT Annual Meetings was emphasized. All five
speakers also had active participation in a roundtable discussion and question and answer sessions
after each presentation by local scientists. In his letter to the SOT Global Strategy Task Force and
SOT Council, Gerardo Castro, current ATA President, noted, “It was an excellent initiative from the
Hispanic Organization of Toxicologists and the Mechanisms Specialty Section to make links between
SOT and the societies of our countries in Latin America. I hope that this idea grows and expands to
other fields for interaction. This opportunity was an excellent initial step. I am sure that this initiative
of promoting the interaction with scientific societies in Latin America will lead to a positive change
for all of us.”
It is expected that outreach initiatives such as this Mechanisms SS-HOT SIG symposium will lead to
long-lasting relationships with toxicology scientists in developing countries. Opportunities for
networking and for increasing awareness and recognition of SOT also are substantial.
SOT speakers and titles of their talks:
Alvaro Puga: El Receptor Ah de Hidrocarburos Aromaticos: Regulador de la Respuesta
Biologica a Agentes Xenobioticos. The Ah receptor, a regulator of the biological responses to
environmental xenobiotics.
José E. Manautou: Regulacion del la Expresion del Gene Mrp4 (Proteina De Resistencia
Multiple A Drogas): Caracterizacion de su Promotor y Respuestas a Estres Oxidativo.
Regulation of the expression of the MRP4 gene (multidrug resistance protein 4):
Characterization of its promoter and response to oxidative stress.
Ofelia A. Olivero: Genotoxicidad de Drogas Antivirales: Sida o Cáncer? Genotoxicity of
antiretroviral drugs, Cancer or AIDS?
Braulio D. Jiménez-Vélez: Material Particulado en Aire y Sus Respuestas Inmunológicas
Empleando Células Epiteliales del Pulmón. Airborne Particulate Matter: its immune response
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using human epithelial cells.
Julio C. Dávila: Establecimiento de Modelos de Cultivo Celulares Para Identificar Daño
Hepatico Durante el Descubrimiento de Drogas. Establishment of cell culture models to identify
liver injury during drug discovery.

Northland Holds Well-Attended Meeting on “Toxicology Testing: Alternatives for
the 21st Century”
Submitted by Catherine F. Jacobson, Northland Secretary/Treasurer
The Northland Regional Chapter of SOT (NLSOT) held its
fall meeting on Thursday, October 7, at the offices of the
Minnesota Department of Health in St. Paul. The meeting
was titled “Toxicology Testing: Alternatives for the 21st
Century.” With 74 people in attendance, it was one of the
best-attended meetings—if not the best-attended
meeting—in NLSOT’s history.
Mel Andersen (shown in photo to
the right) of The Hamner Institutes
for Health Sciences was our
keynote speaker. His talk on the
future of toxicity testing, hazard assessment, and risk assessment was
well-complemented by presentations from Jim McKim of CeeTox, Inc.,
David Dix of the U.S. EPA’s National Center for Computational Toxicology,
and Jessica Sandler of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals.
Michael Hornung, of the U.S. EPA’s Mid-Continent Ecology Division
Laboratory in Duluth, expanded the discussion to ecotoxicological testing
with his presentation on the adverse outcomes pathway approach. In addition,
NLSOT was pleased to have Melissa Maurer-Jones, a graduate student at
the University of Minnesota, speak on her dissertation research regarding the toxicity of titanium
dioxide nanoparticles in cultured mast cells. Presentations can be found on the Northland Web site.
NLSOT appreciates the Society of Toxicology’s funding support for speaker travel to the meeting.
NLSOT serves toxicologists in Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana. For more
information about the chapter, please contact President Tim O’Brien via e-mail or by phone at
651.293.2195, or visit the NLSOT Web site.

Southeast Chapter Meeting Demonstrates the Rebuilding of this SOT Region
Submitted by Carol S. Wood, Secretary/Treasurer
The Southeast Regional Chapter has proven beyond a doubt that rumors of its senescence are
premature. More than 80 participants representing academia, government, and industry gathered in
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Athens, Georgia on October 11–12, 2010, to
present current research, share ideas, and
discuss future collaborations. President Brian
Cummings welcomed participants to the
University of Georgia with thanks to the
officers and councilors of SESOT for
revitalization of the chapter. A strong
commitment from SOT Headquarters was also
instrumental in reactivating the chapter. No
less than four keynote speakers anchored the meeting with platform presentations also given by
students and postdocs. A poster session allowed for lively discussions and interactions in a more
casual atmosphere. Discussions continued at a reception in downtown Athens.
The meeting theme of mechanisms in toxicology was highlighted by four keynote speakers. Cheryl
Lyn Walker, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, opened the scientific program with a talk on the effects
environmental estrogens have on reprogramming of the epigenome during development. Next, Randy
L. Jirtle, Duke University Medical Center, spoke on how epigenetic and genomic imprinting impacts
human health and risk assessment. Current findings using C. elegans to study manganese-induced
neurodegeneration were explained by Michael Aschner, Vanderbilt University. Finally, Harvey J.
Clewell, III, The Hamner Institute for Health Sciences, discussed the use of genomic data to inform
the mode of action for carcinogenicity.
Between the keynote speakers, students and postdocs presented their work in both platform and poster
sessions. Cash prizes and certificates were given to the top presenters. First place in the student
platform presentation was a tie between Margaret Sights, Furman University, and Justin Schwartz,
Medical University of South Carolina. For the postdoc platform presentation, first place went to
Lauren Wills, Medical University of South Carolina and second place to James R. Roede, Emory
University. First place to a student poster went to Shuo Xiao, University of Georgia, second place was
won by Xiuoling Zhang, University of Georgia, and third place went to Janet Elizabeth Saunders,
Medical University of South Carolina. Finally, the postdoc poster winner was Nicholas Charles
Zitomer, U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Future events planned by the chapter include a reception in Washington, D.C. during the SOT Annual
Meeting in March 2011, and the annual chapter meeting in the fall of 2011 at Auburn University. All
interested individuals are welcome to both events—keep a watch for details.

Pacific Northwest 2010 Meeting: Integrative Toxicity Test Methods to
Improve Hazard Identification
Submitted by Cecile M. Krejsa, Past President of the Pacific Northwest Regional Chapter.
The annual meeting of the Pacific Northwest Regional Chapter was held at Oregon State University
(OSU) in Corvallis, October 14–16, and was well attended by trainees, academic researchers, and
other professionals from industry and the government and non-profit sectors. This year’s theme
brought together researchers using novel approaches to evaluate toxicity in diverse models and
settings. The meeting was sponsored by the SOT, Amgen, Seattle Genetics, GeneTools, Rafael A.
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Ponce, Steven G. Gilbert, the OSU Environmental Health Sciences Center, and the OSU Research
Office.
Invited speakers included Elizabeth G. Walker, Critical Path Institute and Camilla Leiske,
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, both of whom received travel funding support from the SOT. Dr.
Walker discussed progress made by industry-government coalitions focused on validation of new
nonclinical safety biomarkers for pharmaceutical development. Dr. Leiske discussed research her
team is doing to understand impacts of environmental contaminants in the diets of arctic animals and
in villagers who rely upon harvests of fish, wild game, and native plants for their subsistence. Other
symposium speakers included Robert Tanguay, on development of zebrafish models for high content
toxicology assays; Bill Stubblefield, on the process of qualifying new ecotoxicology test methods;
Richard Zanger, on use of plasma 3-nitrotyrosine adducts as biomarkers to support epidemiological
studies of lung disease risk; Madeline Fort, on species differences in preclinical safety and efficacy
assessment of a novel anti-cytokine antibody; and David Shepherd, on the use of dendritic cells as an
integrative model for immunotoxicology studies.
The inaugural Pacific Northwest Toxicology Achievement Award was
presented to James S. Wood, in recognition of his outstanding
research career, training of toxicologists, and contributions to the
regional and national toxicology community. Dr. Woods’ research
focused on mechanisms of metal toxicity, and he pioneered the use of
urinary porphyrins as biomarkers for heavy metal exposure and
intoxication. A synopsis of Dr. Woods’ scientific achievements
leading to this award is posted on the PANWAT Web site. His work
Dr. Woods, recipient of the has informed the public health debate about effects of low-level
exposures to heavy metals such as lead, arsenic, and mercury. He also
PANWAT Toxicology
Achievement Award, with served as the founding President of PANWAT in 1984 and helped to
organize the first Pacific Northwest Toxicology Conference. At the
Dr. Ponce, President of
award luncheon, Dr. Woods presented a keynote address emphasizing
PANWAT of the SOT.
the benefits of collaboration for developing a fruitful scientific career
and extending the impact of one’s own research through synergies with scientists of diverse
backgrounds.
Students and postdoctoral fellows
contributed 15 posters and eight platform
sessions to the program, and outstanding
presentations were recognized with cash
awards. Best platform presentation was
awarded to Chad Weldy of University of
Washington, for his talk entitled “Diesel
exhaust particulate (DEP)-exposed
macrophages impair vascular function in
aortic rings; investigation of the role of
glutathione in mediating DEP-induced
inflammation.” Ed O’Donnell of OSU was
awarded second place for “Identification of a novel ligand of the AHR that induces apoptosis in an
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AHR dependent manner.” The third place was awarded to both Chris Horras of Boise State
University for his talk, “Effects of TCDD exposure on innate immunity during liver regeneration” and
Lisa Truong of OSU for her work, “Surface functionalities of gold nanoparticles impact embryonic
gene expression responses.”
The best poster was from Jill Anne Franzosa of OSU,
entitled “Investigating the teratogenic role of microRNAs.”
Runners-up for best poster were Tamara Tal of OSU, for
“Ethanol regulation of vertebrate neurobehavioral
development,” Katerine Saili of OSU, for “Estrogen
related receptor gamma mediates hyperactivity ensuing
neurodevelopmenal bisphenol A exposure,” Anastasiya
Berst of Corvallis High School, for “Nicotine-mediated
neurobehavioral toxicity in zebrafish,” and Eva
Amouzougan of Boise State University, for “Regulation of
carbonyl reductase activity by Ah receptor ligands.” The
Tamara Tal mentored Anastasiya Berst large number of student awards given this year speaks to
of CHS through the Saturday Academy, the overall high quality of the students’ work and their
a program that encourages students skillful presentation of their research studies. The OSU
interested in science, math, and
Environmental Health Sciences Center sponsored the
technology to do apprenticeships at student presentation awards this year.
OSU.
An additional feature of this year’s Pacific Northwest
Chapter meeting was our first regional Work-Shadow event, which was open to all trainees and
featured job-site visits and discussions with scientists working in the Corvallis region. For more
information about the Work-Shadow program, see accompanying story in this issue or visit the
PANWAT Web site.

PANWAT Holds Work-Shadow Program for Pacific Northwest Toxicologists
Submitted by Cecile Krejsa, Past President, Pacific Northwest Regional Chapter
The Pacific Northwest SOT Regional Chapter (PANWAT)
has introduced a work-shadow program for graduate
students and postdoctoral trainees to enhance community
ties, provide our trainees with career path guidance, and
help establish local networks. This program was sponsored
by a donation from the Society of Toxicology’s Regional
Chapter Strategic Initiative Fund.
One day before our annual meeting in Corvallis, Oregon,
trainees from our region visited with professionals working
in the greater Corvallis area. Local scientists practicing in
toxicology-related fields were recruited to participate as
mentors, hosting groups of 2–3 students for a few hours. Each mentor designed his or her own
program for the site visit, providing tours of the host facility as appropriate, offering discussion about
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career paths, and providing access to other scientists within the institution. In some cases, their
work-shadow students also attended meetings as the host scientist conducted his or her normal
business. The enthusiasm of the mentors was made clear by their thoughtful design of the individual
site visits, and students reported learning a great deal about the careers of scientists within the
institution they chose.
Scientists from 15 institutions from Portland, Eugene,
McMinnville, Corvallis, and Philomath participated in the
program. These organizations represented research and
technology development, academia, local utilities, product
development and safety assessment, pharmaceutical
services, and federal and state government offices. Trainees
from Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Oregon were asked
to select their top two placements and a total of 32 students
and postdocs were matched with the professionals of their
choosing. All participants were invited to attend a
networking reception after the afternoon site visits.
Feedback on the program was quite positive, and people
said they really had fun with it. For mentors, hosting students allowed them to introduce their work to
trainees who will be job-hunting in the near future, and the reception enhanced connections between
toxicologists working in diverse fields. For the students and postdocs, the on-site discussions helped
them understand the institutional goals and job functions of local scientists and to gain insight into
options for their own career paths, and the reception provided an informal opportunity for sharing
between groups. Future work-shadow programs will be planned to accompany our annual meetings,
which rotate among cities in the Pacific Northwest. Students who participate several times during their
training will bolster their awareness of professional opportunities within our region and develop
strong networks with local toxicologists along the way.

Stay Up-to-Date on RC, SS, and SIG Activities
You are encouraged to make frequent visits to the SOT Web sites of the Regional Chapters (RC),
Specialty Sections (SS), and Special Interest Groups (SIG).
These Web sites are also accessible from the Members/Scientists navigation option of the SOT Web
site. Many of these groups publish electronic newsletters that provide an excellent source of
non-technical and technical information. Those newsletters published in the last quarter are listed
below as well as information about upcoming RC Annual Meetings. Meeting notices also are
available on the Calendar of Events section of the Web site.
SOT Headquarters will be pleased to work with RC, SS, and SIG representatives to enhance or
revamp your Web site.
Recent RC, SS, and SIG Newsletters:
Association of Scientists of Indian Origin SIG Fall 2010
Biotechnology SS September 2010
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Dermal Toxicology SS Summer 2010
Drug Discovery Toxicology SS Summer 2010
Hispanic Organization of Toxicologists SIG August/September 2010
Immunotoxicology SS August 2010
Mechanisms SS Spring 2010
Medical Device SS Fall 2010
Mid-Atlantic RC Fall 2010
Midwest RC Fall 2010
Molecular Biology SS Autumn 2010
Occupational and Public Health SS Summer 2010
Ohio Valley RC Fall 2010
Regulatory and Safety Evaluation SS Summer 2010
Reproductive and Developmental Toxicology SS September 2010
Women in Toxicology SIG September 2010
50th Anniversary Annual Meeting & ToxExpo™

2011 Annual Meeting Deadlines
Early Bird Registration—January 21, 2011
Housing Reservation—February 3, 2011
Standard Registration— February 11, 2011
Cancellations—February 11, 2011

SOT 2011 Annual Meeting Registration Underway—Early Bird
Deadline January 21, 2011
The SOT Annual Meeting is on your calendar and you may have already reserved a hotel room. Now,
take advantage of the Early Bird Registration and realize a significant discount on the cost of final
registration. On-line registration is available for SOT members and non-members alike to capture
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these savings.
The registration fee for the SOT Annual Meeting includes admission to all scientific sessions, Awards
Presentation, ToxExpo™, a copy of the Program, The Toxicologist on CD-ROM (abstracts), and the
ToxExpo™ Directory. Tickets can be purchased for many other events, including CE courses and the
SOT 50th Anniversary Celebration Event. For additional information and to register, please visit the
2011 Annual Meeting Web site. (In 2011, there will not be a Sunday Welcome Reception.)
We look forward to seeing you in Washington, D.C.!

Last Chance to Submit an Abstract for the SOT 50th
Anniversary Annual Meeting
Join SOT for a Historic and Record-Breaking Meeting in Washington D.C.
For the upcoming SOT 50th Anniversary Meeting and ToxExpo™, SOT received a record number of
abstract submissions resulting in more than 2,800 presentations! For this milestone meeting, SOT is
providing members and attendees the opportunity to submit additional abstracts for consideration. The
deadline to submit is Friday, January 21, 2011, by 11:59 PM EST. Please use the descriptions below to
categorize your abstract submission:
Late breaking abstracts are defined as those abstracts deemed to be novel, state-of-the-art
research for which results were not available before the October submission deadline.
Grace period abstracts are defined as abstracts from scientists who had to wait until after the
abstract deadline to determine if funding was available for SOT Annual Meeting attendance or
those who could only attend if they are presenting an abstract due to restricted travel.
Abstracts submitted for the “late breaking” category that are not accepted will automatically be
considered for the “grace period” category. All abstracts must be submitted on-line via the abstract
submission Web site.
All abstracts accepted during this final submission phase will be accessible through the On-line
Itinerary Planner, not the printed Program. Paper copies of new abstracts will be available to
attendees in the registration area at the Annual Meeting. We look forward to welcoming you to the
Nation’s Capital and hope that you will consider submitting your abstracts.

SOT Set to Provide High Quality Educational Opportunities
with CE Courses at the 2011 Annual Meeting
Providing quality education to help advance the science of toxicology is one of the primary goals of
SOT. Each year top scientists from around the world work together to create unique education
courses. This year is no exception, and SOT is proud to announce 15 (two more than last year)
Continuing Education (CE) courses on Sunday, March 6, 2011, at the Walter E. Washington
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Convention Center. A single sunrise course will begin at 7:00 AM, followed by seven morning
courses starting at 8:15 AM. Seven afternoon courses will then begin at 1:15 PM.
The three CE Target Areas—Cardiovascular Toxicology; Epigenetic Mechanisms; Systems
Biology—will be touched on by four of the CE courses:
Current Non-Clinical Strategies and Methods for Evaluating Drug-Induced Cardiovascular
Toxicity (AM03)
Dealing with the Data Deluge: A Live Data Discovery and Analysis Course (AM04)
(Note: participants will be asked to have their own computer with Internet access)
Epigenetics in Toxicology: Introduction, Mechanistic Understanding, and Applications in
Safety Assessment (AM05)
Practical How-To and Pitfalls Associated with Current Epigenetic Studies (PM12)
Additionally, several CE courses are being tracked according to Scientific Program Themes:
Applications of Computational Systems Biology for Toxicology (PM09)
Evaluating Toxicity of Engineered Nanomaterials: Issues with Conventional Toxicology
Approaches (PM10)
New Technologies and Approaches in Genetic Toxicology and Their Expanding Role in
General Toxicology and Safety Assessment (PM11)
Protecting Human Health: Use of Toxicological and Epidemiological Data in Determining Safe
Levels for Human Exposure (AM06)
Quantitative In Vitro to In Vivo Extrapolation: The Essential Element of In Vitro—Assay Based
Risk Assessment (PM13)
Stem Cells Utility in Toxicology Screening (PM14)
The course levels are basic or advanced and are open to all meeting attendees with a separate
registration fee. Additional information about these courses, including the complete schedule, detailed
overview, and list of speakers, can be found on the CE section of the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting Web
site.

Students Can Volunteer to Help and Attend a CE Course for
FREE!
SOT’s Continuing Education (CE) courses are a great resource for students and postdocs to obtain
valuable information beyond what may be available through their scholastic programs, presented in a
dynamic setting by world-renowned speakers who are experts in their fields. All students and postdocs
are encouraged to attend, but also to volunteer to assist with the courses on-site in Washington, D.C.
Student volunteers assist the CE Committee and SOT staff with checking in attendees, distributing the
syllabus books, and making sure the course runs smoothly overall. As volunteers, you will not only
see the behind-the-scenes work that goes into a course and have personalized access to these
prestigious presenters, but also get to attend for FREE! Volunteers will have an opportunity to
network with the speakers and the CE Committee over lunch.
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Volunteers are taken on a first-come, first-served basis and may be asked to assist with two courses
(one morning and one afternoon). Three to four volunteers are needed for each course.
Responsibilities include attendance at an orientation meeting and preparation of some materials
Saturday evening (March 5) before the Sunday courses (March 6). This opportunity is available to any
students or postdocs who are already registered to attend the Annual Meeting.
If you are interested in signing up as a CE course Student volunteer, please sign up on-line, contact
Kathy Gabrielson, Jim O’Callaghan, or the SOT Headquarters. Please review the list of courses on
the Annual Meeting Web site and specify your top three choices. Preferences for courses will be taken
into consideration as much as possible but are not guaranteed.

Plan Your Annual Meeting Experience in Just a Few
Quick Clicks
Did you know that SOT offers Annual Meeting attendees a unique planning tool that allows you to
add sessions and events of interest to your personal calendar? We are excited about the improved
functionality of the on-line customizable Itinerary Planner and invite you to use this tool to plan your
Annual Meeting experience using iCal technology.
This new functionality allows you to select the presentations, featured lectures, or special event
functions you wish to add to your personal itinerary. After you’ve selected the information that you
would like for your personal itinerary, you’ll be able to export this information to your default
calendar program, including Outlook and many calendars such as those on your PDA or smart-phone.
The downloaded information, depending on the level of detail you designate, can contain just the
session or event titles with presentation times and locations, or you may export the data to contain
specific details such as full abstracts.
Also, please remember that the traditional Itinerary Planner will still be available to allow you to
develop your Annual Meeting schedule to print and carry with you to the meeting. The Annual
Meeting Itinerary Planner will be available on-line January–April 2011.

Smithsonian and SOT Collaborate on All-Day Toxicology
Seminar on March 5, 2011
The Smithsonian Institute and SOT are collaborating to offer an all-day seminar on toxicology
Saturday, March 5, 2011. The seminar, “When Good Chemicals Turn Bad,” will run from 9:30 AM to
4:30 PM and will be held at the Ripley Center, which is located at 1100 Jefferson Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. The special program will feature an overview of, and the latest research in, the
science of toxicology and several SOT members will be making presentations on various topics
throughout the day. The following is a schedule of the sessions thus far:
9:30 AM to
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10:30 AM

Michael A. Gallo, Professor of Environmental and Occupational Medicine, Robert
Wood Medical School and
Philip Wexler, Technical Information Specialist, National Library of Medicine.
Early humans experimented with botanicals and learned about intentional and
unintentional poisoning. Natural and synthetic chemicals have improved lives and
health, but accidents and unintended consequences sometimes resulted. Consider
thalidomide, Love Canal, or Bhopal.

10:30 AM to
11:30 AM

The Dose Makes the Poison—What’s Safe?
Marion F. Ehrich, Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University.
Speaker will explore the effects of poisons on organisms, the does-response
relationship, cell damage and repair, carcinogens, and chemicals that disrupt
reproduction and development.

11:45 AM to
12:45 PM

The Nature of Poisoning
Cathleen Clancy, Associate Medical Director, Capital Poison Center
Speaker will talk about human poisoning—accidental or intentional—and its
treatment. She will also explore emergency and disaster responses, forensic
toxicology and legal issues.

12:45 PM to
2:00 PM

Lunch

2:00 PM to
3:00 PM

Water and Land

Participants provide their own lunch.

Gerhardt Riedel, Research Biogeochemist, Smithsonian Environmental Research
Center
This researcher will give a presentation on the effects of chemical, physical, and
biological substances on the ecosystem.
3:15 PM to
4:30 PM

Cutting-Edge Research
Cheryl Lyn Walker, Professor of Carcinogenesis, University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center;
Martin A. Philbert, Dean, School of Public Health, University of Michigan; and
Thomas Hartung, John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and Director,
Center for Alternatives to Animal Testing
Speakers will talk about the latest in nanotoxicology and epigenetics, the “software”
that determines how our genome functions. They will touch on animal testing
alternatives, and the future of toxicology.

39 of 52

5/14/15, 10:24 AM

http://www.toxicology.org/ai/pub/w11/w11_fullversion.asp

SOT members who wish to attend can purchase tickets by calling 202.633.3030 and telling the
Smithsonian associate that he/she is a member of SOT. Tickets for SOT members are $85.00

SOT Outreach Event March 5 at Koshland Science Museum:
Protecting You and Your Pet through the Science of Toxicology
The K–12 Task Force of the Education Committee is kicking off the 50th
SOT Annual Meeting by supporting a Free Family Day Saturday, March 5,
at the Koshland Science Museum (KSM) of the National Academy of
Sciences. This museum targets teens and adults and encourages the general
public to think about current issues that impact their lives.
The objective of the event is to engage middle and high school students and
their families in the excitement of science related to toxicology and to think
about career options in the field. Toxicology-related activities will highlight
messages pertaining to the current exhibits at the Koshland, including
climate change, infectious disease, and water quality. “Meet the Scientist”
will feature toxicologists who work in various areas, including academia,
industry, and representatives from federal agencies, who will discuss
toxicology concepts and careers with visitors.
A special lecture “Poisoned Pet Food—Unraveling the Melamine Mystery” will
be presented at 12:00 NOON by Renate Reimschuessel, V.M.D., Ph.D.,
Veterinary Laboratory Response Network Program Director, U.S. Food and
Drug Administration Center for Veterinary Medicine. This story was the
foundation of the paper that received the 2010 SOT Board of Publications Award
for the Best Paper in Toxicological Sciences.
Plan your trip to the Annual Meeting to include this great outreach event—just
stop by or plan to bring your family for the day!
Dr. Reimschuessel
If you’d like to volunteer to assist, please send a message to
educ@toxicology.org.
Hours for SOT activities are 10:00 AM–5:00 PM; the KSM closes at 6:00 PM.
The K–12 Task Force is also recruiting high school students for a special research poster display in
the SOT Pavilion. For more information see the high school poster recruitment flyer.

PDA Hosts 50th Anniversary Silent Auction
In honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Society, the Postdoctoral Assembly (PDA) is hosting a Silent
Auction at the 2011 Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. The proceeds of the auction will go to the
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SOT Endowment Strategic Priorities Fund, which will build for the
future of SOT. We are happy to announce that we have received
many generous donations, including items of historical significance,
handcrafted items, and the use of vacation homes. Many thanks to
everyone that donated an item to the auction!
The auction will open on-line on February 1 and you will be able to
see the items on that date. The bidding will close during the Annual
Meeting. Bidding for some of these items will close at an exciting
live event, taking place on Monday, March 7, from 4:45 PM–5:45
PM in the SOT E-mail Center. A cash bar will be available. Items
will be on display prior to this event so that members can view them
in person before placing their bids. The bidding will continue on some items until the final closing at
6:00 PM on Tuesday, March 8.
Additional details about the bidding, auction format, and the live auction event at the Annual Meeting
will be provided at a later date, so please check the SOT 50th Anniversary Web site often!

Student Events at the 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting
The 50th Anniversary Meeting will be filled with opportunities to celebrate and network, as well as to
pursue the latest in toxicology. For students who are new to the meeting or who have been before, the
place to kick-off the week is the Student/Postdoctoral Mixer on Sunday evening, March 6, from 8:00
PM to 9:30 PM. This mixer, hosted by the Student Advisory Council, is a great event to begin
networking right away: learn more about the different component groups of SOT, meet up with
colleagues, and discuss issues of interest or concern with other student and postdoctoral meeting
attendees. The Mixer was a great success in Salt Lake City, with over 300 attendees, door prizes, a
networking game, and more. Please plan to join us in Washington, D.C. in 2011. Tickets are FREE.
Be sure to sign up when you register for the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting.
Another popular activity hosted by the SAC is the Lunch with an Expert (LWAE) program. Graduate
student participants have the great opportunity to network and gain insights from seasoned
toxicologists about career paths. The 2010 LWAE program was a great success, with nearly 90
Experts volunteering to meet over 120 students during the Annual Meeting. Specialty SectionGraduate Committee representatives organize this event, matching students and Experts, establishing
communication among them, and facilitating face-to-face meetings at the Annual Meeting. Every year
this program is highly rated by the participants. Sign up on-line in advance so you can join the group
communication before the meeting—the deadline is February 1, 2011.
The SAC and Postdoctoral Assembly will co-sponsor a symposium session at the 2011 Annual
Meeting. The session, “Developmental Exposure to Environmental Toxicants: From Persistent
Toxicities to Diseases,” fits in the SOT scientific theme “Environment and Disease.” One of the goals
of this session is to highlight the scientific achievements of students and postdocs, who are the
presenters, as well as contributing to the overall scientific program. The complete symposium
information is featured in the Fall 2010 SOT Student e-Letter on the Student Services Web site.
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Students are also encouraged to attend other 50th Anniversary celebratory events and the Specialty
Section receptions, as well as the annual In Vitro Lecture and Luncheon for Students on Monday,
March 7, 2011.

Experts Needed for “Lunch with an Expert” in
Washington D.C.
Lunch with an Expert (LWAE) is an excellent opportunity for established toxicologists to mentor early
career toxicologists and for graduate students and postdocs to explore research and career
opportunities. Feedback from Experts is that they enjoy this event and many generously volunteer
their time every year. Sponsored by the Student Advisory Council and organized by the Specialty
Section Graduate Committee, groups of about five are composed by matching areas of interest
selected by the Experts, students, and postdocs. The Expert selects the site for the informal meeting,
which can occur over breakfast, lunch, or a social hour. The Expert registration deadline is January 8,
2011.
New this year: A meeting room has been reserved in the Renaissance Hotel for those who want to
pick up their food in the food court below and proceed to a quiet space. A list of restaurant options
also is available. Additional information and registration is on the Lunch with an Expert Web page.

Society’s Pavilion Showcases SOT’s Diverse Activities and
Programs
Make the SOT Pavilion Your Place to Meet on the Exhibit Floor
Be sure to stop by the SOT Pavilion at the SOT 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting to learn about the
many services and opportunities available to help advance the science of toxicology—or to meet up
with friends and colleagues when you are in the Exhibit Hall. You may also share your enthusiasm
about the Society by volunteering to staff this area. Learn all about SOT’s diverse activities and
programs, membership in SOT Regional Chapters, Specialty Sections, and Special Interest Groups, as
well as our new Emeritus membership category, and more! Information on the very successful SOT
Endowment Fund will also be available—find out how you can contribute to the Endowment Fund of
your choice. Moreover, you can exchange communications tips and materials for topics of importance
to toxicologists, including:
SOT Activities
K–12 Education
Membership Benefits
Public Outreach
Regulatory and Legislative Affairs
Strategic Initiatives
And more!
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SOT needs volunteers, and would appreciate your taking an hour or two to help assist SOT staff in the
booth. Contact Matthew Price for more details.
The SOT Pavilion will be centrally located in the Exhibit Hall, Booth #464, and is open during
exhibit hours as follows:
Monday, March 7, 2011

9:00 AM–4:30 PM

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

Wednesday, March 9, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

Opportunities to Learn about Research Funding at SOT 2011
Annual Meeting
The goal of the SOT Research Funding Committee is to increase access to information about grant
opportunities and enhance development of skills forcompetitive toxicology grant applications. Two
important activities at the SOT Annual Meeting promote SOT Member-Agency interactions in
support of this goal.

Research Funding Resource Room
Tuesday, March 8, and Wednesday, March 9
9:30 AM–4:30 PM
Representatives from federal agencies funding research will be available in the Research Funding
Room. Individual conversations can occur in a quiet, informal space whether you want to discuss
research plans, a current grant application, or previous reviews. Representatives will be from National
Institutes of Health (NIH), including program officers of the Center for Scientific Review staff,
National Institutes of Environmental Health Sciences, National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, and
other institutes, as well as U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of Research and
Development, Department of Energy, and other agencies.
Make an appointment with your program officer in advance or at their exhibit booth, or check the
posted schedule. New investigators are especially encouraged to meet with agency staff. Handouts
will be available.

New Investigator Lunch
Tuesday, March 8
12:00 NOON–1:15 PM
This event is focused on introducing early career new investigators such as new assistant professors
on a tenure track to federal program officers and review administrators. Attendees will be able to
speak informally with federal funding agency program officers and more senior investigators,
including members of the Research Funding Committee. After a brief grantsmanship talk by Sally J.
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Rockey, Ph.D., NIH Deputy Director for Extramural Research, discussion will continue with the
program officers at each table. Ask your questions and benefit from conversation resulting from the
questions of others. Discussion includes grantsmanship, agency research strategies and priorities, etc.
You can also arrange at this time to meet these representatives later in the Research Funding Resource
Room for an individual conversation. A limited number of box lunches and seats will be available.

Commit to Be an Annual Meeting Sponsor by January 1
to Ensure Listing in the Program
Sponsorship provides an opportunity for private, public, and not-for-profit organizations to increase
overall awareness of their services and programs among SOT members and Annual Meeting
attendees. The SOT Annual Meeting is the largest toxicology meeting and exhibition in the world,
expecting to attract more than 7,000 scientists from industry, academia, and government from various
countries around the globe.
There are four levels of sponsorship available, as follows:
Diamond ($10,000 or more)
Platinum ($5,000–$9,999)
Gold ($2,500–$4,999)
Silver ($1,000–$2,499)
Sponsors are listed in publications related to the Annual Meeting, including the Preliminary Program,
final Program, pre- and post- meeting newsletters, and the ToxExpo™ Directory as well as the SOT
2011 Annual Meeting Web site, an essential go-to source of information for all registrants. During the
Annual Meeting, acknowledgement signs, which group sponsors by the level of giving, are displayed
prominently at many of the SOT functions, and Annual Meeting Sponsor listings are included in the
SOT presentations in all session rooms. In appreciation for their support of the Society,
representatives from the sponsoring organizations are invited to the SOT President’s Reception.
Your sponsorship helps SOT keep registration fees affordable for scientists, students, and all
attendees, thereby bringing more participants together at this important event. Your sponsorship also
will help offset the cost of functions such as the: Minority Student Program, Undergraduate Program,
Student/Postdoctoral Scholar events, Continuing Education Program, and Public Outreach. If you are
interested in SOT Annual Meeting Sponsorship, contact Liz Kasabian at SOT Headquarters via
e-mail or telephone at 703.438.3115.
For details about each level, please visit Sponsorship Opportunities. Additional information on
sponsorship and marketing opportunities for exhibitors is available on the ToxExpo Web site.

SOT Affiliates Receive Annual Meeting Benefits
The Society of Toxicology has established a special category, SOT Affiliates, for organizations that
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wish to contribute to the success of SOT toward “creating a safer and healthier world by advancing
the science of toxicology.” SOT Affiliates are private, public, and not-for-profit organizations that
contribute to the success of SOT by:
Supporting the premiere toxicology society in increasing the scientific impact of and advocating
for the value of toxicology.
Contributing to the success of the largest scientific meeting in toxicology and attracting
scientists at all stages of their careers from around the globe.
Promoting the importance of education and building for the future of toxicology.
Encouraging activities aligned with the prediction and prevention of toxicity and disease.
In appreciation of their commitment, SOT Affiliates receive a number of benefits that should be of
particular importance to you as you prepare to participate and support the upcoming SOT 50th
Anniversary Annual Meeting, March 6–10, 2011, in Washington, D.C. SOT Affiliate benefits include:
Complimentary registration for the Annual Meeting for one attendee
Complimentary room rental for one meeting at the SOT Annual Meeting when requested using
an SOT Ancillary Meeting Form
Three complimentary job postings and reduced rate for all other Career Resource and
Development Job Bank services
Prominent listing on the SOT Web site and Annual Meeting materials and signage, including
the Preliminary Program and final Program
Access to member-restricted information on the SOT Web site
SOT Member Publications, including Annual Meeting information and the Communiqué
newsletter
Electronic access to the SOT official journal, Toxicological Sciences, and subscription to the
print version.
If you have any questions or would like clarification of the many benefits SOT Affiliates receive,
please contact the SOT Manager, Marcia Lawson, by e-mail or by phone at 703.438.3115, ext. 1446.

ToxExpo™—Most Comprehensive Exhibition of Its Kind
ToxExpo™ is the profession’s largest trade show featuring toxicology-related products and services.
Attendees and exhibitors from around the globe gather to exchange ideas and debut cutting-edge
products, services, and technologies. Toxicologists and industry professionals have the unparalleled
opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge on the latest advances from more than 350 exhibitors. The
following are the exhibit hours for the 2011 ToxExpo™ in Washington, D.C.:
Monday, March 7, 2011

9:00 AM–4:30 PM

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 8:30 AM–4:30 PM
Plan your ToxExpo visit now by viewing our on-line exhibition at: SOT 2011 Annual Meeting
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Exhibitors

Daily Access All Year
ToxExpo™ continues throughout the year as an on-line resource. Visit the ToxExpo™ Web site for all
your toxicology-related science information and data as well as profiles of the current exhibitors. The
site offers 24/7, 365 days per year resources for toxicologists worldwide. ToxExpo™ is a rich
resource for the working scientist, the decision maker, the student—anyone looking for the best
products and services that toxicology has to offer.
New This Year: ToxExpo™ Time!
In addition to the standard exhibit hall hours and poster
presentation times, one hour of dedicated exhibit hall time has
been allotted in the scientific program for attendees to visit
with exhibitors. ToxExpo™ Time will take place on Monday,
March 7 from 1:00 PM–2:00 PM.

Streamline Your Job Search: Use SOT Job Bank Services
On-Line and On-Site At the SOT Annual Meeting
Free Job Search for SOT Members
The SOT Annual Meeting, with more than 7,000 attendees including distinguished toxicologists, early
career scientists, and toxicology-related employers, is the best place to make your connection,
whether you are looking for a position or searching for the right candidate. To facilitate job searches,
the Job Bank on-line is available at all times, and provides you the opportunity to prepare to take full
advantages of the on-site Job Bank Center in Washington D.C.
Employers recognize and appreciate that the Annual Meeting Job Bank Center provides a
cost-effective and efficient way to interview a distinguished pool of candidates. For your convenience,
SOT is providing eight interview rooms on-site. In advance of the meeting, employers will be able to
make reservations for these interview rooms, allowing better scheduling for employers and
candidates.
Located in the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, the On-site Job Bank Center provides
Annual Meeting attendees with access to the Job Bank system as well as assistance in facilitating
interviews at the SOT Annual Meeting. All users with current registrations at the time of the Annual
Meeting will be permitted to use the service.
Although you are encouraged to pre-register before entering the Job Bank Center, you can register
on-site in Room 157 of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.
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The Center is available during the following hours of operation:
Sunday, March 6, 2011

1:00 PM–4:30 PM

Monday, March 7, 2011

9:00 AM–4:30 PM

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

8:30 AM–4:30 PM

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 8:30 AM–4:30 PM
For additional information, contact John Bae at SOT Headquarters.

SOT On-Line Mentors and Mentees Can Schedule
Face-To-Face Meetings in Washington D.C.
SOT recognizes the valuable role mentors have played in the development of the field of toxicology.
To facilitate the formation of these relationships, SOT developed a free career mentoring system for
SOT members. Mentor Match is a networking platform in which SOT members can register as
mentors and/or mentees.
Mentors can register by creating a profile specifying the areas in which they feel comfortable offering
advice and guidance. Mentees can then search the database for those candidates that best fit their
mentoring needs. Members can register as both a mentor and a mentee and the depth of involvement
is completely discretionary. However, the SOT Annual Meeting provides a great opportunity for
mentors and mentees to meet in person and further cultivate their relationship. For more information,
please visit Mentor Match and register before the SOT Annual Meeting.
For those mentors and mentees who have both active and inactive registrations in the Job Bank
on-line system, your questionnaire will pre-populate with the information from your user account for
your convenience. You will be able to easily update and refine this information, which will be saved
in both the on-line Mentoring and Job Bank systems. Toxicologists at all career stages should find
Mentor Match helpful in charting their professional progression. For further information, please
contact John Bae.

2012 Plans Are Already Underway!!!
Present a Scientific Session or CE Course at the 51st Annual Meeting in San
Francisco in 2012
Do you have an idea for a scientific session or Continuing Education (CE) course that should be
presented at the 51st Annual Meeting? It is not too early to start thinking about ideas and making
plans. The Annual Meeting program for the Society provides attendees with an opportunity to learn
about emerging fields and how they apply to toxicology. Why not position yourself to deliver a high
quality basic or advanced CE course, or a cutting edge session that will be delivered at the leading
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international forum for toxicologists. The Annual Meeting will continue to track timely themes and
CE target areas and we encourage you to join these ranks and leave your scientific “footprint” in San
Francisco!
The Scientific Program Committee (SPC) and Continuing Education (CE) Committee pay special
attention to suggestions by Annual Meeting attendees, and as a result have selected the CE 2012
Target Areas around which proposals may be developed, in addition to the overall meeting themes.
These Target Areas are:
Assessment of the Role of Neuroinflammation in Neurotoxicity;
Non-coding RNAs and their Role in Biology and Toxicology; and
Drug Metabolism.
The SPC has prepared a communication that should reach the Specialty Sections (SS) and Special
Interest Groups (SIG) shortly to solicit you input on suggested themes for the 2012 meeting. A
historical list of themes and CE target areas will be posted on the SOT Web site in the coming weeks.
However, should you have suggestions for a theme, please send these details to David Rossé via
e-mail by January 10.
Regardless of whether a scientific session or CE course is related to a scientific program theme, or the
CE Target Area, all proposals are evaluated on their merit. All topics for proposal submissions are
welcome and will be reviewed under the current criteria for their timeliness and relevance to the field
of toxicology. If you wish to submit a proposal for consideration, we encourage you to begin working
with your SS and SIG.
We hope you will consider developing a proposal for the 51st Annual Meeting in San Francisco in
2012! All proposals will be submitted online by April 30, 2011.
Science News

ToxSci Web Site Enhancements Will Continue in the Months
Ahead
If you’ve looked at the Toxicological Sciences Web site recently, you’ll have noticed some changes to
the way articles appear on-line. In response to the increasingly rapid pace of change demanded in
on-line publishing, Oxford University Press (OUP) has recently re-engineered the Toxicological
Sciences’ journal Web site using Highwire Press’ state-of-the-art H20 technologies. The changes are
intended to give users of the Toxicological Sciences Web site a more user-friendly and dynamic
on-line experience.
The upgrade has resulted in enhancements in how articles are displayed, including a cleaner and more
readable page layout, improvements to image display, flexible page delivery to different devices, and
easier navigation. More than 60% of users link to content within OUP’s journal Web sites from search
engines, so it’s important that journal articles display contextual information alongside content,
effectively making every page a home page.
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Visit the ToxSci Journal Web site to view the improved changes, as well as further design and
functionality enhancements that are planned in the months ahead.

AAALAC Update
Submitted by Loren Koller, SOT Representative and Vice Chair, Executive Committee of the Board of
Trustees
The Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care International
(AAALAC) held its annual meeting in Bethesda, Maryland, September 26, 2010. AAALAC currently
has accredited facilities in 32 countries and 98% of these facilities are fully accredited. AAALAC has
offices in Maryland, Spain, and Thailand that direct the activities of 51 Council on Accreditation
(COA) experts from 14 countries. These members conducted 264 site visits in 19 countries in 2009
and thus far in 2010, 214 visits in 23 countries.
The COA have spent countless hours reviewing and interpreting the 2010 Institute for Laboratory
Animal Research Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Guide), the 3rd edition of the
Guide for the Care and use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching (FASS 2010), and the
new European Directive on Protection of Animals Used for Scientific Purposes. The COA identified
121 topics that needed determination/clarification in the 2010 “Guide.” As this review process
continues, there will be a rewrite of the accreditation Program Description and Position Statements,
Frequently Asked Questions will be drafted, and New Model Statements developed and refined. The
intent to implement this new plan is to send information to the accredited units in February 2011 with
full application by the 2011 fall trimester. AAALAC will be offering Continuing Education programs
for these newly developed criteria once they have been fully developed. For more information on
AAALAC, visit the AAALAC Web site.

Where Is that Wascally Wabbit??
Submitted by Dan Cerven and George DeGeorge
The days may be numbered for rabbits destined for eye irritation testing. One of the current challenges
facing regulators is the elimination or reduction of the use of live animals in eye irritation testing,
while still allowing for categorization of materials from non-irritating to irritating to corrosive. Efforts
to meet this challenge have been met with very limited success because alternative tests must satisfy
the regulatory community (i.e., U.S. FDA, U.S. EPA, OECD, HMIS, etc.) with a level of
conservatism consistent with or exceeding that of the current standard, the Draize Rabbit Eye
Irritation test. The Draize test has been used since 1944, and has proven to be one of the most reliable
methods for safety determinations in common use.
Following preliminary work that was funded by the Colgate-Palmolive Grants in Alternatives
Research in 2007 and 2008, an SOT Award, MB Research Labs was awarded a 24-month competitive
NIH Common Fund grant for Advancing Regulatory Science through Novel Research and
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Science-Based Technologies totaling $1.1M. The objective of this grant project is the development
and pre-validation of the Replacement Ocular Battery (ROBatt).
Continued…

Upcoming Meetings
GRC—Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of Toxicity: Understanding
Innovative Mechanistic Toxicology in the Post-Genomic Era
Save the Date: August 7–12, 2011
The 2011 Gordon Research Conference (GRC), “Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of Toxicity,”
will feature cutting-edge mechanistic toxicological research relevant to environmental,
pharmaceutical, and industrial sciences. With topics such as inflammation, repair/adaptation, clock
genes, epigenomics, hepatotoxicity, neuroinflammation, individual susceptibility, and predictive
toxicology, the conference will bring together outstanding investigators at the forefront of their field.
To apply for this meeting, please visit the GRC Web site.
A list of preliminary session topics and speakers is displayed on the GRC Conference Web site. The
detailed program is currently being developed by the Conference Chair and will be available by April
7, 2011. Please check back for updates by visiting the GRC Conference Web site.
The collegial atmosphere of this conference, with programmed discussions as well as opportunities
for informal gatherings in the afternoons and evenings, offers an exceptional opportunity for junior
scientists and graduate students to present their work in poster format and exchange ideas with leaders
in the field. Some poster abstracts will be selected for oral presentation. Proctor is located in the heart
of New Hampshire’s Lakes Region, just 93 miles north of Boston and 16 miles north of Concord,
New Hampshire.
SOT sponsors two types of meetings outside of the SOT
Annual Meeting: Contemporary Concepts in Toxicology
(CCT) meetings and Non-SOT meetings.
CCT meetings are one-to two-day focused, open registration,
scientific meetings in contemporary and rapidly progressing
areas of toxicological sciences. Non-SOT meetings are
sponsored by other not-for-profit organizations and SOT will
either endorse or provide sponsorship money to toxicologyrelated meetings.
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Molecular Physiologist

The Department of Biological Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee seeks applicants
for a tenure-track position in molecular physiology at the rank of assistant professor. We seek
candidates with research interests in the cellular and molecular mechanisms by which signaling
pathways in the endocrine or nervous systems are disrupted by environmental perturbations.

Candidate Qualifications Include…
Minimum Qualifications:
Doctorate degree in molecular biology, physiology, toxicology or related field
Postdoctoral research and teaching experience in the areas of physiology/toxicology and/or
eukaryotic molecular biology
Preferred Qualifications:
Demonstrated ability to establish an independent, extramurally funded research program
involving M.S. and Ph.D. students.
To apply, please go to the UWM Jobs Web site. A completed application should include a cover letter,
curriculum vitae, statement of research goals, statement of teaching interests, and letters of
professional reference. Applicants should arrange to have three letters of reference e-mailed as pdf
attachments to the departmental chair, or mailed to:
Molecular Physiologist Search
Attn: Dr. Saffarini
Chair, Department of Biological Sciences
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
P.O. Box 413
Milwaukee, WI 53201
Screening of candidates began November 15, 2010, and will continue until the position is filled.
Appointment begins August 2011.
UWM is an AA/EO Employer.
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Individuals interested in being considered for this important position should submit a letter stating
their interest in the Toxicological Sciences Editor position and curriculum vitae to Harmut Jaeschke,
Chair, Board of Publications, c/o the SOT Headquarters Office, 1821 Michael Faraday Drive, Suite
300, Reston, Virginia 20190.
Applications should be received by Monday, January 3, 2011, and will be reviewed as received.
Interviews will be scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2011, during the SOT 2011 Annual Meeting in
Washington, D.C.
Toxicological Sciences Editor-in-Chief Ad

Visit the SOT Job Bank for Additional Position Listings
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